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The question once put to the^ounder of Chris- 
tianity, ^' What is truth?" is one which it deeply 
ccmcems every rational and accountable being to 
have clearly and authoritatively answered. From 
the confused and contradictoty character of the 
various systems of Philosophy with which the 
world had been beguiled, up to the advent of 
Messiah, it can excite no surprise that the 
Roman governor of Judea should propound this 
all-important inquiry to one who declared, ^^ To 
this end was I bom, and for this cause came I into 
the world, that I should bear witness to the truth." 

From the marked differences of opinion which 
have not ceased to obtain among the professors 
of Christianity, some may rashly conclude that 
the search alter religious certainty is a hopeless 
pursuit — that even an examination of ^^ the record 
which God has given of his Son" may not neces- 
sarily issue in the discovery of what confessedly 
it is so important for man to know. 

This solicitude, however, is groundless. For, 
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in the first place, the actual differences between 
Christian professors are less numerous and less 
material than at first sight may be imagined. 
Many of the divisions which exist among real 
Christians relate rather to opinions than to prin- 
ciples — to modes of Church government than to 
the religion itself. For example : As it regards 
our own Country; it will be found that the 
Church of England, the Evangelical Dissenters, 
the Wesleyan Methodists, and the Kirk of Scot- 
land, hold in common those great fundamental 
doctrines upon the reception of which the Scrip- 
tures make the salvation of the soul to binge. 
The points on which these classes difier are 
purely speculative — ^they afiect neither the foun- 
dations of faith nor the details of practice. In 
the second place ; the supposition, that God had 
given to man a Revelation without at the same 
time enabling him savingly to apprehend it, were 
liighly derogatory to the Divine character; and 
indeed is not true. No one will deny that it is 
the prerogative of the Author of the Bible to 
prescribe the method by which its truths may be 
perceived and felt Now from the Scriptures it 
is clear that the profitable hearing, or even study 
of their contents is not a mere intellectual pro- 
cess, but that to mental application must he 
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added a humble^ teachable, prayerful spirit. 
How often has this been illustra,ted ! The 
page of Inspiration declares that unassisted 
man cannot << spiritually discern" the things of 
God ; and, to enlighten this moral darkness, the 
Almighty promises the Holy Spirit to such as 
diligently seek its bestowment through Jesus 
Christy the ordy medium of access cmd commum-' 
cation by which it can he obtained. Accordingly, 
it is ever found that all, who thus come to God 
for illumination upon points which can be learned 
only from Revelation, and prayerfully and perse^ 
severingly wait upon Him in the study of his 
word and the use of his ordinances, are grar 
ciously led into all necessary truth, as they are 
able to receive it And, ultimately, such persons 
can humbly affirm, <^ We speak that we do know^ 
and testify that we have seen^^ with a conviction 
as satisfactory to themselves as is that of the 
mathematician who feels that he has attained the 
truth which he sought when he has demonstrated 
his problem. This, by many, will be stigmatized 
as enthusiasm* But objectors should recollect, 
that religious truth, unlike mathematical, is, 
from its very nature, incapable of demonstratioD, 
in the scientific sense of the term. Religious 
truth must be based upon testimony^ and upon 
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testimony alone. And the only legitimate ques^ 
tion here is, whether the testimony be competent 
—whether it be Divine ; and whether it be borne 
out hy fact and experience. Real Christians con- 
tend that both these points admit of proof; and, 
moreover, that they are daily being exemplified. 
They cheerfully allow, with Archdeacon Paley, 
that, ^^ in religion, nothing more is known than 
is proved.'* But they can, soberh/, yet con- 
fidently, ask; Are there no living witnesses to 
the statement of an Apostle — " The Spirit itself 
beareth witness with our spirit, tiiat we are the 
children of God** ? Is the sentiment of the sweet 
singer of Israel never realized by believers under 
the present Dispensation, in passing through th& 
valley of the shadow of death — " I will fear no 
evil : for Thou art with me ; thy rod and thy staff 
comfort me"? Has it ceased to be true, that 
^^he that believeth in the Son of God hath the 
witness in himself** 9 Is tiiere not, still, such a 
thing as ^^ tasting that the Lord is gracious"? 
" The grace of the Son, the love of the Father, 
and the communion of the Spirit," — ^is this only 
an abstract speculation? 

But although there exists a general agree-* 
ment as to essential doctrines among large bodies 
of professing Christians, who nevertheless form 
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separate ecclesiastical communities ; and al^ 
though it is possible to attain such a measure of 
certainty in the interpretation of Divine truth 
as is needful to man's present peace and future 
safety; it cannot at the same time be denied 
that there are persons, calling themselves 
Christians, who differ from their brethren not 
merely in matters external, but likewise on 
points which enter into the very essence of the 
Christian Religion — ^persons who, rejecting the 
proper Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ, as well 
as the personality and influences of the Holy 
Spirit, necessarily debar themselves from that 
fall and experimental perception of Divine 
truth which the Bible uniformly connects with 
the salvation which it reveals. 

Now while it would be unchristian bigotry to 
assert that the "covenanted mercies" of God 
are limited to any one class of Evangelical 
Christians in particular ; it were a criminal 
affectation of charity to say, that parties holding 
such opposite tenets as those referred to can 
be equally safe. On the contrary, it is manifest 
that the one or the other must he fatally uorong. 
If the Author of Christianity be not Divine as 
well as human, every Trinitarian is an idolater; 
because, like the proto-martyr, Stephen, he pays 
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the Saviour Divine honours by praying to Him. 
On the other hand, if He be a Divine person, 
every Unitarian is guilty of blasphemy in daring 
to deny that Jesus is God as well as man. 
Here then is a subject of inquiry pregnant with 
the most momentous consequences — a matter 
for investigation involving the future destiny of 
every one who either has embraced, or shall 
embrace, the religion of the Cross. "What 
think you of Christ?" is the question which 
must determine the character of our Christianity, 
and by consequence the safety of our state. 
Was the gracious Being who, eighteen centuries 
ago, appeared in our nature ; taught in Judea ; 
suffered agony in Gethsemane; endured the 
Cross on Calvary ; burst the prison-house of the 
tomb; revived; and, " leading captivity captive," 
eventually rose triumphant to heaven-:— was He a 
mere man, and a simple moral teacher; or, was 
He not only " the man Christ Jesus," but also 
"God with us"? Was He crucified simply to 
attest the truth of his religion, and as a pattern 
of suffering patience — ^was his death merely 
the ratification of the New Covenant, and a 
figurative sacrifice for sin; or was He offered 
as a vicarious and real oblation for a ruined 
race — a sinless Atonement for a guilty world? 
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Are they tvho have believed in Jesus "yet in 
their sins''? or, are they "justified by his 
blood"? — These are the interesting and momen- 
tous questions which it is the object of this 
Publication to investigate and to answer. 

In the apprehension of the Compiler, there 
is no truth more clearly stated in Scripture, 
than the all-important one, that Jesus Christ 
united in his person the Divine and the human 
natures. He was, at once, the "child bom," 
and "the mighty God ;" He was the "branch of 
David,*' and the "Lord our Righteousness." He 
was " God manifested in the flesh." " In Him 
dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead bodily." 
A few passages which seem to describe him as 
inferior to the Father are sometimes adduced in 
prooi^ either that he was only the first of created 
beings, or that he was a mere man. But the 
texts which speak of him in this latter capacity 
are so far from disparaging his Divine claims, 
that they confirm the view which the Bible else- 
where gives of his twofold nature, by asserting 
his proper manhood : while those places in the 
Sacred Records which prominently set forth his 
Deity as decidedly attest the verity of his God- 
head. Taken together, these apparently discrepant 
classes of texts establish the glorious truth upon 
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which those persons rest their hope of eternal life 
who implicitly receive the whoh counsel of God 
as it regards that vital point, the nature of Christ 

Ndr less clearly deducible from the Holy Volume 
is that other essential doctrine of Christianity, the 
personality and influence of the Holy Spirit; who 
is everywhere represented as equal to the Father 
and the Son. Indeed, not only is a trinity of 
Persons in the Divine Essence revealed in the 
Book of truth; but, in innumerable places, 
names, attributes, and acts, which can belong 
only to the one eternal, omnipotent, self-existent 
Jehovah, are indifferently ascribed to each 
distinct Person in the ever-blessed Triad. 

A very important distinction is, however, 
observable in the manner in which the several 
Persons are there spoken of. When their 
attrilmtes are adverted to, they are always re- 
presented as equal; when their offices are 
described, the Son and the Spirit are occasion- 
ally represented as inferior to the Father, ITiis 
is owing to the nature of the plan of Redemp* 
tion, in which the second and third Persons had 
to sustain offices which necessarily require to be 
stated in terms that imply their subordination 
to the first Person, in that economy. 

It is not the Compiler's purpose to advance 
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any formal argument on the great subject dis- 
cussed in the following productions. He may 
perhaps be excused, however, for here intro- 
ducing an isolated point or two, which he does 
not remember to have seen brought to bear upon 
the Unitarian controversy. These points have re- 
ference to the actual condition of man, considered 
as an intelligent agent amenable to the Moral 
Law originally promulged from Mount SinaL 

Rejecting the doctrine of inherent depravity 
consequent upon the Fall of Man, the Unitarian 
must suppose, either that every descendant of 
Adam may, by means of moral 'suasion only, 
become all that the Law requires him to be ; or, 
that, under the New Testament dispensation, the 
demands of the Decalogue have been so miti- 
gated, that complete obedience to them is now 
practicable, and rewardable. 

The first of these suppositions necessarily 
implies a belief that the human mind is a per- 
fect tabula rasa — a clean tablet — upon which 
may be effectually inscribed lessons of wisdom 
and of virtue which the unaided will can reduce to 
practice — a kind of " moral Daguerrescope, which 
will take whatever impression is cast upon it by 
a reflected ray from the Sun of righteousness."* 

* Christian Observer for August 1840. 
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But let experience decide whether the case is 
not otherwise. What did all the philosophers of 
antiquity accomplish by their various systems of 
ethics? They left the world as bad as they 
found it "They could not," says Archbishop 
Leighton, "by all their arts and all their pre- 
cepts, make others better ; nay, with regard to 
most of them, we may say, nor even them- 
selves." The fact is, that, ever since the trans- 
gression in Eden, not only has the human 
understanding been darkened as it regards just 
moral perceptions, but, what is of equal im- 
portance, the will has become depraved; and, 
dislike the subject as we may, it is nevertheless 
an incontrovertible and eternal truth, that only 
by the agency of the Holy Spirit of God can 
the mind of man be adequately enlightened to 
discern the just distinctions between good and 
evil, and his affections moulded into an accord- 
ance with the teaching of revealed religion. 

But it may be urged, that the standard of the 
Law, as enforced under the Gospel, has been 
lowered, and brought within the ability of man 
to fulfil it ; and that, by such obedience, he may 
at length be justified. But in the New Testa- 
ment we find that, so far from there having been 
made any abatement in the requirements of the 
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Moral Law, its sanctions and prohibitions take 
cognizance not only of the outward actj but 
extend even to the inward motive. The precepts 
of our Saviour^s Sermon on the Mount, and those 
which are scattered throughout the Epistles, 
demand a no less extensive obedience than the 
commands, under the Mosaic Economy, to love 
God supremely (Deut vi. 4), and our neighbour 
as ourselves (Lev. xix. 18). The Ten Com- 
mandments, therefore, spiritually and evangeli- 
cally interpreted, are still in full force as a rule of 
life : but, as it is impossible for man, whether in 
his lapsed or renewed 9,tBX/^ perfectly to obey anyoi 
them, it necessarily follows that he cannot obtain 
justification by his own imperfect obedience. 

Whether, then, the Unitarian insist that man 
in his natural state is capable of receiving and 
obeying the Law in its integrity ; or whether he 
mistakenly imagine that a defective obedience will 
now suffice for his justification ; is it too much to 
say, that, in either case, he is in fatal error ? 

The Compiler is not ignorant that some 
Unitarians allege, that they do receive the Scrip- 
ture statement, that the '^ Father sent the Son 
to be the Saviour of the world." But the ques- 
tion is, in what sense do Unitarians understand 
the term " Saviour" ? If, as they teach, he be 
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simply human; then, in accordance with the 
declarations of Holy Writ, he must have in- 
herited the depravity common to every partaker 
of our nature ; in which case, so far from being 
a Saviour of others, he would stand in need of 
salvation himself. Or, if the moral effects of 
the Fall were denied, still, if viewed as a mere 
man, untainted by original and inherent corrup- 
tion through his descent from the federal head of 
our race, he would owe to God the utmost obe- 
dience of which he was capable, for his own 
justification ; and therefore could have no super- 
abundance of merit for the justification of others. 
The Compiler believes these points to have a 
very important bearing upon the Unitarian sys- 
tem: because, depriving Christianity of all its 
mysteries, that system reduces the religion of 
the Lord Jesus to a simple code of morals. 
Obliterating from the Bible at once the doctrine 
of the Trinity; the divinity and atonement of 
the Saviour; the personality and influences of 
the Spirit; it necessarily makes man a candidate 
for heaven upon the sole ground of his own 
merits ! The radical error of Unitarianism 
seems to be, that it woidd fain have every 
thing in religion level to reason — all must be 
comprehensible by a finite capacity — there must 
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be no mystery whatever, nothing supernatural. 
Now this is contrary to the analogies observable 
alike in Nature and Providence — departments 
of the Divine Economy which principally affect 
the objects of sense and the concerns of time. 
And, if mysteries be found here, how much more 
might they be expected in Religion, which is the 
medium of intercommunication between God and 
the soul, and prepares it for the spiritual engage^ 
ments of eternity ! 

It is of the utmost importance to bear in 
mind, that the doctrine of the Trinity is con- 
stantly assumed or implied throughout the In- 
spired Volume : this, rather tlian any particular 
or isolated text, constitutes the great evidence 
of its truth. That beautiful golden thread is 
inwoven with the whole texture of Scripture, 
from which therefore it can never be detached 
without destroying the integrity of the entire 
&bric. It has been justly remarked, ^^ A doc- 
trine established on a footing of this nature, it 
is important to observe^ rests on the most im- 
movable basis. For a single passage, or even 
several deta<died passages, expressly asserting 
any particular doctrine, may be interpolated, 
may be cavilled at, may be explained away; 
but a truth, to the establishment of which the 
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whole tenour of a volume conspires, cannot be 
overthrown without the destruction of the sense 
of the whole volume itself. Its existence, as a 
revealed truth, is then inseparable from the 
existence of the book which professes to be a 
record of Divine truth."* 

What may be designated the genius of Unita- 
rianism differs essentially from that of Christi- 
anity. Unitaiianism addresses itself principally, 
if not exclusively, to the understanding— Chris- 
tianity appeals not to the understanding alone, 
but principally to the affections. Unitarianism 
would reason men into religion, by argument — 
Christianity would, rather, win them to it, by 
love. " My son," says God, *^ give me [not thy 
understanding, but] thy heart" " With the heart 
man beUeveth unto righteousness." The Gos- 
pel comes, as an offer of Ught, holiness, accept- 
ance, and love^ to man in darkness, in sin, 
rejected, and an object of the wrath of God, 
Man's deliverance from such a state, and his 
admission into the opposite condition of blessed- 
ness, were above the understanding and imagi- 
nation of man. It was in accordance with the 
majesty of the Almighty that He should accom- 
plish the work of mercy, which was above the 

* Dr. Hampden. 
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conceptions of man. It was to the glory of his 
soyereignty and mercy and love that the work 
should be all his own — the way fiiUy compre- 
hended by his mind alone^that his creature 
man should, in all his happiness and in all his 
faculties, be a monument to the praise of the 
sole Origin of all good. Did the nature or 
limits of this Essay admit of such a train of 
argument, it might be demonstrated that if 
man, as man, could comprehend the mystery of 
Redemption, there would be something in that 
glorious work which was not of God. The 
whole subject is all summed up in that striking 
text (1 Cor. ii. 11),^^ The things of God knoweth 
no marly but the Spirit of God." 

All experience shews that the most effectual 
way of inculcating Scriptural truth is by forcible 
addresses to the heart and the conscience. Man, 
both by nature and practice, is a sinner, and as 
such lies under condemnation. While in this 
state, discourses upon the existence and attri- 
butes of his Maker, disquisitions respecting the 
moral fitness of virtue, exhortations to obedience, 
and the like, are neither effectual in awakening 
his conscience, nor suited to his condition. An 
act of grace must precede the rebel's allegiance 
— ^the culprit must be pardoned before he can 
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serve — obedience must spring from gratitude. 
It is only they who have had " much forgiven," 
who ^' love much." Apart from the Atonement, 
there is no encouragement for the sinner to 
approach his Judge. But exhibit to him the 
"propitiation" by which God can at the same 
time be just, and the Justifier of him who be- 
lieves in it, and his heart is melted and subdued : 
and, cordially embracing the offers of mercy, he 
can give a " reason" for the hope that is in him. 
He then loves God^ who first loved him. And 
love is the only principle that can either ade- 
quately interpret the benefits of redemption, or 
assimilate the character to that of the great 
Exemplar of all holiness, justice, and true bene- 
volence. This is the compendious way of produc- 
ing a Swartz, a Brainerd, a Mart]m ; a Howard, 
a Wilberforce, a Nasmith. Did Unitarianism 
ever produce such bene&ctors to their species? 
Did it ever give this evidence of the Christianity 
of its creed? Where, among Unitarians, do 
such fruits of Christian love appear as dis- 
tinguish various bodies of Trinitarian Chris- 
tians ? In what large enterprises of mercy have 
Unitarians ever embarked? What Missions to 
the heathen have they originated ? What com- 
prehensive and continuous efforts to enUghten 
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the dark places of their own land have they 
made ? What Benevolent Associations even, do 
they, as a body, sustain ? — These questions are 
put, not invidiously, but in justice to the cause 
of truth.* The stream cannot rise above its 
source. The nature of unregenerate man is sel- 
fish. Moral Philosophy has never possessed the 
power to evangelize it The mere term benevo- 
lence, if not absolutely imknown, was certainly 
unfelt by classic antiquity. Neither Greece nor 
Rome ever founded a hospital Divested as it 
is of every thing like spiritual influence, Unita- 
rianism can be regarded only as the Moral 
Philosophy of the New Testament But, as of 
old, it is still true, that grapes are not gathered 
of thorns, nor figs of thistles. If the tree is to 
be judged by its fruit, Unitarianism is not Chris- 
tianity. Can we^ by possibiUty, persuade our- 
selves that St Paul or St John were Unitarians? 
Was the large heart of the one, and the loving 
spirit of the other, associated with that compara- 
tively sterile and frigid system ? Human nature 

* Whilst the Compiler has felt constrained thus strongly to express 
his conviction that all great efforts for the spiritoal welfare of mankind 
can spring only from evangelical motives, he would offer his tribute of 
praise Jto many of the Unitarian body in our own Country who have 
taken a deep interest in the extinction of Slavery, and in an especial 
manner to those who at the present moment are found labouring in 
that noble cause of humanity in the United States of America. 
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is essentially the same in every latitude. So long 
as the Greenland Missionaries preached only the 
truths common to natural as well as revealed 
religion, their hearers remained unimpressed, 
unaffected, unconverted: but when they told 
the simple story of Christ crucified, those pre- 
viously obdurate men felt that that was precisely 
what they wanted. The result is well known, 
BeUeving in Jesus, they had conscious peace with 
God: and then the love of Christ constrained, 
and his Spirit enabled, them to live to Him who 
died for them. 
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Talk they of Morals ? O thou bleeding Lamb ! 
The true morality is love of Thee." 



The idea of this Publication originated in a 
desire to give renewed circulation to the excel- 
lent treatise by the late Rev. Joseph Freeston 
which forms the first of the series of kindred 
productions here presented to the Public The 
comparative brevity of that treatise then prompt- 
ed the practicability of combining with it several 
other short pieces, germane to each other, and 
all having a manifest bearing upon one common 
subject In making this selection, the Com- 
piler has availed himself of the best sources 
within bis reach — it is probable that a person of 
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more extensive reading than himself might have 
produced a much larger collection. Limited as 
it is, however, he ventures to hope that it may 
not wholly miss of his object Since the period 
at which Mr. Freeston wrote his antidote to 
Unitarianism, it is just possible that several of 
what may be styled the accidents of that system 
may have been somewhat modified. Unhappily, 
however, the necessity for a satisfactory reply 
to the inquiry, " Why are you not a Socinian ?" 
is not yet superseded: for the heresy here re- 
futed still continues, under various names, to 
infest the professing Christian Church. In a 
word, the question discussed in this Publication, 
as has been shewn, regards considerations of the 
very last importance, and involves consequences 
to man the most tremendous. The question is 
no less than — ^whether God exists purely and 
simply as the Creator and Governor of the 
world, in which case it is not easy to see how 
He could pardon sinners; or, whether He has 
revealed Himself under a trinity of Persons, 
each bearing a distinct part in the great plan of 
human redemption — as the Father, who ori- 
ginated that scheme of mercy ; as the Son, who 
accomplished the mighty work; and as the 
Spirit, who applies its benefits to the human 
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soul— first, enabling the believer to appropriate 
the grace of the Gospel ; and then, by a con- 
stantly haUowing process, preparing him for the 
purity and the happiness of the heavenly state. 

The Compiler cherishes the hope that, by the 
Divine mercy, his litde volume may prove a 
preservative from the serious errors which it has 
been his object conscientiously to oppose. In 
this light, rather than in that of a purely con- 
troversial character, does he regard his publica- 
tion. And hence he has not felt required to 
suppress every devotional sentiment which oc- 
curred to him in his Editorial capacity. 

He has only to say, in conclusion, that he 
sends forth his humble production in a spirit of 
the utmost charity towards those who difier from 
him in religious sentiment and opinion. His 
object is, neither to irritate nor to offend ; but 
to advance what he regards as essential truth. 
His simple aim is, to promote at once the Divine 
glory and human happiness by the dissemination 
of principles, upon the reception or rejection of 
which, he believes, is poised the salvation or the 
loss of man's immortal spirit 
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SOME ACCOUNT OF THE AUTHOR; 

AND 

TESTIMONIES IN FAVOUR OF HIS TREATISE 

FROM 

THE LATE ROBERT HALL AND OTHER 
COMPETENT AUTHORITIES. 



The Author of the Treatise now re-puhlished was a 
much-valued Minister of the Baptist persuasion. He 
was bom at Grimston, in Leicestershire, on the 12th 
of February, 1763. His parentage, though humble, 
was respectable : and his education corresponded with 
the station in life to which he belonged. At a tender 
age, he was apprenticed to a useful calling ; but was 
soon afterwards prevented, by Providential occurrences, 
from prosecuting it. He was the subject of early 
religious impressions : and, in his 16th year, he dates 
his conversion. In 1780 he began to preach : and 
was successively minister at Loughborough ; at Wis- 
beach, in Cambridgeshire ; and at Hinckley, in Lei- 
cestershire. At the last-named place he remained 
until the period of his death ; which took place on the 
30th of November, 1819, in the 57th year of his age. 

In common with very many persons who exercise 
self-observation, it was the practice of Mr. Freeston 

B 2 
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to record, in a private journal, the principal passages 
of his life, and much of his religious experience. 
These Memoirs were hegun in 1795; and were con- 
tinued, with more or less regularity, up to the time 
of his decease. At the very outset of them, however, 
he disclaims, in the most distinct terms, any design 
of writing them with a view to their ultimate puhli- 
cation. He declares that his ohject was, hy an occa- 
sional review of this record, to rekindle in his own 
hreast ''sensations and emotions once lively, hut, hy 
a continued succession of new incidents and events^ 
considerahly defaced ;*' and also to leave to his family 
some account of particulars in which they might feel 
personally or relatively interested. Notwithstanding 
this, however, the Memoirs — as the reader must have 
anticipated — have heen published. The volume is 
edited by Mr. J. G. Pike, author of " Persuasives to 
Early Piety." 

Among the steady personal friends of our Author 
was the celebrated Robert Hall, of Leicester: who, 
indeed, preached Mr. Freeston*s funeral sermon ; and 
also wrote a Pre&ce to his posthumous Memoirs. 
This piece is replete with the characteristic excel- 
lences of Mr. Hall's matchless style. The elegant 
writer gives the following character of Mr. Freeston-r— 
his mental qualities ; his habitual application to read- 
ing; his theological knowledge; his devotional spirit ; 
his aversion to Socinianism; his literary works; his 
inadequate remuneration as a minister of the Gospel — 

" The following is not the history of a man bust- 
ling on the busy stage of life, and exposed to great 
vicissitudes of good or evil fortune. It is the simple, 
unpretending narrative of a dissenting Minister, who 
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passed his days in the redrexnent of the country^ in 
tranquil meditation, in the exercise of unostentatious 
piety, and an assiduous attention to the spiritual im- 
provement of his flock. Though he did not enjoy 
the benefit of a liberal education, my revered friend 
was possessed of an active, inquisitive mind, which 
prompted him to devote much of his time to reading, 
and enabled him to acquire a large fund of general, 
bat especially of theological knowledge. Few men, 
in similar circumstances, have availed themselves to 
an equal extent of the information which the best 
books in our language, on moral and religious subjects, 
supply. Reading, with him, was not merely a habit, 
but a passion. His curiosity was not limited within 
the circle of his profession : he was delighted with 
works on general literature, and purchased and perused 
some of the valuable elementary treatises on science. 
But as devotion was his peculiar element, it is not to 
be wondered at that theology in its various branches 
was his favourite study. Though he was far from 
neglecting the antiquities and the criticism of theology, 
as far as they are accessible to a mere English scholar, 
he placed his principal delight in the perusal of works 
immediately devoted to the inculcation of doctrinal 
and experimental religion; and in this pursuit his 
attention was forcibly drawn to the writings of the 
Puritan divines, who, with all their imperfections of 
style and method, are unquestionably the safest of all 
uninspired guides. The masculine sense, the profound 
learning, the rich and unequalled unction of these 
fathers of the modem Church exerted a powerful in- 
fluence on his mind, and greatly contributed to form 
and mature his character. Of the great Mr. Howe, 
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who shines in the firmament with a preeminent and 
unrivalled lustre, he always spoke in terms of just 
admiration, assigning him that preference, among the 
Nonconformist divines, which it is surprising any one 
should dispute. For many years it was his constant 
practice to devote a considerable portion of each day 
to the perusal of the best practical writers ; to which^ 
under God, he was undoubtedly indebted for that ha- 
bitual spirituality of mind which so remarkably dis- 
tinguished him, and in which very few whom I have 
had the happiness of knowing appeared to equal, none 
to surpass him. His sense of the Divine presence, 
his relish for devout meditation and intercourse, his 
advertence to the great realities of a future life, seemed 
scarcely ever to forsake him ; and the least that can be 
affirmed is, that ' he walked with God.' Though he 
exercised his ministry through the whole of his life 
amongst the General Baptists, his sentiments ap- 
proached nearer to those of Mr. Baxter than to the 
system of Arminius; nor would his statements of 
Christian doctrine have given the slightest offence to 
a congregation of moderate Calvinists. But to pole- 
mical theology he was not attached ; his religion was 
entirely of a practical and experimental character ; nor 
did he attach the smallest importance to correct views 
of Christian doctrine, any further than as they tended 
to influence the heart. To Socinianism in all its 
modifications he entertained a most hearty and decided 
aversion, and few circumstances gave him more poig- 
nant uneasiness than to see some of the most conspi- 
cuous members of his^ church embrace and patronize 
that destructive heresy. In the latter years of his life 
he devoted a considerable portion of his time to com- 
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position ; and his tract on Socinianisxn^ his ' Directions 
aid Encouragements for Travellers to Zion/ his ' Ad- 
vice to a Young Minister/ with other puhlications of 
a similar tendency, the result of long experience, of 
much well-digested reading, and of patient thought, 
will perpetuate and enrol his name among the most 
useful practical writers of the present day. 

'* The extreme depression of the manufacture in 
the place of his residence was a source of much unea- 
siness, hoth hy the intense S3nnpathy he felt for the 
sufferers, and the degree in which it affected his per- 
sonal resources. It is painful to reflect that a man, 
'of whom the world was not worthy,* perhaps never 
received from his people more than a moiety of the 
means of his suhsistence ; and that, after sinking the 
greater part of his scanty property, he must often 
have heen involved in irretrievahle difficulties, hut for 
the casual liheralities of friends whom his superior 
merit had attached. That, in a situation so full of 
emharrassment and perplexity, he retained a curiosity 
so eager, a passion for study and inquiry so unahated, 
as to induce him to spend a large sum of money in 
the purchase of hooks, is a decisive proof of his pos- 
sessing a mind of no ordinary vigor."* 

* Among the liberal "friends" of Mr. Freeston was the late 
Lientenant-General Sir William Cockbnm, Baxt, of Cockbom and 
Byslaw (N.B.), and of Lansdown crescent, Bath : a steadily-attached 
member of the Establishment; but, at the same time, evidently a 
lover of all good men " holding the Head." On visiting Hinckley in 
the year 1807, he appears to have found out Mr. Freeston ; attracted, 
it may be presumed, by the excellence of his character. Sir William 
took a lively interest in the success of Mr. Freeston's pamphlet against 
Sodnianism, which he disseminated among his personal firiends at 
Bath and elsewhere. The esteem of the worthy Baronet for the 
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Mr. Hall concludes his ''prefiitoiy remarks" bv 
expressing his ''earnest prayer" that the effect of tie 
perusal of his friend's Memoirs on as manj as reftd 
them may be, ''to assimilate their minds, in sove 
degree, at least, to the character of its excellent and 
lamented Author." 

Devoid as these Memoirs are of " striking occar- 
rences and eventful passages," they nevertheless funish 
a very interesting specimen of Christian autobiogra- 
phy. Here is portrayed much of the " life of God in 
the soul of man." In this record are exhibited the 
workings of that inward conflict between nature and 
grace, described by an inspired Apostle (Rom^ vii. 14 
ad Jin.) ; and which, while it uniibrmly disting^i^es 
every one who is " bom of the Spirit," is as uniformly 
unknown to the formalist, the pharisee, the antinomian, 
and — may it not, with truth, and therefore, without 
offence, be added — the Unitarian. In the ardent pur- 
humble Baptist Minister of Hincklej was farther evinced — among 
other manifestations of regard — hj rendering him considerable pecu- 
niary aid. In his private journal, Mr. Freeston records, in the 
following terms, the fact of his receiving " an affectionate and verj 

sympathizing letter from Lady C , enclosing a cheque on her 

Banker for 20/. Although [he adds] specifically the act of Lady C , 
I have not the least doubt it was with the most hearty concurrence of 

Sir W .'* On a subsequent occasion, Mr. Freeston wrote in his 

diary as follows : ** I this day received a letter from my esteemed and 
invaluable friend. Sir W. C , containing a dieque on his London 
Bankers for \6l. He yery feelingly observes ; ' In your present weak 
state, a few more comfnrts than you usually have must b^ necessary 
for yon. I have therefore sent you a trifle for that purpose,'" &c. 
Indeed the kindness of Sir William Cockbum towards Mr. Freeston 
terminated only with the life of that devoted servant of Christ — 
It affords the Compiler much pleasure to bring out to more public 
notice than th^ may have yet attained reminiscences so honooraUft 
to departed dignity and so expressive of rare benevolence. 
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suit after holiness in which such men as was Joseph 
Fieeston are constantly engaged^ they have not seldom 
to exclaim^ with the poet> 

** Strange and myBterious is my life — 

What opposites I feel within ! 

A stable peace, a constant strife; 

The role of grace, the power of sin. 
Too often I am captive led, 
Yet daily trimnph in my Head. 



"Thus diffrent powers within me strive, 
And grace and sin by turns prevail : 
I grieve, r^oice, decline, revive. 
And victory hangs in doubtful scale." 



But this is the consolation of the heliever- 



i< 



. . . Jesus has his promise past,. 
That grace shall overcome at last. 



Did the limits of this puhlication admit of it^ the 
present article might easily he extended hy extracts 
from Mr. Freeston's Memoirs, shewing how the excellent 
suhject of them daily advanced in piety, in humility, in 
charity, in every Christian grace, until the period of 
his dismissal from the Christian warfare, and his join- 
ing that countless, hlood-hought multitude (Rev. vii. 
9 — 17) who day without night circle the Eternal 
Throne rejoicing— for 

" Palms of glory, raiment bright. 
Crowns that never fade away. 
Gird and deck the saints in light,— 

Priests, and kings, and conquerors they. 
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" Yet the conqaerors bring Hieir palms 
To the Lamb amidst the Throne ; 
And proclaim, in joyfol psalms, 
Victory through Ms Cross alone!" 

To quote the closing remarks of the Editor of his 
Memoirs, — 

*' Mr. Freeston's own language, written, not for the 
public eye, displays the secret, the fervent pantings of 
his soul after elevated piety. Let the Christian follow 
him so far as he followed Christ, and cherish his bene- 
volence to man, his love to God. Let the Christian 
minister seek after that serious, habitual piety, which 
distinguished him. And let every follower of the holy 
Jesus remember that his season for growing in grace 
is very short, and its conclusion very near. ' The 
night Cometh, in which no man can work.' When 
that night arrives, happy are they who, like Joseph 
Freeston, are found waiting for the great Master's call. 
Blessed is that servant whom the Lord when he cometh 
shall find watching." 

The celebrated writer, whose sentiments have been 
already so largely quoted, justly and beautifully ob- 
serves ; " The biography of such as have been eminent 
for piety has ever been a favourite species of reading 
with those who possess a devotional spirit As face 
answers to face in a glass, so does the heart of man to 
man. To trace the steps, by which a piety feeble in 
its rudiments has attained to maturity, to observe the 
holy acts by which devout habits were strengthened 
and temptations defeated, to discern the power of truth 
in purifying and transforming the minds of such as 
have attained to high degrees of sanctity, — is equally 
delightful and edifying. To the real Christian, experi- 
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mental religion opens a new world replete with objects, 
emotions, and prospects, of which none bat those who 
are taught of God can form any just or adequate con- 
ception : and the joys and sorrows, the elevations and 
depressions, the dangers and escapes, incident to the 
spiritual warfare, produce in congenial breasts a lively 
sympathy." 

Leaving, however, an occupation, the results of 
which must have been both refreshing and edifying to 
the Christian reader ; the Compiler will content himself 
with stating, — ^what is more to his present purpose, — 
that Mr. Freeston's Memoirs contain various incidental 
testimonies to the value of his Treatise on Socinion- 
ism: a production distinguished, not so much by 
critical disquisition, as by its popular character; in 
which the writer, by striking thoughts and strong 
appeals, deals with Unitarianism principally as it 
practically affects man's safety and happiness both 
here and hereafter.* 

Thus much for individual opinions of this work. 
The judgment of the Eclectic Review will now be 
adduced — 

''The standard treatises on the Socinian contro- 
versy are unfortunately too high in matter, and too 
voluminous in extent, to encounter with effect the 
cheap and plausible tracts which this party are actively 
engaged in dispersing. It is not a reference to Bull 
or Magee that can most effectually defeat those subtile 
appeals to the popular mind. Their works, however 
excellent, are too learned and recondite. Our adver- 

* The pamphlet was originally published in 1812 : and a second 
edition of it was soon called for by the Religious Public. The present 
reprint is from the fourth edition, — the last, it is believed. 
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saries must be met on their own ground ; and the best 
method^ perhaps, of exposing the weakness and fallacy 
of their pretensions to be considered as the only true 
expositors of the word of God will be found in the 
publication of a succession of pamphlets recapitulating 
the evidences of the orthodox doctrines, and proving 
the uniform failure, as well as the dangerous tendency, 
of all attempts to shake them. This purpose the 
present production appears most admirably adapted 
to answer. It is written with an entire disregard 
of all the common artifices of composition. It 
states the points in dispute accurately, and meets 
them fairly and forcibly. [Here the Reviewers state 
the dififerent heads into which the Author has divided 
his subject, and conclude their criticism in the follow- 
ing words : — ] Each of these positions are separately 
and distinctly argued, and unanswerably established. 
The whole composition we warmly recommend. It is 
fervent without asperity, and firm without dogmatism. 
Without any afiectation of learning or fine writing, it 
is the genuine efiusion of piety and good sense ; intel- 
ligible to the lowest, and capable of being read with 
interest and advantage by the wisest." — No. for 
August, 1812. 

Thus recommended, it has been deemed advisable 
to rescue from comparative obscurity this valuable 
Treatise on one of the greatest questions of Christian 
Theology. This has been effected by discarding the 
somewhat transitory character of a pamphlet, in which 
the former editions of the work appeared, and adopt- 
ing for the present issue the more permanent form of 
a hook. 



PREFATORY ADDRESS FROM THE AUTHOR. 



TO THE HUMBLE AND FAITHFUL FOLLOWERS OF 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, OF EVERY 

DENOMINATION. 

BEIiOVED BBETHBEN; 

Feeling a deep concern for the interests of our 
common Christianity, the stability and prosperity of 
Christian churches, and the glory of Christ; and wit- 
nessing repeated attempts of the Socinians to draw off 
yoar minds from the pure doctrines of the Gospel, 
and to proselyte you to opinions which appear to me 
both erroneous and dangerous; I cannot forbear en- 
tering my protest against such pernicious errors, and 
bearing my testimony to those truths I consider of 
fundamental importance to the conversion and sal- 
vation of my fellow-creatures, as well as to confirm 
your minds in truth and godliness. How far I shall 
succeed in this attempt, or whether what is contained 
in the following pages be calculated to effect the pur- 
poses above-mentioned, is not for me to determine. 
I feel, however, a satisfaction in having, to the best of 
my ability, made the attempt, and will leave it to the 
Divine blessing. 

I think it proper here to state that, by " Socinians," 
I mean, that body of professing Christians who have 
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assumed to themselves the distinctive appellation of 
" Unitarians." I have preferred the former term, as 
most discriminative and just. All Christians believing 
in the unity of God are, consequently. Unitarians 
also. It must, however, be acknowledged, that the 
term Socinian is not perfectly descriptive of this deno- 
mination of professors at the present time, as they 
have carried the practice of philosophizing on Scrip- 
ture much farther than either Lelius or Faustus Socinus 
presumed to do, and have renounced some articles of 
the Racovian creed, and added such new opinions as 
would probably have filled their minds with surprise, 
if not with horror. Faustus Socinus, however incon- 
sistent, was the strenuous advocate of paying religious 
worship to Christ, and opposed Francis Davides, super- 
intendent of the Socinian churches in Transylvania, 
with such violence, for charging this practice with ido- 
latry, that he was thrown into prison by the Prince of 
that country, where he ended his days. Modem Soci- 
nians have proceeded so far in purging Christianity 
from eiror, and in reducing it to the standard of 
reason, as they presumingly deem it, that one rejects 
three out of the four Gospels as fabulous; another 
despises prayer, as nugatory; a third brands public 
worship with the name of hypocrisy ; a fourth opposes 
the morality of the Sabbath, and even recommends 
without a blush the pious pleasures of the playhouse 
on a Sunday ; and, at length, a disciple of the same 
school denies the resurrection and general judgment, 
which the other had pronounced the only discoveries 
of rational Christianity ! I**^ Is it difficult, after this, 
to anticipate whither reason will lead them at last P 

* See Bogue and Bennett's History of the Dissenters, iv. 257. 
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The leligious views maintained in the following 
pages have not been hastily adopted. The writer is 
pretty well known to have used some freedom of in- 
quiry ; nor has he been backward to investigate sub- 
jects as impartially and diligently as he knew how. 
But this he can confidently assure the reader, that 
the more he has read, considered, and observed, the 
more he has been confirmed in his views. 

A departure from the peculiar doctrines of the 
Crospel has been very injurious to many Christian 
Societies in this kingdom, once very prosperous; 
nearly destructive to those formerly belonging to the 
Presbyterians. I most earnestly wish the same evil 
may never befal those who are now in a peaceful and 
flourishing state : God forbid it ever should ! The 
case of those Churches should be a warning to Christ- 
ian Societies, in all future generations, of the dreadful 
consequences of departing from the truth.'" The same 
causes will produce the same efiects : and if, after such 
a manifest proof of the deplorable efiects of a derelic- 
tion of truth, we still venture, our temerity will entitle 
us to very little compassion. It is matter of no little 
surprise to me, that, with such facts full in view, every 
one possessing sincere love to Christ and to men does 
not pause and deliberate more before he ventures on a 
system pregnant with such efiects. 

The Socinian system appears to me so extremely 
cold and lifeless, and as possessing so little that is cal- 
culated to interest and afiect the heart, that it is no 
wonder it prevails chiefly among the curious and spe- 
culative, and such as from a pride of reasoning will 

* See the 3d yolume of Bogue and BeoncU's History of the 
Diflsenters. 
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admit nothing as truth but what corresponds with their 
reason. It seems a system ill calculated to r^enerate 
and reform the world : and when we consider the cor- 
ruption, carnality, and spiritual deadness of the human 
mind, we need not wonder that the fruits of it among 
the ignorant and ungodly are so few. Indeed, as if 
conscious of its inertness, the Socinians direct their aims 
more towards professors of different denominations, with a 
view to proselyte them, than to awaken the careless, 
quicken the lifeless, and convert the sinner from the 
error of his ways. As their system does not appear 
very well adapted to such a purpose, nor their zeal for 
it very ardent, so I judge their success in it is very 
small. The great patrons and advocates of Socinian- 
ism do not appear to me exactly such characters as 
Providence would be likely to call forth to reform a 
degenerate Church in times of general lukewarmness 
or apostacy. I should expect them to possess several 
important pre-requisites which have attended other 
Reformers, but for which the Socinians are by no 
means remarkable. 

The design of this small piece is, to act as a pre* 
servative, by inducing a serious and deliberate consider- 
ation before the doctrines of Socinianism are embraced. 
If I had not considered them greatly erroneous, and 
that it is of vast importance to the holiness and salva- 
tion of individuals, and to the interests of Christianity 
at large, to retain the truth as it is in Jesus, I should 
not have made this attempt. I therefore most earnestly 
and devoutly commit it to the special blessing of the 
God of truth, and to the impartial consideration of my 
brethren in Christ. If any one be desirous of view- 
ing this subject more at large, let him read Fuller's 
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" CompaTison of Calvinism and Sociuianisn]/' and Dr. 
Magee on '* Sacrifice and Atonement." 

There is, however, another method of being pre- 
served from the errors of Socinianism, and which 
experience has taught me to be very effectual ; that 
is, maintaining a constant and solicitous concern to 
promote vital religion in the soul, cultivating a habit 
of devotion, and seeking increasing nearness to God 
by habitual fervent prayer, hourly watchfulness and 
circumspection, and a daily reading the devotional and 
practical works of our most pious and spiritual writers. 
What a divine unction would attend such a practice ; 
and how efiectually would it operate as a preservative 
from error ! The mind would hereby acquire such a 
relish for devotion, and advance so rapidly in spirit- 
uality and true godliness, as to feel little disposition to 
surrender such delights for what the frigid system of 
Socinianism can yield. Who would abandon tbe fer- 
tile fields of Italy for the sterile regions of Nova 
Zembla ? '' What hast thou to do in the way of 
Egypt to drink the waters of Sihor ?" Jer. ii. 18. 
But a neglect of devotion, and a decay of vital religion, 
will leave the mind so indifferent to truth as to cause 
it readily to embrace any system, plausibly recom- 
mended, that is more indulgent, and congenial to its 
habitudes and taste. 

Should there be any expressions in the following 
pages that are deemed harsh, or savour of illiberality, 
the writer, upon conviction, would be very sorry : he 
has studied to avoid such expressions, and will be very 
ready to correct them when pointed out ; his design 
not being to provoke, but to warn and to convince. 
Although he must acknowledge that he feels indignant 
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at errors so gross and awful^ and so derogatory to the 
honour of Christ as the Saviour of men and Lord of 
his kingdom> yet he feels the most tender compassion 
for the persons of those who fall into them^ and earn- 
estly desires their recovery^ as well as that Christians 
universally may be preserved from them. That the 
Spirit of truth may lead every reader of this into " all 
truth/' and by his special blessing and the more copious 
effusion of his influences cause truth and righteousness 
to spread in the worlds until " the wilderness and the 
solitary place shall be glad^ and the desert shall rejoice 
and blossom as the rose/' and ''all the ends of the 
earth shall see the salvation of our God" (Isa. xxxv. 
1 ; lii. 10)> is the sincere desire and fervent prayer of 
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Hinckley; May 23, 1812. 



PREPACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 



The Author, in sending a second edition of his 
pamphlet into the world, avails himself of the oppor- 
tmiity to express his grateful acknowledgments to his 
numerous readers; and especially to the writers who 
have noticed the first edition, with so much candour 
and liberality, in the Monthly Publications. 

He feels himself highly gratified also with the 
strong terms of approbation in which several of his 
readers have expressed their opinion privately ; among 
whom are some as distinguished for talents, as for in- 
tegrity and piety. The approbation of the wise and 
good will always afford him great encouragement. 

The above considerations, with the rapid sale his 
publication has met with (which has far exceeded his 
most sanguine expectation), strongly confirm his hope 
that it is calculated to answer those important purposes 
which the writer had in view in first submitting it 
to the attention of the Public. 

It has excited more notice from persons of opposite 

sentiments than he expected ; but he has seen nothing 

yet that merits a reply. He considers his arguments 

as still possessing that solidity and force, in which they 

first appeared to him ; being founded on plain and 

express Scripture testimony. He wishes those who 

choose to animadvert on what he has advanced, to do 

c 2 
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it in good temper. Anger and resentment from any 
of his opponents have no other effect upon him than 
to excite his compassion. He does not, however, 
complain of tliese in every one who has noticed it. 

He was very far from designing to excite contro- 
versy ; that not being at all his taste ; but merely to 
state his views on what he considered subjects of the 
first importance. Those who differ from him have 
equal liberty to state theirs. Let the serious reader, 
in the fear of God, and with fervent prayer, judge and 
determine for himself. 

That the truth, as it is in Jesus, may prevail ; the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ be glorified, and his 
kingdom be speedily established ; is the fervent desire 
and prayer of 

THE AUTHOR. 



AN ANSWER TO THE QUESTION, 
"WHY ARE YOU NOT A SOCINIAN?^' 



1. Because the Socinians depreciate the 
Bible. They not only reject as unauthentic 
single passages, but whole chapters; and place 
the Epistles of the Apostles upon a level with 
such compositions as are uninspired ; so that, in 
reading them, we are to consider and determine, 
not merely what is their meaning, but whether 
their authors reason conclusively or not; and 
also whether what they write be not the effect of 
early prejudices, or opinions too hastily imbibed* 
Whether any of the sacred books be inspired, or 
how many of them, or what parts of them, is a 
question which I know not how they have deter- 
mined, or whether they have yet settled. But 
such views of the Bible make it a very uncertain 
and doubtful book, as a rule of faith and practice, 
and are calculated to destroy all confidence in it, 
and totally subvert its authority. Before they 
Attempt to proselyte others to their opinions, 
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they should first settle the. question, what is 
authentic and inspired, and what is^ not; that 
men may know what is a revelation from God. 
Some of them profess to believe the^otir Gospels 
as inspired, excepting a few chapters and detached 
passages ; while others receive but one of them, 
the Gospel according to St Luke; nor even the 
whole of that When men can take such a 
daring liberty with the Scriptures, it is no wonder 
that they fall into dangerous errors. Were I to 
imbibe ^eir opinions, I should know not what to 
believe, nor what to reject; I could have no con- 
fidence in any part of the Bible, but should be 
thrown into the most awfiil perplexity, if I were 
not incHned to reject the whole. I am resolved, 
therefore, as long as I can, to consider it an 
inspired book; that its authors were <<holy men, 
who wrote as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost" As such, I pray that I may be ever 
inclined most thankfully to receive it as a book 
sent from Heaven, to guide men into all truth ; 
and most humbly and reverentially submit my 
understanding to its teaching, and my practice 
to its guidance. I have examined the evidences 
on which the Bible claims to be a divinely 
inspired book, and am well satisfied. The 
objections of sceptics appear to me mere cavils. 
I have witnessed the audacious presumption of 
some, in sneering at the Mosaic account of the 
Creation, as unphilosophical; and yet the greats 
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est philosophers that the world ever produced 
have seen nothing absurd in it 

2. Because the Socinians appear to 
IDOLIZE HUMAN REASON. RcasoH is Unques- 
tionably the distinguishing faculty of man; but, 
in consequence of the Fall, and the prevalence 
of depravity and sin, like all the rest of our 
powers, it is greatly debilitated, and consequently 
is a very improper guide in matters of religion. 
In order to judge correctly what reason can do 
in matters of such importance, we must look 
back to times antecedent to the enjoyment of a 
Divine revelation; and there we shall discover 
the fullest evidence that it was incapable of 
securing its possessors from the most palpable 
errors, the most horrid superstition, and the 
grossest vices. Witness ancient Greece and 
Rome, at the periods of their greatest refine- 
ment The proper province of reason is to 
examine carefully, and judge impartially, of the 
credentials of a book professing to be inspked ; 
and then to ascertain its import, and shew the 
great obligations men are under to pay an im- 
plicit and practical regard to it But to exalt it 
above revelation : to make it the grand criterion 
of what is right or wrong, what is proper or 
improper for God to reveal or do; to presume to 
reject any thing revealed by God, because our 
feeble reason cannot comprehend it, or discover 
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the reasonableness and fitness of it ; is awfully 
presumptuous and insufferably arrogant There 
are innumerable objects in Nature, and events in 
Providence, which we must reject upon the same 
principle, as containing incomprehensible myste- 
ries, which no human sagacity can fathom. 

I dare not, therefore, think so disparagingly 
of the invaluable Volume the blessed God has 
been pleased to give me. I dare not think so 
highly of my own feeble powers, as to set them 
up in opposition to his Revelation, and as a 
standard by which to judge of his proceedings 
and discoveries ; feeling inwardly conscious that 
my reason is a very insufficient guide, and that 
without Divine assistance it is but a feeble barrier 
to my appetites and passions. Being satisfied 
that the Bible contains God's revealed will, and 
is designed to enlighten and guide my reason, I 
think it much more becoming me, and nmch 
safer for me, to receive it implicitly ; to study it 
with all humihty, reverence, and diligence ; and 
to seek the assistance of the Holy Spirit to teach 
and guide me ; because in that holy book I am 
taught, that while its important truths are ^^ hid 
from the wise and prudent, they are revealed 
unto babes;" and that ^Hhe natural man re- 
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for 
they are foolishness unto him; neither can he 
know themy because they are spiritually dis- 
cerned." Our Lord also, who well knew human 



€i 



WHY ARE YOU NOT A SOCINIAN ?" 25 



nature, and the proneness of men to self-conceit 
and presumption, hath said, '^ Except ye receive 
the kingdom of God as a little child, ye shall in 
no wise enter therein." I therefore deem it 
safest and best to distrust my own sufficiency, 
and seek assistance from above, even the teach- 
ings of that Holy Spirit which God hath pro- 
mised to them that ask him. 

3. Because they degrade the person and 
CHARACTER OF Jesus Christ. The liberty they 
take with the illustrious and glorious Saviour 
shocks my feelings. They affirm him to be a 
mere man, and nothing but a man ; that he is the 
proper son of Joseph, denying his miraculous con- 
ception. They hesitate not to declare him to 
have been foUible and peccable. Now, that sacred 
Book, which I cannot but regard with the highest 
veneration, speaks of him as the " mighty God" 
(Isa. ix. 6) ; as " over all, God blessed for ever" 
(Rom. ix. 5) : who " in the beginning was with 
God, and was God" (John i. 1) ; and, as " Emma- 
nuel, God with v£' * (Matt. i. 23) :— that «in him 

* "The venerable Mr. Granville Sharp has demonstrated, that, 
in Eph. V. 5, Tit. ii. 13, 2 Pet. i. 1, the Person called Ood is Jesus 
Christ; for he has observed it to be an invariable rule in the Greek 
language, that when Kai connects two or more attributive nouns, t. e. 
nouns significative of character, relation, or dignity, in the singular 
number, and the article ho [d], in any of its cases, is inserted before 
the firtt only of such nouns, then they are all of them assumed of the 
tauM person or thing." See Doctrine of the Greek Article, by Dr. 
Middleton,p. 80, note. — ^According to the above rule, the three passages 
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dwelt an the /illness of the Godhead bodih/^ (CoL 
iL 9) ; and that he " thought it not robbery to be 
equjol with God'* (Phil. ii. 6). It declares him to 
be the Creator^ Preserver, and Judffe of the world. 
" All things were created by him, and for him : 
and by him all things consist" CoL i. 16, 17. 
" Without him was not any thing made that was 
made." (John L 3.) He is said to be " Lord of 
all" (Acts X. 36) ; « the Ahnighty" (Rev. L 8). 
He is present with all his churches. Matt xviii. 
20 ; xxviii. 20. " All the churches shall know 
that I am he which searcheth the reins and 
hearts : and I will give imto every one according 
to his works." Rev. ii. 23. All power is given to 
him in heaven and in earth (Matt xxviiL 18) ; 
and <^ angels and authorities and powers are 
made subject to him" (1 Pet iii. 22). At the 
great day, he will come in his own glory, and in 
the glory of the Father, with all the holy angels, 
to judge the world in righteousness, and to 
reward every man according to his deeds. Matt 
XXV. 31 ; 2 Tim. iv. 1 ; Matt xvi. 27. He is 
called "Jehovah, our righteousness and strength;'* 
and Jehovah, in whom all the seed of Israel shall 

are thus rendered : " No whoremonger, Sec. hath any inherituice in the 
kingdom of him (who is) Christ and God" Eph. v. 5. " Looking for 
that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of him (who is) our great 
God and Saviour, (even) Jesus Christ" Tit. ii. 13. " To them that 
have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of 
him (who is) our great God and Saviour, (even) Jesus Christ" 2 Pet. i. 1. 
This is also confirmed by Mr. Wordsworth.— £ von. Mag. Jan. 1812. 
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be justified, and shall glory." Isa. xlv. 24, 25. 
Now, surely, this language can never be used in 
reference to a mere man. It appears to me 
extravagantly absurd to suppose such a thing. 
In the face of so many plain and solemn declara- 
tions, which ascribe Creation, Preservation, Judg- 
ment, and Deity, to Jesus Christ, and which speak 
so expressly of his superiority to angels, and of 
their worshipping him (Heb. L 6) ; his omnisci- 
ence, his omnipotence, and his omniprescence ; 
and the numerous places in which he is called the 
Son of God, and the only begotten Son of God;* 
— ^I say, in direct opposition to so many plain 
declarations, I cannot, witii the Socinians, believe 
him to be a mere man; and it appears to me 
irrational to regard their criticisms, cavils, or 
conjectures, in preference to such plain and posi- 
tive Scripture testimony. I also think it much 
the safest. My mind recoils at the' thought of 
meeting him arrayed in all the splendour and 



* " The sacred writers have ascribed to Christ the work of solva- 
tion — the work of the last judgment — ^the care of the whole Church — 
the power of searching the heart — and the possession of all power iu 
heaven and earth, &;c. Whereas, if a mere man lived in the sun, or 
in the nearest planet, we cannot conceive how he could possibly take 
any care of us, or influence any of the concerns of our world ; or how 
he could keep our souls, which we have solemnly * committed to him 
against that day, when he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and 
admired in all them that believe.' O that all the Socinians on earth 
would now ' kiss the Son, lest he be angry,' and they should perish by 
the wrath of the Lamb : for, ' cursed is the man who trustcth in man : ' 
but, ' blessed are all they who put their trust in him.' " 
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majesty of a Judge^ after having imbibed and 
propagated opinions respecting him so degrading. 

4. Because they reject his expiatory 
SACRIFICE, INTERCESSION, &C. They deny his 
death to have been a proper sacrifice for sin, 
or that there was any merit in the shedding of 
his blood ; and they hold that his death serred 
only to attest the truth of his testimony, to 
display the zeal of a martyr, and as being neces- 
sary to his rising again from the dead, and also 
to render him an example of suffering to his 
followers. As to his intercession^ he is supposed 
doubtless to be somewhere now, but he is doing 
nothing for us, or rendering us no services 
whereby we are under any obligation to him.* 
Now if I pay any serious regard to my Bible, 
I can never admit such opinions as these. It 
positively declares that Christ hath " given him- 
self for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for 
a sweetsmelling savour" (Eph. v. 2) ; that he 
"died for the ungodly" (Rom. v. 6) ; " suffered 
for the unjust" (1 Pet iii. 18); "appeared to 
put away sin by the sacrifice of himself;" and 
"was once offered to bear the sins of many." 
Heb. ix. 26, 28. "Christ our Passover was 
sacrificed for us." 1 Cor. v. 7. "He himself 
bare our sins in his own body on the tree." I 

* See Mr. Belsfaam, and Dr. Magee. 
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Pet ii* 24. ^ On him the Lord laid the iniquity 
of us alL" Isa. liiL 6. '' By his knowledge shall 
my righteous servant justify many ; for he shall 
bear their iniquities." Isa. liii. 11. ^^He hath 
redeemed us from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us." GaL iiL 13. He hath 
^^made peace through the blood of his cross." 
Col. L 20. Who hath " redeemed us to God by 
his blood." Rev. t. 9. The « blood of the New 
Testament, which was shed for many for the 
remission of sins." Matt xxvi. 28. The pur- 
poses of his coming and dying are expressly said 
to be — " to make reconciliation or atonement for 
iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteous- 
ness" (Dan. ix. 24) ; " to put away sin" (Heb. ix. 
26) ,• to "make peace" (CoL i. 20) ; to "obtain 
eternal redemption" (Heb. ix. 12) ; to bring us 
"nigh unto God" (Eph. ii. 13) ; to "redeem us 
from the curse of the law" (GaL iii. 13) ; and to 
"deliver us from the wrath to come" (1 Thess. i. 
10). Christians are also said to be " redeemed" 
and " bought by his blood" (1 Pet i. 18, 19; 1 Cor. 
vi.20): theyare like wise declared to be "reconciled 
by his death," and "justified by his blood" (Rom. 
V. 9, 10). Sinners are directed to him as "the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world." John i. 29. Christ himself declares, that 
he came " to give his life a ransom for many" 
(Matt XX. 28); to "give his flesh for the Ufe 
of the world" (John vL 51); and that, "except 
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we eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink 
his blood, we have no life in us" (John yi« 53). 
The above is the ciurrent language of Scripture. 
Are not these purposes very different from those 
mentioned by Socinians ? Are they not also very 
important ones ? And what will be the situation 
of those who refuse or neglect, with all humility 
and penitence, to apply to Jesus Christ, as the 
only Saviour, for the attainment of those objects? 
This demands the most serious attention of 
Socinians.* The New Testament was given to 
instruct plain, unlettered men, such as mechanics 
and labourers, servants, and children, on the most 
momentous subjects, on religion and immortality. 
What then is the meaning of the above declara- 
tions ? What would the unsophisticated mind say 
to them ? What ideas would a plain and honest 
inquirer affix to them? Is it not most obvious, 
that Jesus Christ became a proper sacrifice for 
sin ; that his dying for sinners is the ordy ground 
or consideration on which God pardons sin, and 
receives transgressors to a state of reconciliation 

* " Under tlie Mosaic economy, the blood of the victims was 
sprinkled both on the altar and on the people, to shew that the death 
of Christ gave to Divine justice what it demanded, and to men what 
they needed. The people were sanctified by it unto God ; and God 
was propitiated by it unto the people. 3y this sacrifice, the Law was 
magnified, and made honourable ; so Divine justice received its due : 
and those who believe, are justified from all guilt, and sanctified from 
all sin ; so they receive all that they need. Thus God is well pleased, 
and believers eternally saved. This is a glorious economy ; highly 
worthy of God, itfl author." — Dr. A. Clarke. 
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and favour ?* Would not ninety-nine readers 
out of a hundred, whose minds were uninfluenced 
by any preconceived system or opinions, a£Bx 
these ideas to them ? Would one in twenty of 
the professed Socinians have embraced their 
present views, if they had not learnt them from 
such writers, but had confined their reading to 
the Holy Scriptures? Some may presumptu- 
ously assert, that the Apostles were mistaken ; 
that they wrote imder the influence of Jewish 
prejudices; and that they reasoned inconclu- 
sively ; &C. To me it appears much wiser and 
safer to believe them, than any modem caviller 
or reasoner, any Socinian doctor, or learned 
critic- Their opportunities were unquestionably 
the best for knowing the will of their divine 
Master; and the Holy Spirit was given them, 
to " bring all things to their remembrance ;" to 
"guide them into all truth;" to "teach them all 
things;" and to "abide with them." John xvi. 
13; xiv. 16, 26. Judge then, O serious reader, 



* "The following are a fev instances, among many, of the 
granting of Divine forgiveness through a Mediator : — Of Israely 
at the intercession of Moses, Numb, xiv; and again, Deut. ix. — 
Sodom, at the intercession of Abraham, had ten persons been found. 
Gen. xTiii. 82. For the sake of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, He is 
represented as being merciful to their posterity. Gen. xxvi. 24. He 
forgave Abimelech upon the prayer of Abraham, Gen. xx. 7 ; and the 
friends of Job, upon the solicitation of that patriarch, Job xlii. 10. And 
what renders these last two instances peculiarly strong is, that whilst 
He declares the purpose of forgiveness. He at the same time expressly 
prescribes the mediation by which it was to be obtained." — Dr. Magee. 
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whether, with such qualifications, they are not 
most likely to be right ; and whether it be not 
your highest wisdom to believe them, and adhere 
to their testimony. This is my fixed resolution : 
and till I have another Bible, I cannot be a 
Socinian. As to where Christ now is, though 
they may affect to know nothing about him, or 
what he is doing, the sacred Scriptures inform 
us, and the humble and devout Christian be- 
lieves, that "the heavens have received him 
until the time of the restitution of all things" 
(Acts iiL 21) ; that he is "ascended to the right 
hand of God, angels, authorities, and powers 
being subject to him" (1 Pet iii. 22); where 
*^he ever lives to make intercession for us;" 
and is our "Advocate with the Father" (Heb. 
vii. 25; 1 John ii. 1). He is advanced to the 
government of the universe, and lives as the 
high priest of his Church, for whom he is made 
"Head over all things" (Eph. L 22); and, 
being touched with a feeling of our infirmities, 
and possessing almighty power and sovereign 
dominion, he is " able to succour those who are 
tempted." "Fear not," he says: "I am the 
first and the last : I am he that liveth, and was 
dead: and, behold! I am alive for evermore. 
Amen ; and have the keys of hell and of death." 
Rev. i. 27, 28. Blessed be God that the above 
Scriptures inform us where Christ is, and what 
he is doing, if some will know nothing about it ! 
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5. Because the important doctrines of 
Regeneration, Justification, Divine Influ- 
ence, &C., ARE rejected BY THEM AS ENTHU- 
SIASTIC. In the sacred Scriptures, the above 
doctrines are mentioned and inculcated as being 
of the first importance, and the enjoyment of 
them as peculiar and distinguished privileges. 
The greatest stress is laid on them by the in- 
spired writers. In this light also they have 
been held by the wisest and best of men in 
every age, and have been strenuously insisted 
on by the most pious and successful ministers. 
The great Author of Christianity himself has 
said, in the most solemn manner, respecting 
regeneration, that, ^^ except a man be bom 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God" 
(John iii. 3) ; that is, he can neither discern 
the real nature and excellency of that kingdom, 
nor erffoy its privileges and honours. The 
Apostles speak of it as the common privilege of 
true believers, or sincere and humble Christians. 
They mention their being "born again"— 
"created anew" — "passed from death unto 
life;" &C. &c And with respect to the other 
doctrines, they are so repeatedly inculcated, and 
in such a forcible manner, that it is unnecessary 
to cite passages to those who are in the habit 
of reading their Bibles. The Christian is said 
to be "justified freely by his grace." Rom. iiL 
24. "By him," that is, Christ, « all that believe 

D 
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are justified from all things" (Acts xiii, 39) ; 
and, "being justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ" 
(Rom. V. 1). This blessing appeared of such 
magnitude to the Apostle, that he " counted all 
things but dung, that he might win Christ," and 
be found in the possession of it; see PhiL iii. 
d, 9. It is tremendously awful to treat such 
doctrines with levity, and to attempt to explain 
them away. Is there no reason to fear that 
those who do so are utter strangers to all expe- 
rimental enjoyment of them, however important 
or necessary? A dignitary of the Establish- 
ment once publicly affirmed, in one of our 
University churches, that at the present time 
we have nothing to do with such passages as 
speak of the new birth; and I myself have 
known some to ridicule it [*] God, however, 

[* That this is not said from any feeling of hostility to the 
ministers uf the Establishment may be fairly inferred from a 
passage in Mr. Freeston's Memoirs, p. 03 — " I met with a very 
agreeable companion in traveling from Leicester to Loughborough, 
the Rev. Mr. Lowe, of Magdalen College, Cambridge, and minister of 
Chesterton : a Gospel minister ; and a good and lively man. He 
was exceedingly affable, communicative, friendly, and candid. His 
conversation was serious and spiritual, and I felt my heait much 
united to him. There was no high church stiffness about him ; he 
seemed as if he would recognize and love the image of Christ where 
he saw it, whether in a Dissenter or Churchman. May grace be with 
all such ! I felt strongly impelled to pray for him, after we parted in 
the most friendly manner, that God would long preserve, greatly 
bless him, and abundantly succeed his ministerial labours. May 
the Lord grant that we may meet in heaven, and renew our friendship 
there !" — It will, no doubt, be borne in mind, that Mr. Freeston's 
Treatise was first published in 1812. — Ed.] 
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in his great mercy, "gave him repentance to 
the acknowledging of the truth ;" and he lived 
to renounce such an opinion as a dangerous 
error, and earnestly to advance the contrary. I 
sincerely wish Grod may also give repentance to 
all who maintain the same opinion. The taking 
such an unhallowed and daring liberty with 
doctrines so important and necessary to the 
everlasting salvation of men, is another reason 
why I am not a Socinian. For, 

The Scriptures teach me that true Christians 
are ^^ spiritual" persons (1 Cor. ii. 16); and as 
such markedly distinct from the carnal^ or men 
o£ the world. They are "bom of the Spirit" 
(John iii. 5, 6) ; are "led by the Spirit" (Rom. 
viii. 14); enjoy its indwelling (1 Cor. vi. 19; 
Eph. ii. 22) ; are " mightily strengthened by it" 
(Eph. iii. 16) : they are exhorted to be "filled" 
with it (Eph. V. 18) ; they " walk" in it, "live" 
in it, and are "led" by it (Gal. v. 16, 18, 25); 
they are likewise "sealed" by it, and it is to 
them the "earnest" of their future heavenly 
inheritance (2 Cor. i. 22; v. 5). By it, they 
"mortify the deeds of the body" (Rom. viii. 
13); and are characteristically distinguished by 
" minding the things of the Spirit" (Rom. viii. 
5). The Apostles, in their writings, make great 
account of it, and exhort their Christian readers 
neither to "quench" it by resistance (1 Thess. 
V. 19), nor "grieve" it by acts of disobedience 

D 2 
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(Eph. iv. 30). Our Lord himself encourages 
his disciples to pray for it, by assuring them of 
God's willingness to impart it Luke xL 13. 
And yet, what account do Socinians make of it ? 
When are they heard to speak of it, to pray for 
it, and to exhort their hearers to seek its assist- 
ance and guidance, and depend on its effectual 
aid ? Reason is all in all with them. Such is 
the degree of modem refinement, and so com- 
pletely is the situation of Christians changed, 
that the Divine influence, which appeared so 
important and necessary to the Apostles, and 
to the general body of Christians in every age^ 
is rejected as unnecessary, or despised as enthu- 
siastic by them. I must therefore reject their 
system. 

6. Because I cannot see in what respects 
Jesus Christ is a Saviour, upon their 

SCHEME, ANY MORE THAN THE ApOSTLES WERE. 

The various titles of Redeemer, Mediator, 
Saviour, &c, are merely nominal. The Apostles 
taught, wrought miracles, set examples of holi- 
ness and suffering, died as martyrs to the truth, 
and dbplayed the most heroic zeal and ardent 
benevolence, in assiduously labouring to convert 
sinners, and save the world : and none of them, 
of whose martyrdom we have any account, 
appear to have had that violent conflict, in the 
near view of death, which Jesus had. Now, upon 
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the commonly received hypothesis, this subject is 
clear. Jesus is said to save sinners, not by mira- 
cles, not by teaching merely, not by example, 
though these were necessary parts of his plan ; 
but, by dying for them; by << giving his life a 
ransom f' by <^ being made a curse;" and l^ 
"bearing their sins in his own body on the tree " 
Hence he is said to have redeemed them, and 
bought them, and reconciled them, and saved 
them. Hence Christians are said to be " recon** 
ciled to God by the death of his Son ;" and to be 
"justified by his blood." Hence the Scriptures 
affirm that "his blood was shed for the remission 
of sins." And the saints in glory are said to 
have "washed their robes, and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb : therefore are they 
before the throne of Grod," &c. But is any such 
language ever applied to the Apostles ? Is their 
death spoken of as a propitiation for sin ? Are 
they said to have redeemed sinners by their 
blood ; or borne the sins of men in their bodies ; 
or reconciled them to God by their death ? or, is 
their blood said to have been sbed for the remis- 
sion of sins ? Are their lives ever mentioned as 
a ransom ; or their blood spoken of as purging 
the conscience ? Doubtless it was for some reason 
that the sufferings and death of the Lord Jesus 
Christ are spoken of in a manner different from 
what those of the Apostles are; and that so 
marked a stress is laid on those pf tbe Son of 
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God, more than on his example, his teaching, or 
his miracles. What rational account can be given 
of the sacrifices under the Law, and what is their 
significancy, if we reject the atonement of Jesus. 
Christ? Considering sacrifices from the begin- 
ning, and which were indisputably of Divine 
appointment, as referring to that grand sacrifice 
to be offered, in the fulness of time> in the person 
of God's best-beloved Son, they appear signifi- 
cant and important, and altogether worthy of 
their glorious Author.* I cannot therefore adopt 
a system, by which such violence is done to plain 
Scripture, and the death of Christ, on which so 
great a stress is laid by men I believe to have 
been divinely inspired, is lowered down to nearly 
an equality with that of his disciples; although 
the language which is used in speaking of the 
one, is so different from that used in describing 
the other. Nor am I able to account for such 
awful aberrations from plain Scripture testimony, 
but from the want of that Divivje influence and 
teaching^ which can alone be obtained from the 
Spirit of God. 



* " The sacrifice of Christ was not the procuring caitte, but the 
meansy by which God, originally disposed to forgive, thought it right to 
bestow his pardon. The sacrifice of Christ was never deemed by any, 
who did not wish to calumniate the doctrine of atonement, to have 
tnade God placable, but merely viewed as the means, appointed by 
Divine wisdom, by which to bestow foi^veness. And, agreeably to 
this, do we not find this sacrifice every where spolcen of, as ordained 
by God himself P—John iii. 16; I John iv. 10."— Dr. Magee. 
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7. Because Jesus Christ is so little the 
subject of their public preaching, in which 
they so essentially differ from the practice 
^ OF THE Apostles. From the Acts of the Apos- 
tles, and from the several Epistles, it is very 
evident that Christ was the grand topic, the 
delightful theme of their ministry. "There," 
it is said, " they preached the GospeL" Acts xiv. 
7. " Philip went down to Samaria, and preached 
Christ unto them." Acts viiL 5. " We preach 
Christ crucified," says the Apostle Paul, 1 Cor. 
i. 23. "I determined not to know any thing 
among you, save Jesus Christ and him crucified." 
1 Cor. ii. 2. Because Christ was preached, 
though sometimes from contention, the Apostle 
*< rejoiced, and would rejoice" (PhiL i. 18) ; be- 
cause, while he was made the grand subject, he 
was persuaded good would be done. But, where 
he was neglected or omitted, whatever parade of 
learning — whatever display of eloquence — what- 
ever acuteness of criticism — whatever strength 
of reasoning, might be used, no sinner would 
ever be converted. To display the love and 
grace of Christ in redemption; to speak of his 
sufferings, death, and resurrection, and the bless- 
ings and glory of his kingdom ; to exhibit him 
to the view of perishing mortals, in all his 
pleasing characters and important offices; to 
expatiate on his ability and willingness to save, 
and urge the sinner's immediate application to 
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him, acceptance of him, and reliance on him ; 
were to them subjects of unutterable importance, 
and themes on which they delighted to dwell; 
because they knew the Gospel to be "the power 
of Grod to salvation, to every one that believeth." 
But of what else, or of what other method of 
preaching, can this be said?* When do you 

* The truly pious and judicious Dr. Doddridge thus expresses 
himself on this subject, in a letter to one of his young brethren : 
" Indeed, the Gospel is a grtat thing, or it is nothing. I am more 
and more convinced of the importance of keeping to the good old 
evangelical and experimental way of pi'eaching, and look upon most of 
the new-fashioned divinity, of which some persons, in different extremes, 
are so fond, as a kind of quackery, which bodes Ul to the health of the 
soul, and of the Church in general." [This has, since his day, been 
awfully verified.] . . . ." My faith in the doctrines I preach" [and it is 
well known what those doctrines were] " is more and more confirmed 
by studying the Scriptures, by experience and observation." — Life, by 
Orton, p. 220. 

" He saw and lamented the sad deviation of many Ministers from, 
what he thought, itnportant truths of the Gospel; insisting upon them 
much less than they should have done ; or in such a manner as if they 
were making concessions to an adversary, rather than opening their 
hearts to their hearers upon a favourite subject. He saw persons 
refining upon a plain Gospel, till it was almost evaporated and lost ; 
and therefore he was the more strenuous in the support of its vital 
truths."— i&tV2; p. 219. "The vital truths of the Gospel, and its 
duties as enforced by tiiem, were his favourite topics. He oontidered 
himself as a minister of the Gospel, and therefore could not satisfy 
himself without preaching Christ, and him crucified." — P. 69. " He 
endeavoured to possess his pupils with a deep sense of the importance 
of the Gospel scheme for the recovery of man from the ruins of the 
apostacy, and his restoration to God and happiness hy a Mediator; to 
shew them that this was the great end of the Divine counsels and dis- 
pensations ; and to point out what Christ and his Apostles did to pro- 
mote it." — ^P. 87. " He frequently inculcated upon them the necessity 
of preaching Christ, if they desired to save souls ; of dwelling much 
upon the peculiarities of the Gospel scheme, and the doctrines of 
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hear a Socinian minister dwell on these topics, 
or speak much and designedly of Christ, unless 
to controvert prevailing opinions of him, and 
with a view to lower him in the conception of 
the hearers? You may now and then hear 
the phrase, '^Our Saviour,*' coldly pronounced. 
They will also sometimes propose him as an 
example. But when do they lay him as the 
foundation ; speak of him as the only tray, and 
the only name through tchich tee must be saved ; 
expatiate on his characters and offices, and dwell 
on redeeming love? When do they urge their 
audiences to Jke to him, and depend on him, for 
pardon, life, and salvation, as the Apostles did, 
and say, with one of them, ^^Be it known to 
you, men and brethren, that through this man is 
preached unto you the forgiveness of sins : and 
by him all that believe are justified from all 
things'*? Acts xiii. 38, 39. When do they 
speak of him as being nikde to all that believe, 
wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemp- 
tianf Pathetic addresses on such interesting 
topics are the only means to affect, to penetrate, 
and to transform. Alas ! they hold down their 
heads, and are restless, when they hear such 
subjects from other ministers; as if speaking 

Christ and the Spirit ; of considering their own concern in them» and 
endeaTouring to feel their energy on their own spirits, that they might 
appear to their heai'crs as giving vent to the fulness of their hearts, on 
its darling subjects."— P. 8S. 
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much, or highly, of the Saviour, gave them the 
most exquisite pain. But, while the Apostles 
made so great account of Jesus Christ, I think 
I may safely do the same ; and his transcendent 
love, in dying for me, demands it of me* It is 
greatly to be feared, persons may attend a long 
time upon Socinian preaching, before their con- 
sciences are awakened, their hearts warmed, or 
their souls regenerated. How should it be 
otherwise, seeing the Gospel only is tJte power 
of God unto salvation ; and that Gospel is shorn 
of its peculiar glory ? 

8. Because they appear to lay another 
foundation for pardon and eternal life 

THAN WHAT THE ScRIPTURES RECOMMEND. The 

language of Scripture is — "Other foundation 
can no man lay than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ." 1 Cor. iii. 11. "I am the way, 
the truth, and the life : no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me." John xiv. 6. " Neither is 
there salvation in any other: for there is none 
other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved." Acts. iv. 12. In 
opposition to these plain declarations, they say, 
Repeifdance and a good life is the only Scripture 
ground of acceptance with God. I fully admit 
the necessity of repentance and a good life ; but 
where are they spoken of in Scripture as the 
foundation of a sinner's hope, or the ground of 
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his acceptance with God? Nowhere, we may 
be sure ; because it would be in direct contra- 
diction to the above passages, and God cannot 
contradict himself. This honour belongs to 
Christj and to him cdone : God pardoneth the 
sinner "^br his sake.^ Eph. iv. 32. It is well for 
the poor sinner that the truth is not what the 
Socinians affirm : for how far must he go in a 
good life; or when must he draw the happy con- 
clusion that he is accepted of God, and forgiven ? 
This scheme would leave him at perpetual uncer- 
tainty, and subject him to the greatest perplexity 
and discouragement How much more encou- 
raging the Gospel scheme, which assures a 
sinner, the moment he accepts of Christ as a 
Saviour, and depends on him for pardon, accept- 
ance, and eternal life, he is forgiven, reconciled, 
adopted, and saved ! It authorizes him then to 
conclude himself a Christian ; and the love, 
peace, and joy, arising from this, constrain him 
to devote himself to God in Christ The -grace 
of God^^ in the Gospel, has brought salvation to 
his soul, through his believing it, and accepting 
of Christ; and it now teachetli, disposeth, and 
constraineth him to deny ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, and to live soberly, righteously, and godly 
in this present world. Being now made "free 
from sin," and " alive to God," he has his fruit 
unto holiness, and approves himself a servant 
and child of God. Whoever dare, may venture 
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their all on an unscriptural ground ; but to me, 
the presumption appears so awful and daring, 
that I shrink with horror at the thought. May 
the blessed God dispose me ever to renounce, 
with the Apostle, all reliance on any and all 
righteousness of my own ; and lead me to count 
"all things but dung, that I may win Christy 
and be found in him," having "the righteous- 
ness which is of God by faith/^ It is surprising 
that any can be so bold as to entertain ideas so 
contrary to those which the plain language of 
Scripture conveys. If such be the effects of 
learning, and criticism, and superior reason, may 
I be preserved from them !* 

* " Should [the Gospel plan of salvation] dispose ns to join with 
the disputer of this world, in doubting or denying the wisdom of the 
Almighty in the mode of our redemption, and in quarrelling with the 
means he has made use of to save us, because they appear to onr weak 
understandings strange and unaccountable ? Shall ihe man, who ia 
sinking under a mortal disease, refuse the medicine which will infalli- 
bly restore him, because he is ignorant of the ingredients of which it 
is composed ? Shall the criminal, who is condemned to death, reject 
the pardon that is unexpectedly offered to him, because he cannot oon- 
ceive in what manner, and by what means, it was obtained for him ? 
Shall we, who are all criminals in the sight of God, and are all actually 
(tiU redeemed by Christ) under the sentence of death ; shall we strike 
back the arm that is graciously stretched out to save us, merely be- 
cause the mercy offered to us is so great, that we are unable to grasp 
with our understanding the whole nature and extent of it ? Shall the 
very magnitude, in short, of the favour conferred upon us, be con- 
verted into an argument against receiving it ; and shall we determine 
not to be saved, because God chooses to do it, not in our way, but his 
own ? That our redemption by Christ is a mystery, a great mystery, 
wc readily acknowledge. But this was naturally to be expected in a 
work of sach infinite difficulty as that of rendering the mercy of God, 
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9. Because I find the Church on earth, 
AND THE Church in heaven, ascribe their 

SALVATION TO THE BLOOD OF THE REDEEMER. 

The Apostle Paul says. We are "justified by his 
blood" (Rom. v. 9); and "we have redemption 
through his blood" (Eph. i. 7). It is called " the 
blood by which we are sanctified" (Heb. x. 29) ; 
and the Apostle John says, " The blood of Jesus 
Christ cleanseth us from all sin" (1 Epist i. 7). 
The saints ahove are also said to have " washed 
their robes, and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb." They are Ukewise represented as 
acknowledging that Christ had " redeemed them 
to God by his blood;" and they "overcame by 
the blood of the Lamb:" see Rev. viL 14; v. 9; 
xii. 11. Our blessed Lord, as if it were his 
special purpose to secure the important doctrine 
of atonement from oblivion and perversion, insti- 
tuted the Supper or Sacrament, using this signi- 
ficant language : " This is my blood of the New 
Testament, which is shed for many for the 
remission of sins."* Matt. xxvL 28. Surely this 

in pardoning mankind, consistent with the exercise of his justice, and 
the support of his authority, as the moral Governor of the world. 
Whateyer could effect this must necessarily be something far beyond 
the comprehension of our narrow understandings ; that is, must neces- 
sarily be mysterious : and therefore this very circumstance, instead of 
shocking our reason, and staggering our faith, ought to confirm the 
one, and satisfy the other." — Bp. Porteus. 

* Dr. Doddridge, on this subject, remarks as follows : " I apprehend 
this ordinance of the Eucharist to have so plain a reference to the 
atonement or satisfaction of Christ, and to do so solemn an honour to 
that fundamental doctrine of the Gospel, that I cannot but believe, that 
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language could not be intended to enable Chris- 
tians to remember their Saviour merely as an 
example of suffering as a martyr. Why not join 
the Apostles' with his ? They also died martyrs. 
Why not say also, they shed their blood " for the 
remission of sins"? The ordinance must have 
been instituted with the design to represent the 
death of Christ, in all ages, as an expiatory sacri- 
fice. Let our Lord's language on another occa- 
sion be remembered, where he says, " Except ye 
eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his 
blood, ye have no life in you." 

As I sincerely and firmly believe that I owe 
my salvation to Divine grace, through Christ, as 
my atoning sacrifice^ enjoyed " through faith in 
his blood" (Rom. iii. 25), and have a humble 
hope of joining, in God's good time, the society 
of saints in heaven, I wish to be prepared ; and 
I am persuaded I can most cordially unite with 
them in singing, ^< Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain, who has redeemed us to God by his blood." 



while this sacred institution continues in the Church (as it will an- 
douhtedly do to the end of the world), it will be impossible to root that 
doctrine out of the minds of plain, humble Christians, by all the little 
artifices of such forced and unnatural criticisms, as those by which it 
has been attacked. Unprejudiced and honest simplicity will always 
see the analogy this ordinance has to ' eating the flesh of the Son of 
God, and drinking his blood ;' and will be taught by it to feed on him, 
as * the Lamb that was slain, by the gracious appointment of God, to 
take away the sin of the world.' The enemies of this heart-reviving 
truth might as well hope to pierce through a coat of mail with a straw, 
as to reach such a truth, defended by such an ordinance as this, by 
any of their trifling sophistries." — Family Expositor. 
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10. Because, as far as I am able to judge, 

THE SOCINIANS, IN GENERAL, ARE MORE CURIOUS, 
CRITICAL, AND SPECULATIVE, THAN DEVOTIONAL, 

SPIRITUAL, AND PRACTICAL. I may be in some 
degree mistaken, and I wish not to charge them 
wrongfuDy ; but, as far as my knowledge extends, 
— ^and it is corroborated by the testimony of 
others, and is even admitted by some of their 
own denomination, — they are by no means dis- 
tinguished for seriousness, devotion, spiritual- 
mindedness, diligence in attending public wor- 
ship, or strictness in morals. They are fre- 
quently persons of fashion, fond of entertain- 
ments and carnal pleasure, and too nearly 
resemble the world. I know they are ready 
to cavil and dispute, object and criticise; but 
I never found them prompt to promote serious 
conversation on experimental and practical reli- 
gion. With all my propensities to evil, and a 
tendency to an undue love of the world, what 
safer should I be, or what advantages should I 
secure, by going over to them ? I should fear 
losing all relish for vital, spiritual religion; 
because the motives presented by their system 
appear incomparably less efficacious than those 
presented by the views I hold. To me they ap- 
pear to make light of Christy who is in every true 
Christian the hope of glory ; and of that looking to 
Jesus^ and feeding upon hinij without which, the 
Lord himself says, we have no life in tis. Socinian- 
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ism has been denominated the ^^ Frigid Zone" of 
Christianity: but I have constant need of that 
which will warm, enliven, and invigorate. Truth, 
I know, contains superior and exclusive advan- 
tages : but then surely those advantages will be 
exhibited in the lives of its genuine votaries. 
Could I see Sodnians superior to others in piety, 
spirituality, zeal, self-denial, contempt of the 
world, universal godliness; did I see them ardent 
in the attempt to convert sinners from the error 
of their ways, rather than to proselyte other 
professors to their opinions ; I should then have 
some powerful motives to pause and reexamine 
my views. But such fruits, I must own, I 
despair of beholding on so ungenial a soiL 

11. Because the Divine Being appears to 
withhold the sanction of his blessing from 
them, in that their ministry is not succeeded 

TO THE CONVERSION OF THE UNGODLY. How far 

they make the conversion of the ungodly the 
object of their aim, they best know; but that 
they have very little success, is undeniable. 
Where, and when, are the revivals among them, 
which we behold among others? Let them 
speak of them, and appeal to them, if I be 
mistaken* There must, in my humble opinion, 
be something materially amiss, where this con- 
tinues tOv^e the case. This want of success 
appears ^y to be accounted for; but that it 
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does not strike their minds, and make them less 
confident and assuming, is to me surprising. 
All ministerial success is owing to the Divine 
blessing : it is ^' God that giveth the increase." 
If we take an attentive survey of the different 
denominations of Christians, we observe that 
where the peculiar doctrines of the Gospel are 
regularly and clearly advanced, there good is 
done. In the Establishment, and out of it — 
among Calvinists and Arminians, as they are 
usually distinguished — where Christ is preached, 
and the plain doctrines of the Gospel are in^ 
sisted on, there success is seen. It is obvious 
enough to an unprejudiced mind, what were the 
leading topics of the Apostles' ministry; and, 
from the Reformation to the present day, true 
religion has prevailed or declined, in proportion 
as their method has been pursued or neglected. 
The Presbyterian and the Old General Baptist 
churches should be held up as beacons, to 
warn both ministers and churches in the present 
and all succeeding ages, as exhibiting the cala- 
mitous effects of departing from an evangelical 
mode of preaching; in other words, departing from 
the plain Gospel i* while that mode of preaching, 
and those religious views, which have been main- 
tained and practised by the Methodists, the New 

* I would recommend to the reader s attention the 3d volume of the 
History of the Dissenters, by Bogue and Bennett, where he will see 
this awful fact fully manifested. 

£ 
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Connection of General Baptists, and the various 
Calvinistic societies, both Baptists and Inde- 
pendents, with the Evangelical Clergy of the 
Establishment, have evinced the greatest success. 
There have been some remarkable instances of 
an unusual outpouring of the Holy Spirit from 
on high, in both England and America, which 
have produced a wonderful revival of religion, 
and extraordinary success. It deserves consi- 
deration both with what reUgious views, and 
what mode of preaching, that outpouring of the 
Spirit was connected, and from which such ex- 
traordinary success proceeded. Was it ever so 
among the Socinians?* Did they ever witness 
among themselves such a revival, and such 
ministerial success ? Alas ! where Christ is 
represented as a mere man — his blood spoken 
of as unavailing to a sinner's salvation — and 



* " It is instructive, though painful, to remark, that while he [Dr. 
Benson] and Dr. Lardner [two very distinguished men for literature 
and diligence] were writing very learned books, and gaining extensive 
fame, the congregation was gradually diminishing, till it scarcely was 
entitled to the name; and having received the deadly poison from 
their lips, after a precarious existence of twelve years, under Dr. Price, 
Mr. Radcliff, and Dr. C alder, it became extinct. The meeting-hoose 
was sometime afterwards opened by William Alldridge, a Calvinistic 
Methodist, from Lady Huntingdon's college at Trevecca. The faith of 
the ancient Noucomformists, wliicli had soiuided so clearly and power- 
fully from the mouth of Mr. Cruso fourscore years before, and which 
had not been heard within the walls since the decease of Dr. Harris, 
was now heard again ; and the place was filled anew with attentive 
and serious hearers. ' Let him that readeth understand.' " — Bogue 
and Bennett' » History of the Dissenlcra, iv. 401. 
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regeneration, justification by faith in Christ, 
and sanctification by the Holy Spirit, are re- 
jected as enthusiastic ; and where no divine 
assistance from the Holy Spirit is desired or 
expected, to ensure ministerial success; what 
revival, what success, can be expected ? While 
such undeniable facts force themselves on my 
notice, I must decline being a Socinian. [*] 



I* " It is equally worthy of notice, that not only do revivals and 
conversions never result from any other preaching than evangelical ; 
but it is also found, that the exhibition of the doctrines implied in that 
term are alike indispensable to fruitfulness in good works. The great 
Dr. Chalmers has given a remarkable and solemn testimony to this 
effect. In the ye&T 1836 he thus addressed his parishioners at Kit- 
many : — " I cannot but record the effect of an actual, though undesigned 
experiment, which I prosecuted for upwards of 12 years among you. 
During the whole of that period, in which I made no attempt against 
the natural enmity of the mind to God, while I was inattentive to the 
way in wluch this enmity is dissolved, viz., by ihefree offer on the one 
hand, and the believing acceptance on the other, of the Gospel salvation; 
while Christ, through whose blood the sinner, who by nature stands 
afar off, is brought near to the heavenly Lawgiver, whom he has 
offended, was scarcely ever spoken of, or spoken of in such a way as 
stripped him of all the importance of his character and his offices— even at ' 
this time I certainly did press the reformations of honour, and truth, and 
integrity, among my people ; but I never once heard of any such reforma- 
tion having been effected among them. I am not sensible that all the vehe- 
mence with which I urged the virtues and proprieties of social life had 
the weight of a feather on the moral habits of my parishioners. And 
it was not till I got impressed by the utter alienation of the heart in all 
its desires and affections from God ; it was not till reconciliation to 
Him became the distinct and the prominent object of my ministerial 
exertions; it was not till I took the Scriptural way of laying the 
method of reconciliation before them ; it was not till the free offer of 
forgiveness through the blood of Christ was urged upon their acc^t- 
ance, and the Holy Spirit given through the channel of Christ's medi- 
atorship to all who ask him, was set before them as the unceasing 

E 2 
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12. Because the wisest and best, the 
most prayerful and holy men, as well as 
the most learned, in all ages of the 
Church, have held very different views of 
Christian doctrines, and rejected the Sogi- 
nian as dangerous errors. I would not lay an 
undue stress on this circumstance, nor would I by 
any means depreciate the learning of the Socinians. 
I am far from denying that they possess both 
learmng aqd talents. But has there not always 
been, and is there not still, more engaged in 
the behalf of evangelical religion? It would 
be both needless and endless to specify names. 
But what I lay more stress upon is, the superior 
piety of those who have maintained evangelic^ 
views of religion. The Socinians themselves 
will, I think, admit this. It appears to me, that 
the Spirit of truth would be much more likely 
to ^^ guide into all truth" those who have main- 
tained the most ardent and habitual devotion — 
who have earnestly sought, and steadily relied 
on Divine assistance — than those who make little 

object of their meditation and their prayers ; it was not, in one word, 
till the contemplations of my people were toraed to these great and 
essential elements in the business of a soul providing for its interests 
with God and the concerns of its eternity, — that I ever heard of any 
of those subordinate reformations which I aforetime made the zealous, 
but I am afraid, at the same time, the ultimate object of my earlier 
ministrations. But now a sense of your heavenly Master's eye has 
brought another influence to bear upon you. You have at least taught 
me, that to preach Christ it the only effective way of preaching morality 
in all its branches "-^Christian Journal, Jan. 1836. — Ed. J 
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or no account of such assistance ; who neither 
expect nor ask it ; but who rely on their reason, 
their learning, or their critical sagacity. Were 
I under any necessity of imphcitly adopting the 
creed of any individual, I should think myself 
safest in adopting his, who, to learning and 
al»lity, united the most serious, earnest, and 
habitual devotion. As he asks more counsel 
from Heaven, he is likely to receive more; and 
as he relies more on Divine aid, he is likely to 
enjoy more of it Under this view, I could 
much rather commit the guidance of my con- 
science to a Doddridge than a Priestley, to a 
Hall than a Belshanu* 

Upon the Socinian plan, how poor and meager 
does the Gospel scheme appear ! A dispensar 
tion long foretold, and highly spoken of, and 
concerning which the most exalted expectations 
were raised : preceded by a long train of pro- 
phecies, gradually unfolding and describing the 
nature and glory of the Messiah's reign: his 
great undertaking was adumbrated by a number 
of significant types, and shadows, and institu- 
tions ; and his appearance was announced by a 
choir of angels. His mission was authenticated 
by a series of the most stupendous miracles; and 

* " In what oonoems the vitals of religion," says Dr. Campbell, 
" rectitude of disposition goes farther, even to enlighten the mind, 
than acateness of intellect, however important this may be in other 
respects." 
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obedience to him was enforced by the most awfal 
sanctiofis : the glory of the Gospel dispensation 
being so great, that the preceding one, in com- 
parison of it, "had no glory." And yet, when 
this dispensation is analyzed and condensed, and 
cleared from every heterogeneous mixture of 
eastern metaphor, Jewish prejudices, and the idle 
figment inspiration, by the logical acuteness and 
critical acumen of rational divines, it amounts 
to no more than that a mere man rose from the 

dead HI So says Mr. B ; and this is all the 

advantage the Gospel scheme possesses above 
the system of the Theophilanthropists ; that is, 
the professors of natural religion^ improperly so 
called, or real Deists. How strangely byberbo- 
lical, then, is the language of both Prophets 
and Apostles ! What a mysterious book is the 
Bible ! Common readers could never have made 
such a discovery. Surely it required all the 
reasoning and philosophy of a Priestley to dis- 
cover it, and the ingenuity and polemic adroit- 
ness of a Belsham to defend it If any cany 
with their heart, believe all this, let them believe 
it : I envy them not their credulity. After all, 
is the resurrection of a mere man from the dead 
an event very far superior to the translaii^ of 
two men to heaven ? Could I entertain such 
degrading opinions of my Saviour, my Lord, and 
my Judge, and of his great and glorious under- 
taking, I think I should give up the Bible. 
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13- Because they who hold evangelical 

OPINIONS are men after MINE OWN HEART, 
WHOSE DEVOTIONAL VIEWS, TASTES, AND HABITS, 

ARE CONGENIAL TO MY OWN. I lovc a Spiritual 
man ; one who will pray with me and for me ; 
one who will converse with freedom on experi- 
mental and practical religion, in a serious and 
spiritual manner ; who breathes a spirit of devo- 
tion, and displays a heavenly mind; who will 
discourse with me to my edification, and help me 
forward in the divine life- May such ever be my 
companions, my bosom friends ! This will be called 
enthusiasm by the reasoners. Be it so ; I am not 
ashamed of it, but wish for more of it With what 
exquisite pleasure, and, I hope, solid advantage, 
have I read the practical and devotional writings 
of a Bolton, a Sibbes, a Perkins, and a Brooks ; 
of a Howe, a Baxter, a Flavel, and a Bates ; and 
many others of that age ; — of a Shower, a Ben- 
nett, an Evans, a Henry, a Hervey, a Watts, and 
a Doddridge ; and numbers more whom I could 
readily name: — writers of sense, learning, and 
piety, whose productions cannot be read without 
infusing a spirit of devotion into the reader, and 
advancing him in spirituality and godliness; — 
writers who all entertained the highest regard 
for the peculiar doctrines of the Gospel; who 
never thought they could exalt Christ too high, nor 
speak of him or preach him too much. These are 
the men whom, and these are the writings which 
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I admire, whose spirit I wish to imbibe, and 
whose example I would imitate. It is with such 
writings I endeavour to solace my heart, in addi- 
tion to my Bible, more or less, every day ; and 
the hope of Uving to eternity with the "spirits of 
such men made perfect affords me inexpressible 
joy. O that the devotional spirit, the heavenly- 
mindedness, the love to God and Christ, and zeal 
for godliness, breathed throughout their writings, 
may be transfused into my soul, and, through 
the Divine blessing, may increase my meetness 
for everlasting companionship with them and the 
holy angels, in the heavenly kingdom ! 

14. Because I dare not risk my salvation 

ON THE FOUNDATION ON WHICH THE SoCINIANS 

HOPE FOR ETERNAL LIFE. That foundation is, re- 
pentance and a good Ufe. It is sufficiently evident 
from Scripture, that these are necessary, and that 
no one will be saved without them. But where 
does it speak of them as the catise or ground of 
salvation ? To what degree of goodness must a 
man attain before he may venture to hope ? Is 
there no difficulty in ascertaining this ? and does 
it not subject a person to much perplexity and 
painful uncertainty ? Their making repentance 
and a good life the ground of their acceptance 
with God, appears to be the old judaizing prin- 
ciple of being justified by works, and saved by 
their own righteousness; a doctrine which the 
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Scriptures utterly disclaim, as subversive of 
divine grace, and of being saved by faith in 
Jesus Christ Does not the Apostle say, <^Ye 
are saved by grace through faith ; and that not 
of yourselves, — not of works" ? Eph. ii. 8, 9. 
It is ^^ not by works of righteousness which we 
have done," &c. Tit. iii. 5. ^^ Christ is become 
of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are jus- 
tified by the law ; ye are fallen from grace. For 
we through the Spirit wait for the hope of right- 
eousness by faith." GaL v. 4, 5. If righteousness 
come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain, and 
the grace of God frustrated. GaL iL 21. See 
GaL ii. 16 ; iii. 13, 14, 21, 22 ; iv. 4, 5 : where 
the death of Christ is evidently mentioned as 
the m^torious cause of man's salvation, and 
the ground of his pardon, acceptance, and adop- 
tion ; and faith in him as the only mean of en- 
joying those blessings. To the same effect the 
Apostle reasons, in his Epistles to the Romans 
and the Hebrews. 

I have been accustomed to think there is 
much wisdom and goodness combined in the 
Scripture plan of salvation, as it is generally 
understood ; inasmuch as a sinner is authorized 
to consider himself a Christian, and in favour 
with God, and to take to himself all the com- 
fort contained indefinitely in the promises, the 
moment he cordially accepts of Christ, and relies 
on him as the Saviour. Thus, from the com- 
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mencement of his career, and not at some inde- 
terminate stage of it, he has the most powerful 
motives to constrain him to a life of gratitude, 
self-denial, and godliness : such as, a conscious- 
ness of pardon and acceptance, peace with God, 
the hope of heaven, and the promised assistance 
and indwelling of the Holy Spirit What an 
unspeakable advantage ! and what short of such 
motives can render his resolutions and endea- 
vours eflFective ? Love, grateful love, for pardon 
obtained^ for salvation enjoyed^ for sanctification 
and eternal life promised, and even begun, is 
the principle from which his obedience flows.* 



* " O what a motive is the cross of Christ to the exercise of every 
▼irtue ! He died! mj Lord! my Judge! my King! to redeem me 
from all iniquity, and to malce me zealous of good works. The cross 
of Christ affords matter for the deepest humility, and yields fuel for 
the most flaming love. Faith in our crucified Jesus is an ever-actiye 
principle of the most cheerful and exact obedience. From the atone- 
ment sprii^s assurance of pardon, a comfortable persuasion of our 
reconciliation with God, an established hope of eternal glory. These 
will be operative as a torch in the sheaf; these will enkindle love, 
and increase watchfulness; these will beget true humility of mind, 
and work an unfeigned abhorrence of sin ; these will enlarge the heart 
with charity, and exalt the affections above the world. How power- 
fully, far beyond any naked instruction, or abstract reasonings, do 
such considerations invite us, urge us, constrain us, to renounce 
all ungodliness, and adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all 
things ! " — Hervey. 

" The cross of Christ promotes the good of man. — * It heals all 
our diseases; it pardons all our sins.' Ps. ciii. It is the sacr\fict 
that removes the guilt of sin ; it is the motive that removes the love of 
sin ; it mortifies sin, and expiates it. It atones for disobedience, and 
it excites to obedience ; it purchases strength for obedience, it makes 
obedience practicable, it makes it delightful, it makes it acceptable, 
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If the foundation of the Socinians be right, 
instead of reading, as we do, that Christ has put 
away sin by the sacrifice of himself, repentance 
and a good life have put it away ; that Christ has 
obtained eternal redemption for us, repentance 
and a good life have obtained it for us ; that God 
for Christ's sake has forgiyen us, God for the 
sake of repentance and a good life has forgiven 
us; and, instead of reading that Christ saves 
from hell, takes away the sins of the world, deli- 
vers us from the wrath to come, and redeems us 
from the curse of the law, we should read, or 
understand, forsooth, that repentance and a good 
life effect all these for us. If Socinians dare 
venture to change God's plan, and substitute 
another foundation than what he has laid, which 
appears to me to be the case, they must abide 
the issue. For my part, I dare not ; and I sin- 
cerely wish every one may well consider before 

it makes it in a manner unavoiddbUy it constrain* to it ; 2 Cor. v. 14. 
It is not only the motive to obedience, but the pattern of it It satit- 
fiet the curse of the law, and fulfiU the commands of it liOve is the 
fulfilling of the law, the sum of which is the love of God, and of our 
neighbour. The cross of Christ is the highest instance of both. 
Christ's sn£krings are to be considered as actions ; never action gave 
such glory to God, never action did such good to man : and it is the 
way to shew our love to God and man, by promoting the glory of the 
one, and the good of the other." — M*Laurin. 

"Religion; thou the soul of happiness! 
And, groaning Calvary, of thee. There shine 
The noblest truths ! There strongest motives sting ! 
There sacred violence assaults the soul ! 
There nothing but comptUsion is forborne." — Voung. 
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he ventures. Should his foundation be wrong 
when he quits this world, his case is irremediable. 

15. Because, I feab, I should find no rest 

FOR THE SOLES OF MY FEET, TILL I SUNK INTO 

ABSOLUTE Deism, and be finally lost. Has 
the taking such an unhallowed liberty with the 
sacred word, which Socinians take, no tendency 
to shake a person's reliance on the Bible, and 
weaken, if not destroy, its authority over him ? 
Many parts of it they reject as interpolations ; 
much of it, they say, is mistranslated; and how 
much of it is uninspired^ I know not whether 
they have yet determined ; but the Epistles of 
the Apostles are considered as the writings of 
other men. One writer among them, in the 
plenitude of his wisdom and zeal, has written a 
book to prove that only one of the Gospels is 
genuine ! What a mercy that he found one to 
be genuine ! Another writer, celebrated for his 
great erudition, treats both the miracles re- 
corded in the Pentateuch, and the character of 
Moses, with contempt Such also is their pe- 
culiar mode of interpreting the Bible, that the 
doctrines which other Christians, equally saga- 
cious, and equally good, can find in it, and 
which appear to them as if written with a sun- 
beam, and which they also consider as of the 
utmost importance to man's salvation, they 
cannot find in it The Devil^ and hellj and 
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everlastinff punishment^ they reject as nonentities. 
The Mosaic account of the creation is unphiltH 
sophical; and the depravity of human nature, 
and the expiation of sin by the death of Christ, 
are dishonourable to the Creator. It b sur- 
prising they have not attempted to give to the 
world a genuine edition of the Bible, and inform 
mankind what may be depended upon as the 
toord of Godj and what not Is there no reason 
to believe that all such parts are rejected that 
are found too stubborn to bend to their system ? 
Were I to entertain such lax notions of that 
blessed book as they do, I fear I should be easily 
persuaded to give up the whole, and seek refuge 
in the gloomy regions of infidelity, as many 
have done. Nor is it surprising; for when a 
man has given up a great part as spurious, what 
confidence can he have in the rest? The So- 
cinians have helped many forward to infidelity. 
It has been said that their college at Hackney 
was given up, because most of the students 
became infidels. As I have been unable hitherto 
to discover any sufficient reason to view the 
Scriptures in the light they do, I hope I shall 
ever retain my opinion of their genuineness, 
their inspiration, and inestimable worth ; and it 
is no small satisfaction, that the men who have 
been most eminent for every Christian excel- 
lence, in all ages, have believed the same. I 
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have no expectation that either my heart or my 
life would be benefited by the change. 

In fine, the direct tendency of the Socinian 
scheme seems the very reverse of that of the 
Holy Scriptures. The obvious design and ten- 
dency of the latter are, to debase human nature, 
and to exalt Jesus Christ, and the grace of God 
in him ; while the evident tendency of the former 
is to dignify human nature, and to debase Jesus 
Christ, and the riches of Divine grace. Thus, 
as we have seen, little account is made of the 
person and mediation of Christ, of the influ- 
ences of the Spirit, of the necessity and efficacy 
of prayer ; while both human nature and human 
reason are highly exalted. Hence, when their 
scheme is embraced by a person who has before 
entertained different views of religion, the con- 
sequences generally perceived are, a taste for 
speculation, a fondness for disputation, a neglect 
of devotion, an aversion for spiritual conversa- 
tion, a love of the world and carnal pleasures 
and amusements, a contempt of the opinions 
and practices of those who differ from them, 
and a general conformity to the manners of the 
world. 

They boast much of their candour, and cry 
up loudly the excellency of that virtue; but 
their candour appears to be of a very question- 
able kind. The farther a person deviates from 
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the commonly received Christian doctrines, the 
more he seems entitled to their candour. They 
have not a particle of it for those reputed 
orthodox. To such they are the most uncandid 
of all men. They have more for sceptics, or 
such at least as hold the most lax notions of 
religion, or treat it with cold indifference. Thus, 
while they exclaim against the bigotry of others, 
they seem the greatest bigots. None seem 
more impatient of contradiction, or manifest 
greater restlessness when hearing what does not 
correspond with their views. Think and speak 
diminishingly of Jesus Christ and the holy 
Scriptures, and you ensure their candour ; zeal- 
ously maintain the contrary, and you are incor- 
rigible bigots. 

One source of consolation, however, remains 
to the Christian world, under the painful con- 
sideration of the pernicious nature and tendency 
of their errors ; which is, they are not likely to 
increase very fast, nor to spread very wide. There 
is very little probability of their proselyting the 
religious world at large ; their principles are too 
inert for such a work. What little zeal they 
have is all expended in proselyting Christian pro- 
fessors of other denominations to their opinions ; 
not in converting sinners from the error of their 
ways. What have they ever done of this kind ? 
What conquests have they made? I recollect 
reading in one of the annual reports of the 
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Unitarian Society, they had an occasion to boast 
of a single instance of this nature. In mention- 
ing this circumstance to a person, he observed, 
he should like to see and converse with the 
person, before he could be fully satisfied of the 
case. Sacred prophecy encourages us to hope, 
that ^' the kingdoms of this world shall become 
the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ;" 
that ^^ all shall know him, from the least to the 
greatest;" and that Jesus ^^ shall reign from sea 
to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the 
earth." But this extension of the Redeemer's 
kingdom must be effected by some other people, 
and not by the Socinians. They have wealth, 
but not zeaL Where are their missionary so- 
cieties, or their seminaries for learning? What 
are their attempts even to spread the Gospel 
in their own neighbourhoods? What village 
preaching do tbey attempt ? Alas ! they have 
scarcely zeal enough to support a single insti- 
tution for the instruction of young ministers. 
The accession that is made to their number is 
chiefly from individuals that have belonged to 
other congregations, who have become specu- 
lative and critical, and who have (too apparently) 
lost the life and power of religion in their hearts. 
Whether or not persons who can entertain 
such deteriorated views of Christ, of the sacred 
Scriptures, and of the doctrines and facts con- 
tained in them, have ever felt the evil, the 
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maligaity, and the awful consequences of sin — 
dreadful apprehensions of their danger, and a 
truly "broken heart" and "contrite spirit" — 
and, under such apprehensions, have so fled to. 
Christ for refuge, as to enjoy pardon and recon- 
ciliation, and a new heart, I leave others to 
determine, and themselves seriously to consider* 
From numberless instances it has appeared, that 
persons under an awakened conscience cannot 
rest, until they have obtained a powerful per- 
suasion of their acceptance with God through 
the blood of Christ, a sense of the Divine love 
and favour, and a well-grounded hope of eternal 
life. It is one thing to be a mere nominal, and 
another to be a real Christian. The former is 
easily attained ; not so the latter. A man may 
be decent in his outward conduct, just in his 
dealings, amiable in his temper, kind to the poor, 
and attentive to religious observances. But if 
this is all — ^if he has never felt himself to be a 
sinner before God, the subject of spiritual death 
— ^if he has never deeply repented of sin, and, 
despairing of help from any other quarter, come 
to Christ for pardon and peace, through faith 
in the blood of atonement ; and if he has never 
seen the necessity of an entire change of heart, 
and under this conviction earnestly sought the 
influence of the Holy Spirit of God, to renew 
him in the spirit of his mind ; if he has formed 
no determination to run, with the eagerness of 
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a racer, after the highest measures of foith, love, 
and spiritual obedience ; — then is he a Christian 
only in name; he has ^^a form of godliness 
without the power." 

Unspeakably important is it that the doctrines 
of grace be constantly and forcibly preached, in 
order to the promotion of Christian duties, as 
well as to effect the conversion of sinners. The 
reason why Christians contend for such fundar 
•mental truths as the corruption of human 
nature, the universal prevalence of sin, and 
the condemnation and helplessness consequent 
thereon; salvation by grace; justification by 
faith alone ; illumination, regeneration, and 
strength, by the influences of the Holy Spirit; 
in a word, for eternal life being the g^t of 
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord — ^is this; 
that, without the belief of these truths, there 
can be no real godUness. ^^ These things I 
will that thou affirm constantly, that they which 
have believed in Grod might be careful to main- 
tain good works." Tit iii. 8. If good be still 
done by the public ministry, it must be on the 
old plan; that is, exhibiting Christ in all his 
offices and characters, his grace and fulness, to 
the view of sinners and saints ; setting forth the 
mercy and love of God in him, and urging men, 
as guilty, condemned, and helpless sinners, cor- 
dially to accept of him, and firmly to rely on 
him ; and that Christians may be both preserved 
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alive, and rendered increasingly fruitful in all 
obedience. ^' God hath given to us eternal life, 
and this life is in his Son. He that hath the 
Son hath life ; and he that hath not the Son of 
God hath not life.'' 1 John v. 11, 12. « To hun 
^ve all the prophets witness, that through his 
name whosoever believeth in him shall receive 
remission of sins" (Acts x. 43) : and, by himj all 
that believe are justified from all things; God 
having ^^ set him forth as a propitiation through 
faith in his blood; that he might be^t^^, and tiie 
justifier of him that believeth in Jesus." Rom. 
iiL 25, 26. ^ To him that worketh not, but be- 
lieveth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his 
£sdth is counted for righteousness." Rom. iv. 5. 
In this way God is both ^^ faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness." 1 John i. 9. 

Ought it not to excite some alarm in the 
minds of the more serious among Socinian 
ministers that so little success attends their 
labours? One would think they would solicit- 
ously inquire — What is the matter ? From what 
cause does this want of success arise ? Where 
is the fruit of my labours? Where is the 
fulfilment of our Lord's promise; ^^Lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world"? Do I preach the pure Gospel faith- 
fully, and pray and look for Divine assistance to 
give me success ? Do I constantly aim at the 

F 2 
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glory of God and Christ, labour bard for the 
conversion of sinners, and depend on the Holy 
Spirifs aid? Do I ascend the pulpit in the 
name and strength of my great Master, and 
bold him up to my hearers in all his offices and 
glorious fiilness, as the primitive preachers did ? 
Do I exhibit and recommend him as the ofiily 
Saviour, as having died to save, and urge sinners 
to flee to him as their cftdy refuge^ and depend 
entirely on him as the propitiation for the sins of 
the whole world f In a word, do I place him as 
iSae foundation ; do I insist on the necessity of 
regeneration^ and shew that all men are by nature 
and practice dead in trespasses and sins ? — ^that 
they must be bom again^ or made alive to God^ 
before they can act for God, or Kve to God? — 
that the love of God must be first shed abroad 
in their hearts through believing^ before they can 
bring forth the fruits of the Spirit^ and follow 
that holiness, toithout which no man can see the 
Ltord f One would think every minister, who 
is desirous of saving souls, and remembers he 
must give an account of himself to God, would 
be frequently impelled to such inquiries as the 
above ? The Christian ministry is an office of 
awful responsibility and unutterable importance. 
The Apostle viewed it in this light when he 
said, " Who is sufficient for these things ?" To 
engage in that office from wrong motives, or not 
to discharge the duties of it faithfully, will make 
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tbe day of reckoning dreadfuL Not to preach 
the Gospel — ^not to hold forth Christ as the 
Saviour — ^not to insist on the necessity of re- 
generation^ or of holiness — ^is an awful neglects 
To be the occasion of poor, benighted, and 
carnal souls, who sit under our ministry, con- 
tinuing ignorant of the true way of salvation, 
and of what is necessary to be enjoyed as a 
qualification for heaTcn, and thus leave them to 
perish in unbelief, and furnish them with the 
plea that Ihe ministers tinder whom they sat 
never taught them better, will fall with insup- 
portable weight on such ministers' consciences 
before the tribunal of CSirist May the good 
Lord shew us all our duty; excite us all to 
seal, diligence, and faithfulness; keep us froat 
every delusion and fatal error ; and preserve us 
from deceiving others ! May he make us ^^ wise 
to win souls," and liable us to ^^ turn many to 
righteousness'' ! And may he lead those into 
all truth who have greatly wandered out of the 
way, and establish all his fidthful servants in his 
truth and grace to the end, and render their 
labours more abundantly successful ! The Lord, 
of his infinite goodness, grant it Amen, and 
Amen ! 

To make reason the criterion of revelation, 
appears to me reason run mad. Shall short- 
sighted man take umbrage at the Bible, because 
it contains matters incomprehensible to his 
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reason, while creation and providence contain so 
many inscrutable mysteries ? As well might I 
deny my own existence, and the being of a God, 
and a thousand other palpable and indubitable 
facts, as to reject any part of Revelation because 
I cannot comprehend it Let us be thankful for 
reason, and careful to use it aright ; but remem- 
ber that it is the reason of a fallen creature, an 
enfeebled and depraved reason. Revelation is 
graciously afforded to us to enlighten and direct 
it, and should be regarded as superior to it. 
My reason I would carefully and submissively 
use in examining its evidences, and ascertaining 
its meaning ; but, sensible of its fallibility and 
incompetency, I would earnestly solicit the illu- 
mination and guidance of the Holy Spirit* 

Upwards of thirty years I have entertained 
the above views, without seeing sufficient reason 
to relinquish them; although not always, as 
may be supposed, with my present distinctness 
and confidence. Nearly that time also have I 
been employed in teaching them to others ; and 

* Hoireyer antiquated and enthusiastic the following obseiration 
by a pious writer may be esteemed by Socinians, I am not ashamed 
to acknowledge that it exactly expresses my views: — ^'^The Spirit 
was promised to abide with the Church for ever (John xiv. 16) ; as 
for other purposes, so for a ' Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of Christ,' Eph. i. 17 ; t. e., of internal revelation, opening 
the eyes of the understanding. Nor will you ever know the truths of 
Christ, and of the Bible, so as to feel the power, influence, and 
authority of them upon the heart and conscience, without internal 
revelation, and unless the Spirit open the eyes and heart." — Bennei. 
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I have only to regret that it has not been with 
greater earnestness and diligence. It is highly 
probable now, that in the belief of them I shall 
leave the world, having little expectation that 
anything will be advanced so new and striking, 
as will weaken convictions and impressions 
which the last ten years of my life, more espe- 
cially, have contributed so strongly to confirm. 
I bless God that they yield me increasing satis- 
faction and comfort ; and it is solely from the 
fullest conviction of the truth of the views above 
stated, and the deepest sense of their vast im- 
portance, that I have written what I have ; and 
that in the nearest views of an eternal world. 

Who can question whether such men as the 
Reformers, the Puritans, and the Nonconformists 
— a Whitefield, and a Wesley — were men called 
by God to the service appointed them, and were 
eminently fitted and succeeded by him? Is it 
equally indubitable that a Priestley, a Geddes, 
and an Evanson, were called, employed, and suc- 
ceeded by him, and laboured as acceptably as 
they ? When I contemplate such characters as 
a Leighton, a Howe, a Watts, a Doddridge, a 
Hervey, and a Fletcher, all of whom were formed 
under the influence of evangelical views of reli- 
gion, and who, for ardent devotion, heavenly- 
mindedness, communion with God, lively and 
active zeal, and glowing benevolence, as well as 
solidity of judgment, and strength of intellect, 
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have rarely been exceeded ; I ask, what have the 
annals of Soeinianism to compare with these? 
Can I then change for the better ? May it ever 
be my prayer and my aim to follow closely after 
such Christian patterns in sterling piety, in per^ 
sonal holiness, and public utility ; as I have no 
higher ambition than to be admitted into such 
company, and share in their felicity, when called 
to leave this world ; for such are unquestionably 
with Christ and with his holy angels. 

Let all who look for a millennial state of the 
Church, and hail the approach of so glorious 
a period, exert themselves to help forward the 
good cause, by a firm adherence to the truth, a 
bold profession of it, and a deportment answer- 
able to it Let no devices of the enemy prevail 
to subvert your faith, move you from the hope of 
the Gospel, and thereby destroy your souls. If 
you do not live to see that happy period, it will 
be an honour to have contributed in any mea- 
sure to bring it about; and though you should be 
removed to the Church above, you will, doubt- 
less, be acquainted with the Church below, hear 
of its increase, and rejoice in its prosperity and 
glory. Numbers will be continually coming from 
earth to the heavenly mansions, from whom we 
shall receive all necessary intelligence. Angels 
also, those ^' ministering spirits," will communi- 
cate whatever is interesting, and can add to our 
felicity. These means of information, respecting 
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the affairs of the Church on earth, will be open 
to the saints in heaven, provided they themselves 
have no personal communication with it Some 
believe they also are ministering spirits. Of this, 
however, we know but little, but must patiently 
wait until we arrive at those blissful and delect- 
able regions. '< It does not yet appear what we 
shall be;" but we shall find, to our inexpressi- 
hle joy, that ^^ eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, the 
things which God hath prepared for them that 
love him." 1 Cor. il 9. In the meantime, may 
we be stedfast in the truth, and press forward, 
"rejoicing in hope," till, through grace, we 
obtsdn the victory ! 

Before I conclude, I would earnestly recom- 
mend a serious attention to the following pas- 
sages of the sacred word, both to such as have 
embraced Socinian opinions, and to such as may 
be wavering in their minds : " The natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God : 
for they are foolishness unto him : neither can he 
know them, because they are spiritually discemedJ* 
1 Cor. ii. 14. " If any man among you seemeth 
to be wise in this world, let him become a/boly that 
he may be wise." 1 Cor. iiL 18. " Verily I say 
unto you, whosoever shall not receive the kingdom 
of God as a little child shall in no wise enter 
therein." Luke xviii. 17. "Trust in the Lord 
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with all thine heart; and lean not to thine own 
undjerstanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, 
and he shall direct thy pathsr Prov. ilL 5, 6. 
^^ The meek will he guide in judgmentj and the 
meek will he teach his tcay. What man is he 
that feareth the Lord ? him shall he teach in the 
way that he shall choose. The secret of the 
Lord is with thevn that fear him ; and he will shew 
them his covenant.'^ Ps. xxv. 9, 12, 14. "At that 
time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou 
hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, 
and hast revealed them unto babes. Even so. 
Father: for so it seemeth good in thy sight" 
Matt xL 25, 26. 

June 10, 1811. 
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[The Aathor to whom the Compiler is indebted for the following valu- 
able Artide is a well-known and equally respected member of the 
Society of Friends. The treatise whence the passages are derived 
is entitled " A Letter to a Friend, on the Authori^, Purpose, and 
Effects, of Christianity, and especially on the Doctrine of Redemp- 
tion." It is said that the " friend" to whom the Letter was ori- 
ginally addressed remained, until nearly 80 years of age, a cold 
unbeliever in the great truths it unfolds ; but that there is reason to 
believe that the perusal of this able and Scriptural production 
proved the means, under the Divine blessing, of inducing saving 
faith and lively hope in his Redeemer.] 



JOSEPH JOHN GURNEY ON THE TRINITY— 
ON SIN, ORIGINAL AND ACTUAL-ON THE 
DEITY OF CHRIST-ON REDEMPTION. 



There is nothing by which the Scriptures are 
more eminently distinguished, — nothing by 
which their importance and divine origin are 
more clearly evinced, — than by the information 
which they impart respecting the nature and 
character of god. Much light indeed, on this 
great subject, may be derived from the works of 
the Deity which surround us on every side, and 
which proclaim, in intelligible language, his wis- 
dom, power, and goodness; and also from that 
moral sense of his own existence and authority, 
whidi however it may, in numberless instances, 
be depraved and perverted, he appears to have 
impressed universally on the mind of man. But 
the knowledge which we derive from natural reli- 
gion respecting God is, in a wonderful manner, 
augmented and completed in the records of his 
revealed will. We learn from the Scriptures 
that there is no other God but Jehovah — that 
he exists from eternity to eternity — that he is 
the creator, governor, and preserver of the uni- 
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verse — ^that he is omnipresent omnipotent, om- 
niscient, and perfectly wise — that in him we 
live, and move, and have our being — that he is 
the author of the Moral Law — ^that he is the 
source of every good and perfect gift, and more 
especially of everlasting life — that he is holy, 
just, true, £sdthfu1, righteous, longsuffering, and 
merciful — that he is love; a tender and compas- 
sionate Father to those who walk in his fear and 
obey his law — that, eternal and infinite as he is, 
he graciously extends his immediate care to the 
most minute interests of his creatures — ^that not 
a sparrow falleth to the ground without him, and 
that he numbers the very hairs of our heads. 
It is more particularly to our present purpose to 
observe, that the Deity is ever described in the 
Bible as a Being of absolute purity ; so that in 
his sight every species of iniquity, whether in 
thought, word, or deed, is abominable. Hence 
it follows, that he will by no means acquit his 
guilty creatures whik they continue in sin; and 
it is plainly declared, that without holiness none 
shall see God. 

Here I would remark, that while the inspired 
writers bear the most ample and decisive testi- 
mony to the unity of the supreme Being — while 
the great principle, that God is one, lies at the 
very foundation of their scheme of religion, and 
pervades it in every part — ^we nevertheless learn, 
from many of their declarations, that in that 
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great scheme of mercy which he has ordained 
for our salvatioii, the one God has manifested 
himself to mankind (with reverence be it stated) 
as the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

The mode of that distinction and of that 
miion which we believe to subsist in the divine 
nature is placed far beyond the reach of our 
limited comprehension, and can never be a fit 
subject either for speculation or for definition; 
but the doctrine, that there is such a distinction, 
and that there is such an union, will never cease 
to be highly prized by those persons who are 
aware of its practical influence and operation. 
I may confess that it has long appeared to me 
to be a sound and necessary deduction, not only 
from the passages of Scripture in which the 
Creator, the Redeemer, and the Comforter, are 
upheld to view as the common sources of our 
spiritual good, and the common objects of our 
faith and allegiance, but from all those also in 
which there is a distinct reference to the divinity 
either of the Son, or of the Spirit See Matt 
xxviii. 19 ; John xiv. 26, xv. 26, xvi. 13 — 15 ; 2 
Cor. xiii. 14. Comp. John L 1 — 3, &c. ; Acts xiii. 
2; 1 Cor. xii. 11; 2 Cor. iii. 17. 

Respecting ourselves, the Scriptures reveal 
many truths of the highest importance to us. 
From various declarations contained in them, we 
plainly learn, that man is endued not only with a 
frail body, but with a soul; and that when the 
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body perishes, the soul continues to exist (Matt 
X. 28; xvL 26; 1 Thess. v. 23; Heb. x. 39; 
Luke xvi. 19—51, xx. 38, xxiiL 42, 43; 2 Cor, 
Y. 1 — 8) : that, moreover, in a day to come the 
dead will be raised in a body incorruptible and 
spiritual (John v. 28, 29 ; 1 Cor. xv.) : that this 
short life is the only time appointed for our pro- 
bation; and that, in another world, we shall all 
stand before the judgment-seat of Christ, and 
shall then be rewarded with everlasting happi- 
ness, or punished with everlasting misery — 
according to our works (Matt xxv. 31 — 46 ; Rom. 
iL 6—11, xiv. 10 ; Rev. xx. 12—15). The Scrip- 
tures, moreover, declare that man was created in 
the moral similitude of God — that, yielding to 
the temptations of the devil, he fell from that 
image — that now, being a fallen and depraved 
creature, he is, in his unregenerate nature^ prone 
to wickedness — that his heart is '^ deceitful above 
all things, and desperately wicked" (or diseased) 
— that ^^ all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God" — that " they are together become 
unprofitable ; that there is none that doeth good, 
no not one," and that thus '^all the world** is 
" become guilty before God" (Jer. xviL 9 ; Rom. 
iii. 1—19, 23. Comp. Isa. liiL 6 ; Matt xv. 19). 
Such are the awful statements contained in the 
Sacred Volume respecting ourselves. Where, 
then, is there any hope for us who are fallen, 
corrupt, inclined to sin, and, in so great a mul- 
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titude of particulars, sinners; and who are 
therefore separated, in our natural state, from a 
just and holy God, and are plainly liable to 
eternal separation from him in the world to 
come ? Truly our hope is only in the mercy of 
God, through the Saviour of men. A Saviour^ 
or I die — a Redeemer , or I perish for ever t 

Let us, therefore, proceed to inquire, what is 
the doctrine of the Bible respecting our Lord and 
Saviour jesus christ? We read in Scripture, 
that he is Ihe Word — the Son of Grod the Father 
Almighty — ^that in the beginning, before the 
world was created, and from everlasting, he was 
with God (John i. 1, xviL 5 ; comp. Micah v. 2) 
— ^that by him all things were created that are 
in heaven and that are in earth (CoL i. 16; 
Heb. i. 2, 10) — ^that without him. was not any 
one thing made that was made (John i 3) — 
that he was the light and the life of men (John i. 
4, 9) — that he and the Father are on£ (John x« 
30) — that he is therefore God (John L 1); 
Jehovah our righteousness (Jer. xxiiL 6); the 
mighty God (Isa. ix. 6); the true God (1 John 
V.20); the great God* (Tit iL 13); God over 
all (Rom. ix. 5) — that he is the searcher of the 

* Titas ii. 18: " The glorioiu appearing of the great God and our 
Savioar Jesus Christ." A plain rule of Greek construction requires 
that the original of these words should be rendered, " The glorious 
appearing of our great God and Saviour Jesus Chiist" So the passage 
appears to have been universally understood among the ancient fathers 
of the Church. 

O 
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reins and the hearts, knows what is in man, and 
bestows upon his servants all their spiritual 
gifts and graces (Rev. ii. 23; Acts iL 33; 2 
Cor. xiL 9; Eph. iv. 11) — the object of faith, 
prayer, glorification, and all worship (John iii. 16; 
Acts vii. 59, 60 ; 2 Cor. xii. 8; Heb. i. 6, xiii. 21 ; 
Rev. V. 13)— that he "filleth all in all" (Eph. i. 23) 
— that he is " the same yesterday, and to-day, and 
for ever ;" ^^ the Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
and the ending, the first and the last" (Heb. xiiL 
8; Rev. xxii. 13). The Bible further declares, 
that when the fulness of time was come, ^^ God 
sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under 
the law" (GaL iv. 4) — that the Word became flesh 
(John i. 14) — that he was bom a child into the 
world, and really took our frail nature upon him, 
being made in all points ^'like unto his brethren, 
yet without sin" (Heb. ii. 14) — ^that he went 
about doing good, healing the sick, giving sight 
to the blind and hearing to the deaf, raising the 
dead to life, and preaching the gospel to the poor 
— that he was betrayed into the hands of wicked 
men, and died on tiie cross — that on the third 
day he rose from the dead, and that he ascended 
to the right hand of the Majesty on high, being 
restored to that state of infinite and unsearchable 
glory which he possessed in the Father's presence 
before the world began (John xvii. 5 ; Heb. L 3) 
— that now he is exalted of the Father, &r above 
all principality, and power, and might, and domi- 
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nioD, and every name that is named not only in 
this ^orld, but also in that which is to come (Eph. 
L 21) — finally, that he will bring to a termination 
the whole economy or dispensation of which he 
is the Mediator, by coming again with all his 
holy angels, for the final and universal judgment 
of quick and dead (Matt xiii. 40—42, xxiv. 30, 
31 ; I Cor. xv. 25—28).* 

Having thus adduced some of the principal 
declarations of Scripture respecting the nature 
and history of our Lord Jesus Christ, I may 
proceed, without further delay, to the consider- 
ation of that doctrine of Redemption, for the 
elucidation of which, this Letter is principally 
intended; and I may commence by putting a 
very simple question : What could be the mighty 
and equivalent purpose for which this infinitely 
glorious Person, the Son of God, who is one 
with the Father, and is therefore himself the 
everlasting Jehovah, should so marvellously con* 
descend and humble himself, as to take our 
nature upon him, and in that nature to undergo 
every species of contumely and contradiction of 
sinners, and finally to die on the cross a cruel 
and shameful death ? 



* I am well aware that many attempts have been made to interpret 
some of this passages of Scripture relating to the nature and character 
of Christ in a lower sense than is here given to them. Long and 
oarefol investigation has, however, produced ijnhjr own mind a tettled 
coTwioiion, that the commonly received interpretations of those passages 
is, in general, the only one which consists with the sotmd rules of phi- 
lology and critidfln. 

6 3 
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When we reflect on the perfect adaptation 
which always subsists, and which is so generally 
even apparent, in the operations both of nature and 
of providence, between the cause and the effect, 
the means and the end — when we thus take anar 
logy as the ground of our reasoning — ^we can 
scarcely avoid perceiving how strong an impro- 
bability attaches to the supposition, that such 
AN ONE should not only come into the world, " 
but should live, suffer, and die, as a man, for the 
sinffk purpose of revealing the trutlu Experience 
teaches us that any inspired person, whose divine 
mission was attested by miracles, might have 
been an adequate instrument for that purpose : 
for it is evidently on this simple ground that 
Christians are unanimous in giving their credence 
to the doctrines delivered to the Jews by Moses, 
and to the followers of Christ by the Apostles. 
No doubt, to reveal the truth was one of the 
offices of our blessed Saviour — that chief of 
prophets: nor are we to forget, that it was 
another of his offices, by his holy and merciful 
life, and conversation on earth, to institute that 
perfect pattern after which the conduct of his 
disciples, in all future ages, was to be formed 
and regulated. But, important and salutary as 
these offices were, the peculiar circumstances of 
the case are such, as inevitably lead us to believe, 
that, in humbling himself from the height of his 
divine glory, in assuming our frail and suffering 
nature, and in subjecting himself even to the 
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death of the cross, the Son of God had yet 
higher, nobler, and more comprehensive^ purposes 
in his view. When we consider the infinite dig- 
nity and absolute omnipotence of our heavenly 
Visiter, and the marvellous love which he has 
displayed in visiting us, we cannot fall to con- 
clude that such a dispensation of divine mercy 
towards us was intended to supply dU our spi- 
ritual need. Now, were we, through the means 
of that dispensation, to receive nothing but in- 
formation, precept, and example, our need would 
be far indeed from being suppUed. Powerless 
and corrupt as we are, we should still be left to 
perish in our sins ; and the light, thus communi- 
cated to us, would only aggravate our wo, and 
render our destruction more terrible. Where is 
the individual who understands the plague of his 
own heart, who is not aware that he stands in 
need, not only of information, but of reconcilia- 
tion with God ; not only of light, but of life ; 
not only of precept and example, but of power 
to obey the one, and to follow the other? Yes, 
my dear friend, the Gospel of our Lord and 
Saviour is no message of glad tidings to us, 
unless it proclaims to us indemnity and cure. 
Thus, and thus only, will it supply all our spi- 
ritual need. 

This plain course of reasoning leads us at 
once to the conclusion, that Christ did indeed 
come in order to bestow upon us not only infer- 
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mation and precept, but indemnity and enre. 
But happily this is a subject on which we are 
not left to any conclusions of our own formation. 
It is one on whi/^h the declarations of Holy 
Writ are equally abundant and explicit 

The very first passage of Scripture in which the 
Messiah is alluded to proclaims the great purpose 
of his mission. ^^ I will put enmity," said Jehovah 
to the serpent, " between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed : it shall bruise thy 
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." Gen. iii. 15. 
Christian commentators generally allow, that by 
the seed of the woman is here intended the Mes- 
siah, and that by the serpent is represented the 
devil, the author of all moral evil. We therefore 
learp from the prophecy, that Christ was to bruise 
the serpent's head ; or, in other words, to destroy 
the devil and his works. Comp. Heb. ii. 14: 
" Forasmuch, then, as the children are partakers 
of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took 
part of the same; that through death he might 
destroy him that had the power of death, even the 
devil" — and 1 John iii. 8 : " He that committeth 
sin is of the devil ; for the devil sinneth from the 
beginning. For this purpose the Son of God 
was manifested, that he might destroy the works 
of the devil" It was by means of his death, that 
the Messiah was to obtain a complete victor)' 
over our spiritual adversary; a doctrine which 
perfectly accords with Isaiah^s celebrated pro- 
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phecy reBpecting his yicarious and propitiatory 
sufferings: ^* Surely he hath borne our griefe, 
and carried our sorrows : yet we did esteem him 
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he 
was wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of 
our peace [or, whereby our peace is procured] 
was upon him; and with his stripes we are 
healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned every one to his own way ; and 
the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us alL 
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,* yet he 
opened not his mouth : he is brought as a lamb 
to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shear- 
ers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth 

llierefore will I divide him a portion with the 
great, and he shall divide the spoil with the 
strong; because he hath poured out his soul 
unto death: and he was numbered with the 
transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and 
made intercession for the transgressors." Isa. 
Kii. 4-12. 

That this consolatory passage of Scripture 
relates to our Lord Jesus Christ, is proved, 
partly by strong internal evidence, and partly 
by the repeated testimony of the authors of the 
New Testament. Who does not perceive that 
it proclaims indemnity for the sinner, through 

* The words thus rendered ought rather to be translated, as Bishop 
liOWth has well observed, " it was exacted, and he wat made aruwerable." 
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the sufferings and death of a Saviour ? The 
same doctrine is powerfully expressed in the 
words addressed by Jehovah to the Messiah, as 
recorded in the prophecies of Zechariah : ^< As 
for thee also, by tlt£ blood of thy covenant I have 
sent forth thy prisoners out of the pit wherein is 
no water. Turn ye to the strong hold, ye 
prisoners of hope/' Chap. ix. 11, 12. 

Such are the declarations of prophecy respect- 
ing that mighty propitiation for sin, which was 
to distinguish the introduction of the Gospel 
dispensation. Nor ought it to be forgotten that 
the whole sacrificial institution of the Jews was 
^* a shadow of good things to come," and was 
fraught with relation to the same doctrine. 
This observation applies, in a very especial man- 
ner, to the slaying of the lamb in the passover, 
and to the offering up of the bullock and the 
goat on the great day of atonement. For Jesus 
Christ, '^ the Lamb slain from the foundation of 
the world," is described by the apostle Paul as 
"our Passover," who "is sacrificed for us" (1 
Cor. V. 7); and we are plainly taught in the 
epistle to the Hebrews, that the high priest who 
offered up the victims, first " for his own sins, 
and then for the people's," and who, on that 
solemn occasion, entered into the holiest place, 
and sprinkled the blood over the mercy-seat, 
was but the type of that Saviour who is entered 
into the heavens for us, who sprinkles his blood 



J. J. GURNET ON REDEMPTION. 89 

on our hearts, and who "by one offering hath 
perfected for ever them that are sanctified." 
Ck>mp. Lev. xvi. with Heb. ix. x. 

But in order to that destruction of the works 
of the devil which was to be effected by the 
Messiah, there was need, not only of a pro- 
pitiatory sacrifice, but of a powerful purifying 
influence. Accordingly, in those prophecies of 
the Old Testament which are acknowledged by 
both Jews and Christians to relate to the times 
of the Messiah, we find many clear promises of 
the more abundant effusion of such an influence 
on the Lord's people, and of its practical and 
internal operation. " Thus saith the Lord that 
made thee, and formed thee from the womb, 
which wiU help thee; fear not, O Jacob, my 
servant; and thou, Jeshurun, whom I have 
chosen. For I will pour water upon him that 
is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: I 
will pour MY SPIRIT upon thy seed, and my 
blessing upon thine offspring." Isa. xliv. 2, 3. 
"Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, 
and ye shall be clean : from all your filthiness, 
and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. A 
new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit 
will I put within you : and I will take away the 
stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give 
you a heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit 
within you, and cause you to walk in my sta- 
tutes, and ye shall keep my judgments and do 
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them." Ezek. xxxyL 25 — ^27. Precisely conso- 
nant with these passages, is the description 
given by Jeremiah of the principal character- 
istics of the New Covenant : ^^ But this shall be 
the covenant that I will make with the house of 
Israel ; after those days, saith the Lord, I will 
put my law in their inward parts, and write it in 
their hearts; and will be their God, and they 
shall be my people. And they shall teach no 
more every man his neighbour, and every man 
his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for they 
shall all know me, from the least of them unto 
the greatest of them, saith the Lord : for I will 
forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their 
sin no more." Chap. xxxi. 33, 34. 

The blessings which were thus to distinguish 
the New Covenant are represented by Isaiah as 
the "sure mercies of David f^ that is, of the 
Messiah, the descendant of David, who was 
appointed in the counsels of the Most High to 
be " a witness to the people, a leader and com- 
mander to the people" (Isa. Iv. 4) ; and from the 
various descriptions given to us, in the propheti- 
cal writings, of the universal authority and 
never-ending government of this Prince of 
peace, we can scarcely avoid deducing the in- 
ference, that he was himself to dispense those 
spiritual gifts, and to conduct those powerful 
internal operations, by which his dominion over 
the hearts of men was to be obtained and 
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secured. Accordingly, we leam, from Psalm 
Ixviii. 18, that, on his ascension into glory, the 
Messiah was to ^^lead captivity captive,** and 
receive ^^ gifts for men f* and Malachi has an- 
nounced the sudden appearance and spiritual 
work of our Redeemer, in the following sublime 
language : ^^ Behold, I will send my messenger, 
and he shall prepare the way before me : and 
the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to 
his temple, even the Messenger of the Covenant, 
whom ye delight in : behold, he shall come, saith 
the Lord of hosts. But who may abide the day 
of his coming, and who shall stand when he 
appeareth ? ft)r he is like a refiner's Jire, and like 
faUeri soap. And he shall sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver : and he shall purify the sons of 
Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they 
mag offer unto the Lord an offering in righteous 
nessJ' Mai. iii. 1 — 3. 

Thus, then, it appears from the concurrent 
declarations of those ancient prophets who 
spake of Christ beforehand "as they were 
moved of the Holy Ghost," that the dispensa- 
tion of the Gospel was "to finish the trans- 
gression, and to make an end of sins, and to 
make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in 
everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the 
vision and prophecy, and to anoint the Most 
Holy." Dan. ix. 24. 

Let us now direct our attention to the New 
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Testament When the angel Gabriel predicted 
to the virgin Mary the approaching birth of her 
son, he added, ^< Thou shalt call his name Jesus 
[or, the Saviour]: for he shall save his people 
from their sins" Matt L 21. By John the 
Baptist, also, the approaching Saviour of men 
was announced in the same character : <^ Behold 
the Lamb of God," said he, ^^ which taketh atoay 
the sin of the worlds John L 29. 

By our blessed Lord himself, the great object 
of his coming was frequently and explicitly 
declared: <^The Son of man is come to seek 
and to save that which was hsL" Luke xix. 10. 
<^ The Son of man came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister, and to give his life a rarir 
som for many.** Matt xx. 28. " This is my 
blood of the New Testament, which is shed for 
many for the remission of sins." Matt. xxvi. 28. 
" As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder- 
ness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up : 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perishj 
but have eternal life... God sent not his Son 
into the world to condemn the world; but 
that the world through him might be saved.** 
John iiL 14, 17. "I am the living bread which 
came down from heaven : if any man eat of this 
bread, he shall live for ever : and the bread that 
I will give is my flesh, which / will give for the 
life of the world.** John vi. 51. After his ascen- 
sion, also, when he delivered to the converted 
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Paul an apostolic commission, he said, ^ I have 
appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make 
thee a minister and a witness... delivering thee 
from the people and from the Gentiles, unto 
whom now I send thee, to open their eyes, and 
to turn them from darkness to light, and from 
the power of Satan unto God, that they may 
receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance 
among them which are sanctified by faith that 
is in me J* Acts xxvi. 16 — 18. 

A multitude of declarations to the same effect 
were made by our Lord's apostles. Ffom these 
a few passages may be selected, by way of speci- 
mens, from the writings of John, Peter, and PauL 

John. — "Whosoever committeth sin tran&- 
gresseth also the law : for sin is the transgres- 
sion of the law. And ye know that he was 
manifested to take away our sins ; and in him is 
no sin. Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not" 
1 John iii. 4 — 6. " In this was manifested the 
love of God toward us, because that God sent 
his only-begotten Son into the world, that we 
might live through him. Herein is love, not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us, and 
sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins... 
And we have seen and do testify, that the Father 
sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world." 1 
John iv. 9, 10, 14. " What are these which are 
arrayed in white robes ? and whence came they ? 
.. .These are they which came out of great tribu- 
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lation, and have washed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb. There- 
fore are they before the throne of God," &c. 
Rev. vii. 13 — 15. 

Peter. — "Forasmuch as ye know that ye 
were not redeemed with corruptible things, as 
silver and gold, from your vain conversation 
received by tradition from your fathers; but 
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot" 1 Pet L 18, 
19. "Because Christ also suffered for us... 
who his own self bare our sins in his own body 
on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should 
live unto righteousness : by whose stripes ye are 
healed. For ye were as sheep going astray ; but 
are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop 
of your souls." 1 Pet ii. 21, 24, 25. 

Paul» — "Therefore by the deeds of the law 
there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for 
by the law is the knowledge of sin. But now 
the righteousness of God without the law is 
manifested, being witnessed by the law and the 
prophets ; even the righteousness of God which 
is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all 
them that believe ; for there is no difference : for 
all have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God : being justified freely by his grace through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: whom 
God hath set forth to be a propitiation through 
faith in hU bloody to declare bis righteousness 
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for the remission of sins that are past, through 
the forbearance of God ; to declare, I say, at this 
time, his righteousness : that he might be just, 
and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus." 
Rom. iii. 20 — ^26. " For as by one man's dis- 
obedience many were made sinners, so by the 
obedience of one shall many be made righteous. 
Moreover the law entered, that sin might abound. 
But where sin abounded, grace did much more 
abound: that as sin hath reigned unto death, 
even so might grace reign through righteousness 
unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord." 
Rom. V. 19 — ^21. " For the wages of sin is 
death ; but the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord." Rom. vi. 23. " Christ 
also loved the Church, and ffave himself tor it; 
that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water by the word, that he might pre- 
sent it to himself a glorious Church, not having 
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it 
should be holy and without blemish." Eph. v. 
25 — 27. "God hath delivered us from the 
power of darkness, and hath translated us into 
the kingdom of his dear Son : in whom we have 
redemption through his blood, even the forgive- 
ness of sins ••• And you, that were sometime 
alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked 
works, yet now hath he reconciled in the body 
of his flesh through death, to present you holy 
and unblamable and unreprovable in his sight" 
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CoL L 13, 14, 21, 22. '< For the grace of God 
which bringeth salvation hath appeared to all 
men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly, in this present world; looking for that 
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of our 
great God and Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave 
himself for us, that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works." Tit iL 11 — 14. 
Justification through the blood of Christ, and 
sanctification by his Spirit, are very usually 
treated on as distinct doctrines; but, different 
as they are in one point of view, it is neverthe- 
less evident^ from the tenor of these extracts, 
that they are inseparably connected. Both are 
essential to the work of salvation; both origir 
nate in the same divine mercy, and both are 
described, by the sacred writers, as arising out 
of the sacrifice of the Son of God. Was Christ 
" set forth" of the Father, to be " a propitiation 
through faith in his blood"? Did he bear <<our 
sins in his own body on the tree"? Did he 
thus give himself for us ? It was not only for 
the ^< remission of sins that are past," and for 
the justification of penitent believers, but also, 
that "he might sanctify and cleanse" his Church 
— " that he might redeem us from all iniquity" 
— that our consciences might be " purified from 
dead works, to serve the living Ood*' — " that we. 
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being dead to sin, should live unto righteousness^ 
Tit ii. 14; Heb. ix. 14; 1 Pet iL 24. 

"The law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus," says the Apostle, " hath made me free 
from the law of sin and death. For what the 
law could not do, in that it was weak through 
the flesh, God sending his own Son in the like- 
ness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin 
in the flesh: that the righteousness of the law 
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the 
fleshy bvt after the Spirit!* Rom. viii. 2, 3. Again : 
" For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, 
disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and 
pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and 
hating one another. B.ut after that the kindness 
and love of God our Saviour towards man ap- 
peared, not by works of righteousness which we 
have done, but according to his mercy he saved 
us, by the washing of regeneratiouj and renewing 
of the Holy Ghost; which he shed on us abund- 
antly through Jesus Christ our Saviour." Tit iii. 
3 — 6. " I indeed baptize you with water unto 
repentance," said John the Baptist to the Jews : 
" but he that cometli after me is mightier than I, 
whose shoes I am not worthy to bear : he shall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghosts and with flre" 
Matt iii. 11. Comp. John xv. 26 ; 1 John ii. 27. 

Lastly, we learn from the inspired writers that 
the same Mediator of the New Covenant, who 
was a propitiation for our sins, and who sheds 

H 
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forth on mankind the gifts and graces of the 
Holy Spirit, is mercifuUy engaged in pleading 
for his people before the throne of his Father. 
<^My little children/' said the apostle John, 
^ these things write I unto you, that ye sin not 
And if any man sin, we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous." 1 John 
il 1, 2. " Who is he that condemneth ?" writes 
another apostle: <<It is Christ that died, yea 
rather, that is risen again, who is even at the 
right hand of God, who also maketh intercession 
for us." Rom. viii. 34. " But this [man], because 
he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priest- 
hood. Wherefore he is able also to save them 
to the uttermost that come unto God by him, 
seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for 
them." Heb. viL 24, 25. 

Such are the powerful and harmonious state- 
ments presented to us by prophets and apostles, 
on the great subject of christian redemption. 

Now to the inquiry already suggested — for 
what mighty and equivalent purpose the Son of 
God, by whom all things both in heaven and in 
earth were created, condescended to take our 
frail nature upon him, to dwell amongst us, and 
to die on the cross, — these statements afford an 
intelligible and perfectly satisfactory answer. In 
his adorable mercy, in his almighty power, he 
jame to deliver mankind ; to recover them from 
their lost condition ; to save them from the domi- 
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nion of Satan, and from everlasting destruction ; 
to supply all their spiritual need: to reconcile 
them through his own bloodshedding and media- 
tion to the Father Almighty ; to regenerate and 
sanctify them by his Holy Spirit ; to provide for 
them both indemnity and cure ; and thus to se- 
cure for them a boundless eternity of perfect 
happiness. Here are unfolded purposes worthy 
of the Son of God, and worthy of that peculiar 
display of his love and condescension revealed 
to us in the Bible — ^purposes fully adequate to 
his divine dignity, and capable of being carried 
into effect, only by him who, while he suffered 
in our suffering nature, was one with Jehovah — 
personally participating in the wisdom, power, 
and nature, of the only true God. Whether, 
indeed, we regard the human nature of Christ 
— in which he died for us, and is still << touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities,"-— or his di- 
vine nature, which imparts a mighty efficacy to 
the whole plan of our redemption ; — we cannot 
but acknowledge, that between the spiritual 
wants of mankind, on the one hand, and the 
sure mercies of the Messiah of God, on the 
other, there is a nice, an accurate, a perfect 
adaptation. 



H 2 



A NARRATIVE OF THE RENUNCIATION OF UNITA- 
RIAN, AND THE ADOPTION OF TRINITARIAN 
SENTIMENTS, BY THE LATE J. E. STOCK, MJ), 
OF BRISTOL. 



[Dr. Stock was a Physician of eminence : and the change effected 
in his religious views appears to have heen ahnost as remarkable, 
and folly as decisive, of its kind, as was that which occurred in 
the well-known case of Dr. Bateman.] 



A NARRATIVE OF THE RENUNCIATION OF 
UNITARIAN, AND THE ADOPTION OF TRI- 
NITARIAN SENTIMENTS, BY THE LATE 
J. E. STOCK, M.D., OF BRISTOL. 



In the New Evangelical Magazine for September 1817 
appeared a Letter, from J. E. Stock, M.D., of Bristol, 
to the Rev. John Rowe, Unitarian minister, of that 
city. It was communicated to the Magazine by an 
anonymous Correspondent at Bristol, who, in his 
Letter to the Editor, observes ; " I cannot conjecture 
why the distribution of this Letter should have been 
hitherto confined to the private circle of the Doctor s 
friends, as the subjects they refer to possess more than 
a local interest They appear to have been examined 
with all the critical acumen of the scholar, as well as 
the seriousness of the Christian. It is well known in 
our churches here, that Dr. Stock was a leading cha- 
racter among the Unitarians ; that he was the channel 
of communication from the Society to Dr. Lant 
Carpenter, of Exeter, [*] inviting him to become a 

C* The Bristol Papers of April 1840 contained the following difr- 
tressing aoooont of Dr. Carpenter's melancholy decease : — " The Rev. 
Dr. Lant Carpenter met with a watery grave on the 6th inst, on his 
passage from Naples to Leghorn, whilst traveling with a friend for the 
recovery of his health. His friend states that they left Naples in a 
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colleague in the ministry with Mr. Rows ; and that, 
in the capacity of a physician, he attended the 
deceased Mr. Vernon, the Baptist minister at Down- 
end, near this city, who embraced the opportunity of 
conversing with him upon religious subjects, particu- 
larly respecting the Divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the personality and influences of the Holy Spirit 
The result of this was the renunciation of his Unita- 
rian, and the adoption of Trinitarian sentiments. It 
is natural to conclude, that a change of view so 
extensive as this, in a character so eminent for his 
literary acquirements, would become the subject of 
much speculation in the religious world. Trinitarians 
and Anti-Trinitarians, who are acquainted with Dr. 
Stock, have given him every credit for the integrity of 
his motives. His letter, which evidently was never 
intended for publication, does so beautifully delineate 
the progress of his mind in the investigation of truth, 
that it is of peculiar value to the philosopher as well 
as to the theologian.** 

steamer, on the 5th inst., for Leghorn ; that Dr. Carpenter had un- 
locked his traveling-b^ in his berth at bedtime, and removed some 
things, as if preparing for retiring to rest, when, it is supposed, he 
became sea-sick, and went upon deck ; that the night was dark and 
rainy, and the sea rough, and that there was no doubt a sudden lurch 
of the vessel had precipitated him into the deep. When last seen, 
which was between 10 and 11 o'clock at night, he was standing on the 
cabin stairs, as if for the benefit of fresh air. Dr. Carpenter was in 
his 60th year."— Ed.] 



THE LETTER. 



Thb writer of the following Letter never intended or expected that 
its circulation should extend beyond a very small circle. At the 
desire of a friend to whom he felt himself so deeply indebted, he 
transcribed it for his use ; but, at the same time, accompanied it 
with a request that no second copy should be taken ; a request with 
which his friend rigidly complied. Nor was it till he found that 
the scope of it had been much misunderstood or misrepresented, 
and that some detached passages had found their way in various 
directions, that, in justice to himself and to the truths which he 
had embraced, he permitted the circulation of it to be at all ex- 
tended. In the mean time he has been frequently solicited for 
copies of it, which his other avocations would by no means permit 
him to furnish ; and as some pious and valuable friends, for whose 
judgment he feels much deference, have expressed an opinion that 
it might be of service to others, he has ordered a few to be privately 
printed, in order to comply with their wishes, and to save himself 
the trouble of transcribing. 



TO THE REV. JOHN ROWE. 

My Dbaa Sib, Clifton; Nov. 6, 1816. 

I scarcely know in what terms to begin 
this letter, or how to communicate to you the 
object of it Yet I am anxious to be the first 
to convey to you the intelligence, because I am 
unwilling that it should reach you unattended 
by those expressions of personal regard and 
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respect by which I could wish that it should be 
accompanied. It will surprise you to be told, 
that it is become, with me a matter of absolute 
duty to withdraw myself henceforth from the 
Lewin's Mead Society. 

Yes ! my dear Sir, such is the fact In the 
month of July last, my professional attendance 
was required for the Rev. John Vernon, tiie 
Baptist Minister of Downend, who was then on 
a visit to a friend in Bristol I found him very 
ill ; so much so, that his other medical attendant 
and myself have since judged it necessary that 
he should suspend all his public labours. After 
attending him here, for two or three days, he 
removed to Downend ; where I have since con- 
tinued to see him once a week. He felt it a 
duty to endeavour to lead me to reconsider my 
religious opinions; and at length, with much 
delicacy and timidity, led to the subject. I felt 
fully confident of their truth, and did not on my 
part shun the investigation. For some weeks 
his efforts did not produce the smallest effect; 
and it required all the affectionate patience of 
his character to induce me to look upon the 
arguments on his side as even worth examining. 
The spirit of levity, however, was at length 
subdued and restrained by the affectionate ear- 
nestness of his manner. Now and then he 
produced a passage of Scripture, which puzzled 
me exceedingly ; but, as I was always distrustful, 
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I scarcely ever allowed any weight to it, till 
after I had coolly examined it at home. I began, 
however, sometimes to consider whether it was 
not possible that his observations might contain 
some truth ; and of course was led to examine 
them with more care and impartiality. It is 
necessary here to state, that my letter to Dr. 
Carpenter, though drawn up some little time 
before, was despatched about this period. I 
advert to this circumstance, because it marks a 
curious, though, I fear, not an uncommon feature 
in the human mind. I must, however, make 
the avowal, that it was precisely about the in- 
terval that occurred between the preparation 
and the despatch of the letter alluded to, and 
of that to you, and the second to Dr. Estlin, 
that the doubts above stated, now and then at 
rare intervals, would force themselves upon my 
mind. Such, however, was my hostiUty to the 
sentiments to which these doubts pointed, that I 
resisted every suspicion of this kind. I treated 
it as a mere delusion of the imagination ; I felt 
ashamed even to have yielded to such suggestions 
for a moment; and when Mr. Bright pointed out 
to me a strong passage in the address to Dr. 
Carpenter, as if he thought that it might be 
softened a little, I persisted in retaining it In 
fact, I seemed to seek, in the strength of the 
terms that I made use o^ to deepen my own 
convictions of my previous opinions. 
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The letters were sent, and the respective 
answers were received. Still my weekly visits 
to Mr. Vernon were continued ; I still investi- 
gated the subject, with constantly increasing 
earnestness. Yet I was unaltered; and even 
when Mr. Bright read the history of the pro- 
ceedings to the congregation, I felt no regret at 
my share in them, but, on the contrary, rejoiced 
in anticipating the future triumphs of Unitarian- 
ism—Here, however, my triumphs ceased 

Almost immediately afterwards, my doubts 
returned with tenfold force. I read; I was 
perplexed. Often, very often, I wished that I 
had not begun the inquiry. I prayed for illu- 
mination ; but I found my mind daily becoming 
more and more unsettled. I have now lying 
before me a sheet of paper, on which I wrote 
down some of the thoughts of this period, while 
under their more immediate pressure^ as if to 
relieve my mind by thus divulging them; for 
they were disclosed to no human ear. I copy 
from them this passage : ^^ If the attainment of 
truth be not the result, I am sure that the state 
of mind in which I have been for some time 
past is not to be envied." 

I think that it was about this time that you 
returned home. When I advanced to shake 
hands with you after the close of the service, 
you may remember that you said to me, " Why, 
Doctor, you look pale." Pale I was, I have no 
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doubt; for my mind was full of thoughtB that 
chafed each otfier like a troubled sea, and your 
return, and the vivid recollection of the letters 
which it excited, had not tended to calm the 
agitation. In addition to this, I had been in 
the habit of pursuing the inquiry, night after 
night, to a very late hour. 

Such continued to be the state of my mind 
during the latter end of September and the 
whole of October. Towards the latter end of 
this month, the evidence for the doctrines which 
I had hitherto so strenuously opposed, seemed 
progressively to increase. But it was not until 
this very week that conviction came; and that 
my mind, unhesitatingly and thankfully^ accepted 
the doctrines of the supreme divinity of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ; of aionefnent^ or re- 
conciliation^ hy his precious blood; and of the 
divinity and personality of the Holy Spirit 

I do not, my dear Sir, say it by way of com- 
mending my earnestness in the inquiry, but I 
say it in justice to the opinions that I have 
embraced, that, since this investigation began, I 
have regularly gone through the New Testament 
as far as the Epistle to the Hebrews (the Gospel 
of John I have read through twice) ; that not 
only every text, which has been differently inter- 
preted, occurring in this large portion of the 
New Testament, but also all those referred to in 
the controversial volumes mentioned below, were 
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carefully compared with the original, with the 
Improved Version, with Mr. Belsham's explana- 
tion in his Calm Inquiry, and frequently with Dr. 
Carpenter's Unitarianism the Doctrine of the 
Gospel; and that the references to the Psalms, 
and the prophetical Scriptures, which occurred 
in the New Testament, or the other writings 
alluded to, were also examined in Dr. Priestley's 
Notes on the Scriptures. For I am not possessed 
of, nor have I seen (with, I think, one exception, 
in which Dr. Campbell's Annotations on Matt 
xxiL 41, et seq., were shewn to me), one ortho- 
dox commentary on the Scriptures. The con- 
troversial books, on that side, which I have used 
in this inquiry, are Mr. Wardlaw's two books ;* 
Simpson's Plea for the Divinity of Jesus (of 
which, at this very moment, not even a third 
part is cut open) ; Dr. Lawrence's Critical Re- 
flections, &c., on the Unitarian Version (on 
which, I will pause to observe, that they first 
settled my mind as to the authenticity of the 
introductory chapters of St Matthew and St 
Luke) ; a Sermon on the Atonement, by Mr. 
Hull; Six Letters by Dr. Pye Smith to Mr. 
Belsham; and notes taken down from two ser- 
mons preached by Mr. (I believe now. Dr.) 
Chalmers, of Glasgow, upon the following texts : 
Psalm Ixxxv. 10, and Rom. viii. 7. Yet these 

* Discoarses on the Principal Points of the Socinian Controversy, 
and Unitarianism Incapable of Vindication. 
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few helps to the better understaDding of the 
Holy Scripture, though counteracted by the 
volumes above cited, by long association, by 
frequent references to other Unitarian volumes 
in my collection, and by the various arguments 
on that side, which memory was constantly 
suggesting, have ultimately led me to the con- 
clusion above stated. But I should grossly belie 
my own heart, and should think myself guilty of 
odious ingratitude to the Father of hghts, from 
whom cometh down every good and perfect gift, 
if I did not avow my conviction, that to these 
means the teaching of his Holy Spirit has been 
superadded: for I can, in his presence, affirm 
that, during the latter part of the inquiry more 
particularly, the Scriptures of truth were never 
opened by me without profound and fervent 
prayer for illumination ; and almost always with 
reference to our Lord's promise in St Luke xi. 
13. Indeed, my dear Sir and friend, I was in 
earnest A change so awful, so unexpected, I 
may add so improbable, which four months ago 
I should myself have said was impossible, has 
deeply and solemnly impressed my mind. That 
I must encounter much ridicule, in consequence 
of this change, I fully expect I am sure that I 
well deserve it, for no person could have burst 
out more loudly against such an alteration in the 
views of another than myself. Nor ought I to 
omit to add, that my excellent friend, Mr. Vernon, 
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while I was communicating to him the conviction 
that I had received, and my expectation of being 
ridiculed for such a change, observed to note, 
that I certainly must expect it, but he hoped that 
I was prepared to forgive it I trust that I shall 
be enabled to do so. 

Upon reviewing this last sentence, my dear 
Sir, I feel myself bound to say, that, in stating 
this, I hope not to be understood as anticipating 
any thing of the sort from you, or from your 
venerable colleague. No ! however you may 
pity my delusion, I feel assured that you will 
do justice to my motives. 

My dear Sir, I have extended this letter to a 
much greater length than I had any expectation 
of doing when I began it I began it with 
alluding to my regard and my respect for you. 
Will it be deemed inconsistent with either, if I 
venture to conclude with a most affectionate wish 
and prayer, that you and yours, and all who are 
near and dear to you, may receive every earthly 
blessing, and may be brought to the knowledge 
of the truth ? I feel it to be my duty to con- 
clude thus, and I shall stand excused. And 
oh ! how much is that wish enkindled when I 
recollect the seriousness and solemnity of your 
manner in prayer, and your impressiveness in 
preaching ! How do I wish that endowments of 
such value were consecrated to those views which 
I have received ! But I feel myself getting upon 
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tender ground. It is difficult to word such a 
wish widiout appearing arrogant, or imperdnent, 
or presumptuous; and yet nothing is farther 
from my heart than either of these feelings. 
Belieye me to be, with sincere regard, 

Yours, my dear Sir, 

J. E. STOCK. 



^^l^^^0^^^^^*^>^>^^0^^^^^^^f 



From the period of Dr. Stock's embracing Evan- 
gelical doctrines^ he attached himself to the Baptist 
church at Bristol, then under the pastoral care of the 
Rev. John Vernon (mentioned above) ; on whose 
death the celebrated Rev. Robert Hall became its 
minister. In this communion Dr. Stock continued 
until his decease : wbicb took place at Tewkesbury 
in 1835. He was then 61 years of age. His reli- 
gious views underwent no change after the publication 
of his Letter. He retained full possession of his facul- 
ties to the last : but, towards the close of life, his con- 
stitution was sadly debilitated by several severe attacks 
of illness. 
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The present article may form an appropriate 
sequel to Dr. Stock's Narrative. 

In the month of December 1835, the Rer. 
Joseph Ketley retired from his office as Minis- 
ter of the Unitarian Chapel, Ipswich. His 
retirement was the consequence of his renun- 
ciation of Unitarianism. This change of sen- 
timent had resulted, principally, from friendly 
discussions which had taken place between him- 
self and the Rev. Piers Edmund Butler, 
B.A., then curate of St Margaret's, in the same 
town. To these discussions, it is almost supei^ 
fluous to add, Mr. Ketley joined, a careful study 
of die Scriptures, extensive critical readmg, and 
fervent prayer for Divine direction in an afiair 
of such moment The combined use of these 
several means of enlightenment issued in the 
abandonment of his former religious views, and 
his embracing the Trinitarian scheme. The 
relinquishment of his office as a Unitarian pastor 
naturally followed. At the period referred to, 
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the Rev. gentleman published, in self-vindica- 
tion, a Sermon, entitled "Scriptural Views 
concerning the great and important Doctrine of 
the Atonement;" the last he ever delivered to 
his Unitarian congregation. In a Preface to 
this discourse, the Author says ; " To his fellow- 
worshippers whose devotions he has conducted, 
and whose spiritual and eternal interests he has 
most deeply at heart, he dedicates this Discourse, 
with a trembling sense of the fearful responsi- 
bility of him who closes his eyes or ears against 
the truth as it is in Jesus, the sure and only 
foundation of a sinner^s hope; with a most 
earnest desire to see them acknowledge the truth 
of the Atonement, — ^the only Scriptural ground 
of approach to the holy and just, as well as 
merciful and benevolent Being, the Grod and 
Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who has declared that by that medium he can 
be just, and tbe justifier of those who believe 
in the sacrifice for sin: and with constant and 
fervent prayer that, under the guidance of that 
divine influence which preserves reason from 
error, and man from self-confidence, and without 
which no one can call Jesus Lord, in the high 
and exalted sense of the term [1 Cor. xii. 3]» 
to the glory of God the Father, they may be 
led into a new and living way, and, through the 
blood of the everlasting covenant, have boldness 
to enter within the veil, and no longer be the 
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outer worshippers of the temple; but behold, 
as in a mirror, the glory of the Lord, and be 
changed into the same glory. Amen." 

Concurrently with the pubUcation of Mr. 
Ketky's Sermon, there appeared " A Letter to 
the Congregation who assemble for Worship in 
the Unitarian Chapel, Ipswich, occasioned by 
an Advertisement in the Suffolk Chronicle, ad- 
dressed to the Writer; and containing some 
Account of his Discussion with the Rev. Joseph 
Ketley, which ended in Mr. Ketley's Renuncia- 
tion of Unitarianism. By Piers Edmund Butler, 
B.A., Curate of St Margaret's, Ipswich.'* Both 
the ^^ ability" and the ^^ spirit" manifested in this 
production have been " cordially admired" even 
by a Unitarian Minister, himself no mean judge 
of what constitutes literary ability. It is at the 
same time deeply interesting, as exhibiting some- 
what of the mental process by which an intelli- 
gent and candid mind was, by the Divine 
mercy, emancipated from long-cherished error, 
and blessed with the <' light of life." 

After a suitable introduction, the writer pro- 
ceeds as follows : 

<<An advertisement having a few days ago 
appeared in the Suffolk Chronicle, courteously 
inviting my attention, and that of the congrega- 
tion of St Margarets Church, to a publication, 
entitled < Christian Unitarianism;' it was sug- 
gested to me by some friends (whose judgment 
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encourages me to a task I should otherwise 
never have undertaken) that it is desirable I 
should prepare a reply to it Knowing neither 
the name of the advertiser, nor that of the author 
of the publication referred to, I thought I could 
not better mark my sense of the honour conferred 
on me by the former, than by respectfully, as I 
now do» addressing my reply to yourselves. 

^ I have given to ^ Christian Unitarianism,' as 
requested, a serious, and I think I may add, a 
candid perusal. As a statement of your religious 
opinions (and it can hardly be considered any 
thing more), it is temperate, but imperfect; 
omitting some important points altogether, and 
not sufficiently explicit upon others. The au- 
thority of Scripture is very vaguely defined; and 
your views of the canon of Scripture, of the 
existing state of human nature, of the personal 
nature of Christ, and of other important subjects, 
are not directly mentioned. 

^< In the first sentence, it is complained that 
Unitarianism has been < frequently made the 
object of the most unfounded obloquy and mis- 
representation.' Now I share your indigna- 
tion against the practice of misrepresenting your 
doctrines, whoever may be guilty of it It b 
equally unwise and unworthy. In order to 
answer arguments founded on misrepresenta- 
tion, you have only to prove that you do not 
hold the doctrines imputed to you, and your 
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oontroversial opponent at once loses all his time 
and labour. What is meant by the obloquy al- 
leged to be thrown on Unitarianism, I can only 
conjecture. I know, you in general consider it 
hard and unkind that we do not recognize you as 
fellow Christians. A few dispassionate remarks 
upon this. To recognize you as Christians would 
be to recognize Unitarianism (so called) as incite 
ding the essentials of Christianityy — the very point 
in dispute between us. You are aware that we 
differ in essentials. According to your opinion, 
the essentials of Christianity are comprised in a 
very few particulars, which you consider us to 
hold in common with yourselves ; you can there- 
fore, consistently with your principles, give us the 
title of Christians. According to our opinion, 
the essentials of Christianity include certain 
particulars which you avowedly reject, and there- 
fore, consistently with our principles, we cannot 
give you the title of Christians. Would you 
have us renounce, without conviction, the whole 
question in dispute ? Would you have us hypo- 
critically meet you as our fellow-believers, while 
you disavow doctrines conscientiously deemed by 
us the very life and soul of our reUgion ? If we 
did so, you ought to despise our conduct, and 
consider it any thing but friendly to you, as cal- 
culated to confirm you in what we believe to be 
fatal error. I trust that when you calmly reflect 
on all this, it will commend itself to your better 
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judgments, and you will cease to impute to us 
uncharitable motives for refusing you a name 
which we cannot yield you without yielding up 
our principles, or our consistency. The Koran 
expressly recognizes Christ in the character of a 
teacher divinely commissioned : but you do not 
therefore recognize Mohammedans as your fellow- 
Christians ; because they reject what you number, 
and most justly, among the essentials of Christian- 
ity—the authority of the Christian Scriptures. 
Whatever Christianity may be, a Christian^ even on 
your oum principles, is one who holds it in all its 
essential doctrines. Having thus disclaimed all 
intention of misrepresenting or vilifying your 
religious opinions, I would now entreat you to 
give the following observations your candlid and 
serious perusaL 

" 1. You are aware of the variety of opinion 
prevalent in your communion, respecting the 
inspiration of Scripture. Some Unitarians, es- 
pecially (I believe) those of the Continent^ 
merely hold that, as the God of Nature and 
Providence raised up Newton to discover and 
demonstrate certain laws of the material world ; 
He, in like manner, raised up Moses, David, 
Isaiah, Jesus, Paul, and other good men (I trust 
you shudder while you read), to unfold certain 
religious and moral truths. To call the Scrip- 
tures inspired in such a sense, is an abuse of 
language ; and, to say the least, a virtual avowal 



THE UNITARIANS OF IPSWICH. 123 

of infidelity. Other Unitarians believe the 
Bible to contain a faithful record of certain 
£acts and doctrines miraculously communicated, 
but intermingled with inconclusive reasonings 
upon them, false deductions from them, and 
tenets belonging to the popular superstition of 
the age when it was composed. And again, 
other Unitarians (and I hope I may number 
you among them) recognize the inspiration of 
Scripture to be complete, so as to render it an 
infallible rule of faith. The latter, I shall at- 
tempt to prove, is the only tenable ground. If 
the Scriptures do not constitute an infallible rule 
of faith, they constitute none at all ; for between 
an infallible rule offaxQi^ and none at aU^ there can 
be no available medium. If the sacred writers 
mislead you in one instance, your confidence in 
their guidance is gone — ^you know not but they 
may mislead you in any other instance ; because 
ntme can teU you when they put forward their own 
errorj and when they record the truth of God. 
There exists under heaven no tribunal to which 
you may appeal in such a case; there is no hand 
competent to separate the chaff from the wheat, 
which, on such a supposition, are commingled 
in the gamer of the, Bible. Above all, what are 
the poor and unlearned, in that case, to do? 
How are they to know how much of their 
Bibles they ought to reverence, and how much 
of them they ought to neglect? Moreover, 
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the sacred writers claim a competent inspiration; 
so that when one of them giyes his judgment 
as a man in a particular case, he considers it 
necessary to distinguish it from the dictates of 
the Divine Being. (1 Cor. vii, 10, 25 ; xiv. 37; 
2 Cor. I 13; GaL i. 11, 12; 1 Thess. iv. 15; 
2 Tim. iii. 14—17; 2 Pet L 21 ; iii. 1, 2, 15, 16; 
Rev. L 1.) Now the sacred writers either pos- 
sessed the inspiration they claimed; or, in pretend- 
ing to it, they were guilty of fraud, or victims^ 
of delusion, and therefore unworthy of attention. 
There is no middle supposition which can pos- 
sibly be interposed between these. I need not 
remind you of the evidences of Christianity. Vmi 
know that the sacred writers were neither im- 
postors, nor victims of delusion. You are there- 
fore shut up to the acknowledgment of their 
inMlible authority, as your only tenable position 
-—one from which I hope you have no desire to 
depart 

^^2. If such, or none at all, must be the 
authority of Scripture, what spirit becomes us 
when we sit down to the interpretation of it ? 
Sure it is no less required by reason, than con- 
sistent witii piety, to submit ourselves wholly to 
its teaching — to sweep out of the chambers of 
the mind all our predilections and preconceived 
opinions in religion, and replenish them from the 
treasury of Revelation alone. We are miserably 
incompetent to decide what ought to be in the 
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Bible. It is our dignity, our duty, our safety, to 
receive whatever God has communicated, for this 
simple reason — God U wiser than we. Suppose 
a communication from Heaven addressed to any 
individual of your number, and suppose that 
individual to enter into discussion with his 
Maker on the subject of its contents, in what 
light would his conduct appear to you? We 
believe the Bible a communication from Heaven 
addressed to us all, and shall we perform a part 
at once so irrational, and so irreverent toward 
its Author, as mustering a host of mere human 
opinions to combat its declarations, and force 
them from their meaning? I affectionately 
implore you to consider this. I know you are 
in the habit of repelling certain doctrines 
affirmed to be taught in Scripture, on account 
of what appears to you their irrational character. 
In thus doing you assume a position inconsistent 
with your professed, and (I hope) sincere, rever- 
ence for the autiiority of Scripture. The real 
question which it becomes you to entertain is 
this : Are the disputed doctrines actually taught 
in Scripture, or not? While you do not give 
this question its proper prominence, are you very 
unlikely to err in deciding it ? And if any doc- 
trine, which you reject as irrational, be actually 
taught in Scripture, then you know it must be 
rational; no doctrine constituting a part of the 
revealed wisdom of God can possibly be absurd, 
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however it may appear so to any class, or num- 
ber, of men. Many a man has deemed a doc- 
trine irrational, and afterward found himself 
mistaken. Many a man has taken his bold and 
consistent stand at the Revelation of God, and 
there seen depths of wisdom disclosed, of whose 
nature he had no conception before. You know 
that even in matters of natural science men 
have been blinded by prejudice and passion, so 
as to consider things absurd which have been 
proved infallibly certain. In the common affairs 
of life, we are daily liable to a similar influence 
— ^how much more must we feel ourselves liable 
to it in the business of religion, when we con- 
sider the elevation of her doctrines, and the 
restraints that she imposes, whatever view we 
take of both ! 

*^d. <The natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God ; fir iJiey are fooU 
ishness unto him; neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned! (1 Cor. 
ii. 14.) From this passage it plainly and unde- 
niably appears, that the doctrines of the Bible, 
whatever they may be, are uncongenial to the 
natural taste of the human mind, and seem in 
its view irrational, until it has become the sub- 
ject of a spiritual influence. I do not now 
assume that the doctrines of the Bible are ours 
— I only affirm that, according to the passage 
quoted, they appear folly to the natural mind, 



THS UNITARIANS OF IPSWICH. 127 

and are uncongenial to its taste, wliatever they 
are. Pause here for a moment^ and ask your- 
selves, can they be the doctrines of Unitarian- 
ism ? Is there* any thing in the latter that 
wages war with the prevailing bias of the 
natural mind, and consequently appears foolish- 
ness in its view, and requires an influence from 
above to ensure its reception? On the last 
page of the publication to which this letter 
refers, I have found the following sentence — 
' We add, it appears to us, that these simple but 
important and sublime views are in themselves 
rational, and congenial to the human mind! Such 
is the uniform boast of all their advocates. Ac-' 
cording to diem, excepting the resurrection of 
the body and the authority of Scripture, Jesus 
and hb Apostles taught no doctrine but what 
may be found within the limits of heathen phi- 
losophy and of modem deism, and within the 
pages of the Koran. Oh ! think of this, and 
look again at the passage I have quoted. 

^^4. ^The Scripture hath concluded all under 
sin.' (Gal. iii. 22.) Such in the sight of God is 
the natural condition of man. You will tell me, 
this passage is obsolete, and applies only to a 
former state of the world; although there is 
notbing in the passage itself, in the context, in 
the Epistle where it stands, or in the tenor of 
the Bible, to warrant such a supposition — but 
every thing against it. Well— bring this matter 
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to a plain and satisfactory test. What is your 
standard of duty? It is contained, you will 
reply, in the New Testament. I am aware that 
your views of duty differ very -materially from 
ours ; and that you consider us in this respect 
deluded, and unnecessarily strict I take up, 
therefore, your own standard of duty, and, in a 
spirit of humble and kind solicitude, I put the 
question to you. Have you acted up to that 
standard? Have you neglected, have you vio- 
lated, no duty to God, no obligation relative to 
your fellow-men ? Who can answer, that he has 
not ? And that solemn pause of conscience, when 
'Such a question is preferred — ^what is it but 
a deep acknowledgment that all are ^ under sin* f 
<< 5. ^ But now the righteousness of God with- 
out the law is manifested, being witnessed by 
the law and die prophets; even the righteous- 
ness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ 
unto all and upon aU them that believe: for 
there is no difference : for all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God ; being justified 
freely by his grace, through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus : whom God hath set forth to be 
a propitiation, through faith in his bloody to de^ 
clare his righteousness for the remission of sins 
that are past, through the forbearance of God ; 
to declare at tiiis time his righteousness : thai he 
might bejust^ and thejustifier of him that believeth 
in Jesus** (Rom. iiL 21 — 26.) I am aware how 
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Unitarian writers attempt to explain the terms 
* propitiation' and * redemption,' here employed, 
so as to bring them into accordance with their 
system of doctrine. Their criticisms I shall not 
here reply to, but content myself with one remark 
on the passage. The scheme of salvation wi" 
folded in it, whatever that scheme may be (ob- 
serve, I do not assume it is the one we believe 
in), displays not only the benevolence, but also the 
justice of the Divine Being. This is evident 
from th& words, ^to declare his righteousness, 
that he might be just, and the justifier of him 
that believeth in Jesus.' Such is the scheme of 
salvation unfolded in Scripture. I ask you now 
— seriously and affectionately I ask you — can it 
be such as Unitarianism represents it? In the 
scheme of salvation, as represented by Unita- 
rianism, what is there which illustrates the 
divine justice — what is there which displays it 
beauti^Uy and tranquilly harmonizing with the 
divine mercy, and securing, in combination with 
the latter, the eternal safety of the believer? 
In page 5 of * Christian Unitarianism' I have 
found the following sentence : * We reject, as 
Aterly unscriptural, the doctrine of satisfaction, 
and every other doctrine which represents the 

death of Christ as enabling Him [God] 

to extend mercy to his erring and sinful, but 
repentant, creatures.' This is not, indeed, a 
correct statement of our doctrine, which, I 



130 REV. P. B. butler's LETTER TO 

believe, was misunderstood, rather than inten- 
tionally misrepresented, by the writer; but it 
sufficiently expresses the rejection, by Unita- 
rians, of the doctrine which declares die death 
of Christ to be the divinely appointed and 
necessary mean whereby God can be ^ just, and 
the justifier of him that believeth in Jesus.' 
You are aware, it is the boast of Unitarians that 
their system of belief exhibits an unlimited 
placability on the part of Jehovah, unqualified 
by, unconnected with, the exercise of iustice. 
Remember this-read over, once agai^, the 
above-quoted passage — and ask yourselves, ^Can 
Unitarianism be here?' No. The scheme of 
salvation^ to display the justice of Gody must 
comprehend the Atonement. When we by faith 
behold Immanuel ^magnifying the law and 
making it honourable,' by ^ dying, the just for 
the unjust,' we see how God can be ^ just, and 
the justifier of him that believeth in Jesus.' 
And suffer me to assure you, that nothing but 
this doctrine will ever fully and permanently 
tranquillize the conscience of a sinner — ^the 
conscience that instinctively craves it, and will 
not rest without it ; and, when ignorant of it, 
wanders up and down unsatisfied, and blindly 
seeking the unknown peace which a belief of 
this doctrine only can impart. After all that 
you know, and can say, of divine mercy, con- 
science will bear testimony to divine justice. 
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and refuse to authenticate the hope you have 
founded on the former attribute severed from 
the latter. 

"I shall not at present continue the dis- 
cussion beyond this point. Your own good 
sense will tell you the essential connection between 
the scheme of salvation here advocated^ and the 
proper deity of the Word If Christ were a 
mere creature, his atonement could have no 
intrinsic worth — could never be the mean of 
satisfaction to the divine and violated law, 
whereby God can be just, and the justifier of 
him that believeth. I forbear to adduce any of 
the direct evidence for his deity. If you once 
receive the atonement, that evidence will open 
on you from every book of Revelation. And, 
the deity of Christ acknowledged, you will, on 
similar evidence, acknowledge the personality 
and deity of the Holy Spirit But if you re- 
ceive not the atonement, for your own personal 
and eternal salvation, the doctrine of the Trinity, 
although acknowledged, could not profit you. 
Allow me here to remind you, we believe no less 
Jirmly than you in the divine Unity, We believe 
that in the Godhead three existences are distinct, 
but united, In this we find no contradiction. 
The essence of the divine nature is, indeed, 
incomprehensible, according to our doctrine, no 
less than according to your own ; but not more 
so. You can no more comprehend that essence, 

K 2 
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on your scheme of doctrine, than we on ours. 
You can no more explain the divine nature to an 
atheist, than we can explain it to you. For the 
truth, that ^ Jehovah is one, and the only proper 
object of worship,' we would, by divine grace, 
lay down our lives. But we rejoice, with ador- 
ing wonder, to know that in the very nature of 
God provision existed for our recovery and 
renovation before the worlds were made. The 
secret of our redemption was found in tJie depths 
of Deity, 

" I very earnestly implore you to attend tx) the 
several points which I have here brought for- 
ward, in the order wherein tliey appear. The 
first and most important question for a sinful 
and immortal being to decide must ever be — 
*What is the way of salvation?' Take the 
Scriptures, and, with prayer to their Divine 
Author for his guidance, decide it before Him. 
Be fiiUy satisfied what is the scheme of salva- 
tion unfolded in Scripture ; and, until you are 
so^ keep the consideration of all other pointe 
in abeyance. Until that all-important question 
be rightly decided, to entertain others may per- 
plex, and cannot profit you. I fear that even by 
good and well-intending men the present con- 
troversy is not always managed as it ought to be. 
Instead of beginning with the scheme of sal- 
vation unfolded in Scripture (its authority being 
acknowledged on both sides), and first deter- 
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mining a question which lies at the bottom oj 
every controversy relating to essentials^ and concerns 
the eternal salvation of every man^ they too often 
begin, and too exclusively dwell, upon doctrines 
which, contemplated apart from the scheme of 
salvation, appear to disadvantage, divested of 
their glory, and incapable of profiting the mind. 
** There is a point on which, before I conclude, 
I would do you justice. Your system of belief 
is by many good men pronounced (I think er- 
roneously) more pernicious than that of the 
Church of Rome, because the latter professes 
to hold the doctrine of the Trinity. These good 
men, however, forget that the importance of the 
doctrine of the Trinity is vitally dependent on 
the scheme of salvation. The latter, as un- 
folded in Scripture, is not only virtually set 
aside in a multitude of ways, but openly and 
directly denied, by the Church of Rome ; so 
that her doctrine of a Trinity, severed from 
the design for which it was revealed, is robbed 
of its efficacy — the shell without the substance 
— a sapless leaf torn violently from the tree of 
life. The Church of Rome by making tradition, 
that is, by making herself, the sole and authori- 
tative interpreter of Revelation, has reduced the 
Bible to the condition of waste paper within the 
limits of her communion. A genuine Romanist 
acknowledges the authority of Scripture, only as 
interpreted by his Church ; and, in argument 



/ 



134 REV. p, E. butler's letter to 

with him^ we cannot take our stand at the Scrip- 
ture as common ground, and arbiter of the 
controversy. Many of your communion, I 
believe, unfeignedly acknowledge the paramount 
authority of Scripture. All of you whom I es- 
pecially address in this Letter belong (I hope) 
to this number. May I take the liberty of again 
urging you to the study of your Bibles, and, let 
me add, to the use of them in domestic worship? 
* Search the Scriptures ; for they are they which 
testify of me,' said He whose name is the only 
one given among men ^whereby we must be 
saved.' 



"Your late Pastor, the Rev. Joseph Ketley, 
having just given to the Public his reasons for 
renouncing Unitarianism, it has occurred to me 
that some account of the friendly discussion 
which, under God, has issued in that result, 
may without impropriety be inserted here, as 
likely to coiSperate with his testimony in pre- 
venting misconception on the subject The 
love and esteem you were accustomed to feel for 
him, assure me that you will read my narrative 
with interest for his sake. 

" My acquaintance with Mr. Ketley began on 
the 5th of January, 1835. On the evening of 
that day I had the honour of delivering a Lec- 
ture at the Mechanics' Institute, as several of 
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you may, perhaps, remember. When my Lec- 
ture was concluded, Mr. K. rose, and addressed 
a few remarks to the audience, noticing in a 
kind and favourable manner what they had just 
heard. In a few minutes after, he approached, 
and introducing himself to me, requested my 
permission to visit me at my house, frankly 
stating, at the same time, that he was a Uni- 
tarian Minister, and expressing his hope that I 
would not consider that circumstance an ob- 
stacle to our interchange of the courtesies of 
life. I replied as you may anticipate ; assuring 
him of my readiness to receive his proposed 
visit, and of my gratitude for his favourable 
notice of my Lecture. During our first inter- 
view at my house, which followed in a few days, 
he introduced the subject of religion ; observing, 
that he thought Unitarianism was in general 
misunderstood, and endeavouring, by the sug- 
gestion of various considerations which I cannot 
now recall, to produce in my mind a favourable 
impression toward it Such was the origin of 
our discussion. My opinion of Mr. Ketley's 
powers, and my distrust of my own, rendered 
it morally impossible that it should originate on 
my part ; indeed a sense of duty was the only 
motive which induced me to engage in it, when 
begun by him. A distinct desire for his benefit 
could not actuate me then ; for it would have 
implied a hope of being instrumental toward it, 
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which I did not then venture to entertain. At 
a few subsequent interviews my friend appeared 
still to indulge the expectation of leading me 
over to his own religious opinions, and directed 
his conversation accordingly. That expectation, 
however, very soon vanished. He advocated his 
opinions from conviction; in addition to con- 
viction, at least, not weaker than his own, I 
clung to mine for life. He could not but know 
that a transition from his ground to mine would 
leave his eternal safety unendangered, even on 
his own principles; while, on my principles, a 
similar transition to his ground would involve 
the most ruinous result He consequently con- 
fined himself, from that time, to a defence of 
Unitarianism : and of the hand then employed 
on her bulwarks, I think I may affirm, in the 
language of the Roman Poet, 

'Si dextra Pergama possent 

Mflenia defendi, saltern hac defensa fuisseut' 

" To her cause, if I can judge, he did ample 
justice. During many successive interviews at 
our respective residences, he drew largely from 
the resources of abstract argument and of Biblical 
criticism ; and nothing that he brought forward 
seemed in any degree deprived of its clearness 
or force, by his manner of employing it If 
such were the self-diffidence felt by me, and the 
ability manifested by my friend, whence the issue 
of our discussion, with which you are all ac- 
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quainted? With no hypocritical affectation of 
humility, I wholly disclaim the merit of it Our 
discussion took place not amid the alternating 
applauses of a multitude, but in the quiet of 
unostentatious retirement, with no other witness 
than our Maker. It was conducted not in the 
spirit of combatants, but with the mutual good- 
will of friends. We were aware that not the 
sincerity, nor the intellect, of either party could 
suffer any just disparagement by the result, what- 
ever it might be. A philosopher, self-dependent, 
may fail in the investigation of religious truth : 
while the agency of Omnipotence and the instru- 
mentality of a diild may discover it to his mind. 
It is very strange that a man may avow altera- 
tion of sentiment on almost any subject but that 
of religion, without calumny called forth, or in- 
dignation excited : while a change in the latter, 
beyond all others, is entitled to a calm and kind 
consideration. If the convert be wrong, he is a 
proper object of the deepest commiseration; if 
he be right, of the purest satisfaction. Too often 
is he looked on as an enemy and a traitor by the 
community whose religion he has abandoned, and 
as the author of a dire calamity to its interest — 
a thing impossible if that religion be true. Truth 
must ultimately prevail ; and he who abandons 
her cause, injures, not it, but himself. At length 
these feelings of anger, which originate in a mere 
illusion, gradually subside, like all others of the 
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kind. It is discovered that the sun shines not 
more feehly than before the calamity of this con- 
version; and the course of nature flows on, 
unaltered by its influence. It is found, perhaps, 
in addition to all this, that the convert has not 
ceased to be human : his integrity is unimpaired, 
his understanding vigorous as ever: and his testi- 
mony and example may in the end be appreciated 
by many, who once execrated both in the bitter- 
ness of their hearts. 

" The arguments of my friend were, princi- 
pally, throughout, and altogether in the first 
instance, founded on what appeared to him ra- 
tional principles, rather than on the testimony of 
Revelation. After briefly contending that they 
applied not to the doctrines I advocated, my 
endeavours were employed to convince him that 
all such arguments proceed on a false supposi- 
tion; namely, that, admitting the authority of 
Scripture, we are competent to sit in judgment 
on the wisdom of its contents. He constantly 
endeavoured to draw me into argument on the 
doctrine of the Trinity, which I as constantly 
avoided; contenting myself with, at most, very 
brief replies to his objections, and then return- 
ing to the consideration of what appeared to me 
a prior, and yet more important, question, — the 
scheme of salvation revealed. I had frequently to 
remind him that his line of argument was unwit- 
tingly inconsistent with his admission of the 
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authority of Scripture; but the complete inspi- 
ration of the latter I do not recollect him to 
have ever directly questioned. Hence, from the 
origin to the end of our discussion, the main 
subject of it continued to be the scheme of 
salvation revealed; including the natural state 
of man, and the doctrine of the Atonement. 
This subject I invariably endeavoured to con- 
sider with him, as one involving his own eternal 
interest, about which I avow that I felt a more 
than ordinary solicitude, from the moment when 
I dared to hope I might be employed in pro- 
moting it — a solicitude which augmented as my 
acquaintance with him proceeded, from causes 
which you, who have known him, will readily 
conjecture. The first day on which I can now, 
in looking back, discern any impression made 
upon his mind was the dd of April, 1835. I 
then proposed that we should read together a 
portion of the Bible. He consented. I chose 
the 3d chapter of the Epistle to the Romans; 
and read, briefly commenting as I proceeded. 
In answer to some remarks I made on the term 
* propitiation,' he contended that the word in the 
original, being the same by which the mercy-seat 
is denominated, merely implied the manifestation 
of divine mercy by Jesus Christ, without any 
reference to atonement ; and. that nothing was 
mentioned of His blood. I repeated the words 
which had escaped his attention, — ^ through faith 
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in his bloocL' He coloured; was confused, and 
silent When leaving me, he shook my hand, 
visibly struggling with deep emotiohs. From 
that time his manner became more serious in 
our discussion, and he appeared to defer more 
to the authority of Scripture. I requested him 
to study the Epistle to the Romans, in the ori- 
ginal of Griesbach's edition, being one which 
the most learned Unitarians generally consider 
impartial He readily consented to do so ; and 
was soon convinced, by the Latin Preface of 
Griesbach, of the genuineness of some portions 
of the Bible which he had doubted before. The 
common version was now rapidly read ; the ori- 
ginal, at the same time, being consulted on all 
disputed passages. At this point of his progress 
I gave him a copy of my Sermons. [*] He at 
first declared himself gratified, but unconvinced, 
by the perusal of them. In a few days, however, 
he acknowledged to me that his confidence in 
Unitarianism was completely shaken — that he 
more than suspected the soundness of the mode 
of interpretation employed in its support — and 
that my second Sermon had shewn him the moral 
impossibility of serving God without a belief of the 
Atonement. He asked me to name some books 



C* The volume is entitled " The Rationality of Revealed Religion, 
illustrated in a series of Sermons. To which are added an Essay on 
the Merits of Modern Fiction, and a Lecture on the Diffusion of 
Knowledge." — Ed.] 
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I would recommend him to read for additional 
information on the subject I mentioned Magee 
and Wardlaw. His progress was now rapid and 
decisive. He saw the Atonement, first as ap- 
pointed, and deriving efficacy from divine ap* 
pointment; then as < elect, precious,' intrinsically 
meritorious, and therefore appointed to reconcile 
mercy with justice, and man with God. On the 
latter point, the 10th chapter of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews appeared to him decisive. He per- 
ceived at once the connection of the Atonement 
with the Deity of Christ ; on which subject we 
discussed but one only text, 'ITiy throne, O 
God, is for ever,' &&, as quoted from the 45th 
Psalm, in the first chapter of the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. He argued for the Unitarian transla- 
tion, * God is thy throne,' &c. ; to which I replied, 
that our explanation of the passage alone coin- 
cides with the scope of the whole context, which 
is evidently to exalt the dignity of the Mediator. 
What appeared to him the strongest evidence of 
the Deity of Christ was the recorded fiact, that 
inspired men transacted immediately with Him 
the business of personal religion. (2 Cor. xii. 
7 — 9.) Similar evidence appeared to him for 
the Personality and Deity of the Holy Spirit; 
who is declared to be the immediate agent in the 
inward change inseparable from salvation — the 
prompter of prayer in all who acceptably pray — 
the sanctifier and upholder of all who live for 
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God. It was in the beginning of December 
1835, that the crisis arrived in the inquiries of 
my friend. His intention of publicly announcing 
to you his change of sentiment in religion was 
communicated to me only on the day before you 
heard him announce it He solicited my advice. 
I observed, that the duty of confessing Christ 
was inseparable from belief in him (Rom. x. 9) — 
that the time when we believe in him must, 
therefore, be thp time to confess him — and that 
he could not, without hjrpocrisy, preach Unitarian 
doctrine while he disbelieved it What followed 
you already know." 



The reader may like to be informed that, since 
leaving Ipswich, Mr. Ketley has passed three 
years and a half at Cambridge University, and 
has now entered the Church of England : having 
obtained a title at Tooting, Surrey ; of which it 
is expected he will become the curate. He 
purposes, it is said, shortly to publish a long- 
meditated treatise on the subject of Unitarianism. 



LETTER ON THE ATONEMENT OF CHRIST, 



ANO THE 



EXPIATORY NATURE OF HIS SUFFERINGS. 



Br 



¥. T. BLAIR, ESQ. 



MR. BLAIR'S LETTER, ETC. 



Consistently with the plan of this Publication ; 
which is, where practicable, to give some account, 
however brief, of the Authors of the several pieces 
introduced into it; the Compiler prefixes to the follow- 
ing production a very few particulars illustrative of the 
character and attainments of the writer. These may 
be pretty correctly appreciated by reference to a state- 
ment, made at a public meeting held at Bath on the 
1st of January 1836, for the election of a mayor under 
the (then) new Municipal Corporation Act, and at 
which William Thomas Blair, Esquire, was unani- 
mously elected to fill the ofiice. In support of the 
proposition, an individual present adverted to Mr. 
Blair's peculiar qualifications for the post. The 
speaker described him as "a gentleman, in every 
sense of the word — in talents, acquirements, and 
habits;" as "preeminently a Christian;" exemplary 
in " private life," and not less estimable in his '' pub - 
lie character." " He filled," continued the speaker, 
"an important ofiice in India — that of High Sherifif 
for the Presidency of Madras ; the duties of which he 
discharged with so much ability and zeal, and conse- 
quently with so much credit to himself and service to 
the Government, that he was, for the first time on 
record, nominated to the same situation a second year ; 
and in so high estimation were his services held by the 
Government of Madras, that the opinion of not only 
the usual legal advisers of the Government authorities, 

L 
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but also that of the Judges of the Presidency them- 
selves^ were taken as to the legality of his doing so ; 
and he was only prevented being High Sheriff a 
second year by the provisions of the statute taking the 
power of his appointment out of the hands of the 
authorities there, without the sanction of the Home 
Government.'* The honourable distinction thus shewn 
to Mr. Blair in India finds a remarkable coincidence 
at home in the fact of his having been chosen mayor 
of Bath in two consecutive years, and that by the 
concurrent voice of the whole elective Body. — It were 
easy to extend this notice, by expatiating on the 
generous and unremitting labours of Mr. Blair to 
procure the abolition of Slavery wherever it is found 
to exist; by recapitulating the countenance and aid 
which he uniformly gives to every institution, alike 
general and local, having for its object the glory of 
God and the good of man ; by dilating on his usefulness 
as a magistrate and a citizen ; and by tracing that pri- 
vate benevolence by which he is ever seeking to solace 
the wretched and to relieve the destitute. But, as the 
Compiler is not writing a biography, he forbears. 

The following Letter was published, as a tract, at 
the date which it bears. The motive of the writer 
needs no eulogy — it is sufficiently apparent. In com- 
pliance with the Compiler's request, the Author has 
kindly permitted his production to be included in the 
present volume — a permission of which the Compiler 
gladly avails himself, in the hope that the pious object 
of the writer may be subserved by the increased pub- 
licity which may thus be given to his valuable sum- 
mary of the Scripture doctrine of the Atonement. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



The substance of the following Letter was 
addressed a few months ago to a Lady profess- 
ing Unitarian sentiments. It has been since 
suggested to the writer, that it might be desira- 
ble to print it in the same form as a cheap tract, 
for the use of a class of readers who have no 
leisure for the perusal of a more extended 
treatise, and but little inclination for the serious 
and systematic study of the Bible. Though the 
writer is very doubtful whether it will be found 
deserving of the slightest regard, yet in the hope 
that it may, through the Divine blessing, prove 
a sort of index pointing the attention of some 
anxious inquirer to the sacred Scriptures, which 
testify as with a sunbeam to the expiatory nature 
of Chrisf s sufferings and death, he is induced 
to add it to the number of those ephemeral 
publications that float for an instant on the 
stream of time^ and are seen no more. The 
chief object was, by the collection of a number 
of suitable texts, to make the Scriptures speak 

L 2 
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for themselves. Any direct proofs of the Divinity 
of the Redeemer were purposely omitted, in the 
hope that a more ready access might be gained 
for the one great truth sought to be established, 
and because it was thought that if the doctrine 
of the Atonement was once admitted, the God- 
head of Him who made it would follow almost 
as a matter of course. This appears moreover 
to be the way in which the proper Deity of 
Jesus Christ is most frequently presented to our 
notice in the Sacred Volume. This great doe- 
trine is doubtless propounded formaUy and 
directly in many striking passages; but it is 
rather in the life and actions of the Redeemer, 
especially in the work of Atonement, that His 
preeminent glory and dignity appear. 



THE LETTER- 



Mt dear Madam, 

Though our personal acquaintance is 
slight and of recent date, your frankness and 
candour assure me that no apology is neces- 
sary for addressing you in this familiar and 
friendly way, respecting some of those Scriptural 
truths that are regarded by the great body of 
professing Christians as of fundamental import^ 
ance in the scheme of salvation, and on which I 
believe we differ widely. I allude particularly to 
the doctrine of the Atonement, and the vicarious 
nature of Christ's sacrifice. I make no doubt 
that your intelligent and inquiring mind has 
carefully weighed what human learning has ad- 
vanced on the subject, and also that you search 
the Scriptures prayerfully on these points; but 
it is just possible that you may not have so com- 
pared Scripture with Scripture, and arranged the 
different texts as to. bring their scattered rays to 
a focus, in order to contemplate their united and 
concentrated bearing on this great doctrine. I 
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purpose with this view to throw together as many 
passages as I can readily collect, and as they 
present themselves to the notice of every-day 
readers in our authorized version. My desire is 
to make the sacred volume as much as possible 
its own interpreter; to present it to your notice 
in its most obvious grammatical meaning, and in 
all its simple dignity and authority, divested of 
the adventitious aids of secular learning and 
eloquence. May this, and every other exercise 
of the kind in which we engage, be made instru- 
mental in guiding us not only into a knowledge 
of the truth, but into the love and the practice 

of itr 

Let me now invite your attention to the 
following authorities in proof of the doctrine 
of Atonement and the vicarious nature of 
Chrisf s sufferings, and to a brief remark or 
two that may flow naturally out of the con- 
sideration of them. 

Consider the sin-ofleriugs generally under 
the Mosaic economy, and the following texts 
especially : 

<^And thou shalt put in the breastplate of 
judgment the Urim and the Thummim; and 
they shall be upon Aaron's heart, when he goeth 
in before the Lord: and Aaron shall bear the 
judgment of the children of Israel upon his heart 
before the Ijord continually^* — Exod. xxviii. 30» 
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Speaking of the mitre, and the plate attached 
to it bearing the words, Holiness to the Lord, it 
is said: 

^ And it shall be upon Aaron's forehead, that 
Aaron may bear the iniquity of the holy things^ 
which the children of Israel shall hallow in ^11 
their holy gifts ; and it shall be always upon his 
forehead, thai they may be accepted before the 
LordT — ^Exod. xxviiL 38. 

^< And thou shalt cause a bullock to be brought 
before the tabernacle of the congregation: and 
Aaron and his, sons shall puJt their hands upon the 
head of the buHock.* And thou shalt kill the 
bullock before the Lord, by the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation. And thou shalt 
take of the blood of the bullock, and put it upon 
the horns of the altar with thy finger, and pour 
all the blood beside the bottom of the altar." — 
Exod. xxix. 10 — 12. ^< And thou shalt offer (for 
seven days) every day a bullock for a sin offering 
for atonement : and thou shalt cleanse the altar, 
when thou hast made an atonement for it, and 
thou shalt anoint it, to sanctify it" " Now this 
is that which thou shalt offer upon the altar; two 
lambs of the first year day by day continually. 
The one lamb thou shalt offer in the morning ; 



* "Put their hands upon the head of the bullock;" denoting th« 
traasfer t^callj of the fint of the priests to the sacrifice. 
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and the other lamb thou shalt offer at even.''* — 
Exod xxix. 36 ; 38, 39. 

^^ And Aaron shall make an atonement upon 
the horns of it [the altar] once in a year with 
the bhod of the sin offering of atonements : once 
in the year shall he make atonement upon it 
throughout your generations: it is most holy 
unto the Lord." — Exod. xxx. 10. 

** And he shall put his hand upon the head of 
the burnt offering; and it shall be accepted for 
him to make atonement for him." — Lev. i 4. 

^ And if the whole congregation of Israel sin 
through ignorance, and the thing be hid from the 
eyes of the assembly, and they have d(me some- 
what against any of the commandments of the 
Lord concerning things which should not be 
done, and are guilty ; when the sin, whidi they 
have sinned against it, is known, then the con- 
gregation shall offer a young bullock for the sin, 
and bring him before the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation. And the elders of the congregation 
shall lay their hands upon the head of the 
bullock before the Lord : and the bullock shall 
be killed before the Lord. And the priest that 
is anointed shall bring of the bullock's blood to 
the tabernacle of the congregation: and the 
priest shall dip his finger in some of the blood, 

* Typifying " the Lamb of God who taketh away the sin of the 
world ;" and our daily and hourly need of his atonement and mediation. 
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and sprinkle it seven times before the Lord, 
even before the vail. And he shall put some 
of the blood upon the horns of the altar which 
is before the Lord, that is in the tabernacle of 
the congregation, and shall pour out all the 
blood at the bottom of the altar of the burnt 
offering, which is at the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation. And he shall take all his 
fat from him and burn it upon the altar. And 
he shall do with the bullock as he did with the 
bullock for a sin offering, so shall he do with 
this : and the priest shall make an atonement for 
them, and it shall be forgiven them. And he shall 
carry forth the bullock without the camp, and 
bum him as he burned the first bullock : it is a 
sin offering for the congregation.** — Lev. iv. 13 — 21. 
" And if ye have erred, and not observed all 
these commandments, which the Lord hath 
spoken unto Moses, even all that the Lord 
hath commanded you by the hand of Moses, 
from the day that the Lord commanded Moses, 
and henceforward among your generations ; then 
it shall be, if aught be committed by ignorance 
without the knowledge of the congregation, that 
all the congregation shall offer one young bullock 
for a burnt offering, for a sweet savour unto the 
Lord, with his meat offering, and his drink offer- 
ing, and one kid of the goats for a sin offering. 
And the priest shall make an atonement for all 
the congregation of the children of Israel, and it 
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shall be forgiven them ; for it is ignorance : and 
they shall bring their offering, a sacrifice made 
by fire unto the Lord, and their sin offering 
before the Lord, for their ignorance : and it shall 
be forgiven all the congregation of the children 
of Israel, and the stranger that sojoumeth among 
them; seeing all the people were in ignorance."* 
— Num. XV. 22—26. 

'^ And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a censer, 
and put fire therein from off the altar, and put 
on incense, and go quickly unto the congrega- 
tion, and make an cUanemeni for tliem : for there 
is wrath gone out from the Lord; the plague is 
begun. And Aaron took as Moses commanded, 
and ran into the midst of the congregation; 
and, behold, the plague was begun among the 
people : and he put on incense, and made an 
atanemejttjbr the people. And he stood between 
the dead and the living; and the plague was 
8tayed."f — Num. xvL 46-— 48. 

^^ Therefore the people came to Moses, and 
said. We have sinned, for we have spoken 
against the Lord, and against thee ; pray unto 
the Lord, that he take away the serpents 
from us. And Moses prayed for the people. 



* Obsenre, that in all the passages referred to from Exod. xxix. to 
Num. XV. it is not said that the offenders shall be forgiven on repent- 
ance, bat on the presentation and sacrifice of a sin offering. 

f Aaron is here an eminent type of Christ, and the transaction 
teaches as forcibly the need of a Mediator between God and man. 
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And the Lord said unto Moses, Make thee a 
fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it 
shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, 
when he looketh upon it, shall live. And 
Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon 
a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent 
had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent 
of brass, he lived." * — Num. xxi. 7 — ^9. 

^^And Moses said unto Aaron, Go unto the 
altar, cand offer thy sin offering^ and thy burnt 
o£Fering, cmd make an aUmement for thyself, and 
for the people: and offer the offering of the 
people, and make an atonement for them ; as the 
Lord commanded. Aaron therefore went unto 
the altar, and slew the calf of the sin offering^ 
which was for himselL" " And he brought the 
people's offering, and took the goat, which was 
the sin offering for the people^ and slew it, and 
effaced it for sin, as the first." — Lev. ix. 7, 8; 15. 

^^ Thus shall Aaron come into the holy place : 
with a young bullock for a sin offering, and a 
ram for a burnt offering." ^^ And he shall take 
of the congregation of the children of Israel 
two kids of the goats ^r a sin offering, and one 
ram for a burnt offering. And Aaron shall offer 
his bullock of the sin offering, which is for him- 
self, and make an atonement for himself, and for 
his house" ^^ And Aaron shall cast lots upon 

* We have in the brazen serpent another remarkable ^pe of 
Christ, and of our salvation by him alone- 
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the two goats; one lot for the Lord, and the 
other lot for the scapegoat And Aaron shall 
bring the goat upon which the Lord's lot fell, 
caid offer him for a sin offering. But the goat, 
on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat, shall 
be presented aliye before the Lord, to make an 
atonement with him, and to let him go for a 
a scapegoat into the wilderness." ^'And he 
shall take of the blood of the bullock, and 
sprinkle it with his finger upon the mercy seat 
eastward; and before the mercy seat shall he 
sprinkle of the blood with his finger seven times. 
Then shall he kill the goat of the sin offering, 
that is for the people, and bring his blood within 
the vail, and do with that blood as he did with 
the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle it upon 
the mercy seat, and before the mercy seat* 
And he shall majte an atonement for the holy 
place, because of the uncleanness of the children 
of Israel^ and because of their transgressions in 
all their sins : and so shall he do for the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, that remaineth among 
them in the midst of their uncleanness.^' " And 
when he hath made an end of reconciling the 
holy place, and the tabernacle of the congre- 



* What means this sprinkling of blood upon the mercy seat, if it 
is not intended to teach as that '* without shedding of blood there is 
no remission " ? And as the blood of bulls and of goats could never 
take away sin, must it not denote the efficacy of the blood of the 
Lamb of God to take away the sins of the world ? 
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gation, and the altar, he shall bring the live goat 
And Aaron shall lay both his hands upon the 
head of the live goat, and confess over him all 
the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all 
their transgressions in all their sins, putting them 
upon the head of the goat^ and shall send him 
away by the hand of a fit man into the wilder- 
ness. And the goat shaU bear upon him all their 
iniquities unto a land not inhabited: and he shall 
let go the goat into the wilderness." * — Lev. xvi. 
3; 5,6; 8—10; 14—16; 20—22. 

" If there be a messenger with him, an inter- 
preter, one among a thousand, to shew unto 
man his uprightness: then he is gracious unto 
him, and saith. Deliver him from going down 
to the pit ; / have found a ransomJ^f — ^Job 
xxxiiL 23^ 24. 

" Surely he hath borne our griefs^ asnd carried 
our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, 
smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was 
wounded for our transgressions^ he was bruised for 
our iniquities : the chastisement of our peace was 
upon him ; and with his stripes ^we are healed. 
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned every one to his own way ; and the Lord 
hath laid on him the iniquity of us alV^ '* Yet it 



* Signifying that Christ bears the sins of his people into a land of 
forgetfulness, in consequence of which they are never more heard of 
nor remembered against them. 

-f Referring, doubtless, to the promised Redeemer. 
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pleased the Lord to bruise him : he hath put 
him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an 
offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall 
prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord 
shall prosper in his hand." << Therefore will I 
divide him a portion with the great, and he shall 
divide the spoil with the strong; because he 
hath poured out his soul unto death: and he 
was numbered with the transgressors; and Ite 
bare the sin of mmy, and made intercession for 
the transffvessorsj* * — Is. hiL 4—6; 10 ; 12. 

^'And after threescore and ten weeks shall 
Messiah be cut off, but not for himself^ — ^Dan. 
ix. 26. 

^* For this is my blood of the new testament, 
which is shed for many for the remission of sins^ 
— Matt xxvi. 28. 

" For unto you is bom this day in the city of 
David, a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord." — 
Luke ii. 11. 

^< Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, 
This cup is the new testament in my blood, 
which is shed for you" — Luke xxii. 20. 

^^ The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto 
him, and saith. Behold the .Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world" — John i. 29. 

<< I am tibe living bread which came down from 

* Is it not evident that the Prophet in these verses is referring to 
the Messiah, and that he declares most plainly the vicarious natarw 
of his sufferings? 
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heaven. If any man eat of this bread, he shall 
live for ever : and the bread that I will give is 
my flesh, which I will give for the life of the 
worW — ^John vi. 51. 

" As the Father knoweth me, even so know 1 
the Father : and I lay down my life for the 
sheep J' — John x. 15. 

<< And this spake he not of himself; but being 
high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus 
slundd die for that nation : and n/otfor that nation 
only, but that also he should gather together in 
one, the children of God that are scattered 
abroad.'' — John xi. 51, 52. 

<^ Be it known unto you, therefore, men and 
brethren, that through this man is preached unto 
you the forgiveness of sins" — Acts xiii. 38. 

^* Being justified freely by bis grace, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: whom 
God hath set forth to be a propitiation through 
faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness 
for the remission of sins that are past, through 
the forbearance of God." — Rom. iii. 24, 25. 

" And therefore it was imputed to him fir 
righteousness. Now it was not written for his 
sake alone that it was imputed to him ; but for 
us also, to whom it shall he imputed, if we believe 
on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the 
dead ; who was delivered for our offences, and 
was raised again for our justification." — Rom. iv. 
22—25. 
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" For when we were yet without strength, in 
due time Christ died for the ungodly ^ '* But 
God commendeth his love towards us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died far us/* 
" For i^ when we were enemies, we tcere recan- 
died to God by the death of his Son, much more, 
being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. 
And not only so, but we also joy in God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now 
received the atonement.** " For as by one man's 
disobedience many were made sinners, so by the 
obedience of one shall many be made righteous.** — 
Rom. V. 6; 8; 10, 11; 19. 

^^ For in that he died, he died unto sin once : 
but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God." — 
Rom. vi. 10. 

'^For Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that believeth." — 
Rom. X. 4. 

"Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for 
you f or were ye baptized in the name of Paul V* 
" For the preaching of the cross is to them that 
perish foolishness ; but unto us which are saved 
it is the power of God.** — 1 Cor. i. 13 ; 18. 

" For other foundation can no man lay than 
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ"* — 1 Cor. 
iii. 11. 

" Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye 

* This foundation is laid in the atonement and righteousnesa of 

Christ. 
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may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. IW 
even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us" — 1 
Cor. V. 7. 

"And such were some of you: but ye are 
washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit 
of our God." — 1 Cor. vi. 11. 

^^ And through thy knowledge shall the weak 
brother perish, for whom Christ died" — 1 Cor. 
viii. 11. 

" For I deUvered unto you first of all that 
which I also received, how that Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures." — 1 Cor. 
XV. 3. 

^^And that he died for all, that they which live 
should not henceforth Uve unto themselves, but 
unto him which died for them, and rose again." 
^^For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew 
no sin ; that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in him."*— 2 Cor. v. 16; 21. 

" Who gave himself for our sins, that he might 
deliver us from this present evil world, according 
to the will of God and our Father." — Gal. i. 4. 

" Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the 
law, being made a curse for tis ; for it is written. 
Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree." — 
GaL iii. 13. 

* "To be sin"— or, a sin ofiering. This verse teaclies us mo«t 
empliatically the doctrine of reciprocal imputaiimi : our »\nn iiT!j>ut<;«i 
to Christ ; his righteousness iraputed to us. 

M 
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^ But when the ftdness of the time was come, 
God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made 
under the law, to redeem them that were under 
the law, that we might receive the adoption of 
sons." — GaL iv. 4^ 5. 

^ But God forbid that I should glory, save m 
the cross of our Lard Jesus Christ, by whom the 
world is crucified unto me, and I unto die 
world*'*— GaL vL 14. 

^^ In whom we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the 
riches of his grace." — Eph. L 7. 

^^ But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes 
were far o£^ are made nigh by the blood of Christ^ 
—Eph. iL 13. 

*^And be ye kind one to another, tender- 
hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 
Chrisfs sake hath forgiven youJ^ — ^Eph. iv. 32. 

^^ And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved 
us, and hath given himself for us an offering and 
a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.*'t — 
Eph. V. 2. 

" And be found in him, not having mine own 
righteousness, which is of the law, but that which 
is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness 
which is of God by faith." — Phil. iii. 9. 

* " In the croM" — or, in the work accompliahed thereon. But, in 
the Unitarian scheme, it is difficult to conceive what there can be 
found to glory in, in the cross of Christ. 

+ Can langtiage convey a htrongrr proof of the vicarious sufferings 
-f Christ? 
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^* In whom we have redemption through his 
blood, even the forgiveness of sins^ ^^And, liaving 
made pecu:e through the bhod of his cross, by him 
to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, 
whether they be things in earth or things in 
heaven. And you, that were sometime alienated 
and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet 
now hath he reconciled in the body of his flesh 
tJirough death, to present you holy and unblame- 
able and unreprovable in his sight" — Col. L 14; 
20—22. 

" Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances 
that was against us, which was contrary to us« 
and took it out of the way, nailing it to his 
cross." — CoL iL 14. 

"For God hath not appointed us to wrath, 
but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, 
we should live together with him." — 1 Thess. v. 
9, 10. 

" This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners ; of whom I am chiet" — 1 Tim. 
i. 15. 

" For there is one God, and orie Mediator be- 
tween God and men, the man Christ Jesus ; who 
gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in 
due time." — 1 Tim. ii. 5, 6. 

" Who gave himself for us, that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 

M 2 
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himself a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works." — ^Tit ii. 14. 

*^ But we see Jesus, who was made a little 
lower than the angels /or the suffering of death, 
crowned with glory and honour ; that he by the 
grace of God should taste death for every man.** 
^ Forasmuch then as the children are partakers 
of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took 
part of the same; that through death he might 
destroy him that bad the power of death, that is, 
the devil''— Heb. iL 9 ; 14. 

^< Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, 
to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and 
then for the people's : for tliis he did once, when 
he offered up himself,'* — Heb. vii. 27. 

^^But into the second went the high priest 
alone once every year, tiot without bloody which 
he offered for himself, and for the errors of the 
people." <' Neither by the blood of goats and 
calves, hut by his own blood he entered in once 
into the holy place, having obtained eternal re^ 
demption for us. For if the blood of bulls and 
of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling 
the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the 
flesh : haw much more shall the blood of Christy 
who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 
without spot to God, purge your conscience from 
dead works to serve the- living God ? And for 
this cause he is the Mediator of the new testar 
meat, that by means of deatli, for the redemption 



ON THE ATONEMENT. 165 

of the transgressions that were under the first 
testament, they which are called might receive the 
promise of eternal inheritance" " And almost all 
things are by the law purged with blood; and 
without shedding of blood is no remission," " For 
then must he often have suffered since the foun- 
dation of the world : but now once in the end of 
the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the 
sacrifice of himself ^ " So Christ was once offered 
to bear the sinsofmxiny; and unto them that look 
for him shall he appear the second time without 
sin unto salvation." — Heb. ix. 7 ; 12 — 15 ; 22 ; 
26; 28. 

" By the which will we are sanctified through 
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
And every priest standeth daily ministering and 
offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can 
never take away sins : but this man, after he had 
offered one sacrifice for sins^ for ever sat down on 
the right hand of God." ^^For by one offering lie 
fiath perfected for ever them thai are sanctified" 
"Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter 
into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new arid 
living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through 
the veil, that is to say, his flesh" — Heb. x. 10 — 12 ; 
14; 19,20. 

" By fiaith Abel offered unto God a more ex- 
cellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained 
witness that he was righteous, God testifying of 
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his gifts : and by it he being dead yet speaketh."* 
— Heb. xi, 4. 

^^ Wherefore^ Jesus also^ that he might sanctify 
the people with his own blood, suffered without the 
gate." — Heb. xiii. 12. 

^^ IVho his own self bare our sins in his ovm body 
on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should 
live unto righteousness : by whose stripes ye were 
leakdJ'—l Pet ii. 24 

^^And ye know that he wcls manifested to take 
away our sins ; and in him is no sin." ^^ Hereby 
perceive we the love of God, because he laid dovm 
his life for us : and we ought to lay down our 
lives for the brethren." — 1 John iii. 5 ; 16. 

" In this was manifested the love of God 
toward us, because that God sent his only 
begotten Son into the world, that we might 
live through him. Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son 
to be the propitiation for our sinsJ' "And we 
have seen and do testify that the Father sent the 
Son to be the Saviour of the world." — 1 John iv. 
9, 10; 14. 

" And this is the record, that God hath given 
to us eternal life, and this life is in his So7u'' — 
1 John V. 11. 

* V^as not Abel's sacrifice more excellent than Cain's because it was 
bloody 8acr\fice, and had respect to the Atonement of Him who was 
to braise the serpent's head ? 
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^' And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful 
witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and 
the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him 
that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his 
oum blood." — Rev. i. 5. 

In corroboration of the doctrine taught in 
these passages, consider the early institution of 
sacrifices, and the practice now so prevalent 
amongst heathen nations, of offering blood as 
an expiation for sin. No natural, civil, or po- 
litical reason can be assigned for it In itself it 
is unnatural, and never could have entered the 
mind of man, and is altogether unaccountable, 
except on the Scriptural declaration, that " with- 
out shedding of blood there is no remission." 
Heb. ix. 22. 

Consider the institution of the Lord's Supper. 
It is designed to shew forth the Lord's death (or, 
the purpose of it) till he come again. But why 
this marked remembrance of his death, if he 
suffered merely as a witness or a martyr ? On 
the supposition of his being a mere teacher and 
an exemplar of morals, one would suppose that 
his life rather than his death would be princi- 
pally remembered and commemorated ; but the 
reverse is the fact. 

Again; on the mount of transfiguration, 
when Moses and Elias appeared and spake of 
his decease that he should accomplish at Jeru- 
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salem, a vast importance is evidently attached to 
the death of Christ. It is the sole theme of 
their discourse. It is the burthen, also, of the 
praises of heaven, — " Worthy is the Lamb that 
was slain." Could any thing but the " mystery 
of godliness," " God manifest in the flesh," and 
the vicarious nature of his sufferings, inspire the 
acclamations and hallelujahs of the blessed ? 

Last of all; contemplate the agony in the 
garden, and the bitter cry of desolation on the 
cross. What was it wrung from the spotless 
Lamb of God those drops of blood? and why 
the necessity of a ministering angel to strengthen 
Him? Was it the prospect of the crown of 
thorns, the nails, and the spear? Oh no. 
Many men, many women, and many youths, 
have gone to the stake rejoicing, and encoun- 
tered bodily tortures far more lingering and 
dreadful than their Lord and Master, without 
even shedding a tear, much less drops of blood. 
What means, then, this agony and sorrow of 
soul ? Can it be anything less than the wages 
of sin, — the weight of the Divine anger which 
he was about to sustain in the place of the 
guilty ? And when suspended on the tree, how 
comes it to pass that the Father hid himself 
from him in whom He had declared He was 
"well pleased"? Why was he, the "beloved 
Son," forsaken of his Father, and put to shame 
and grief by Him? Can any other answer be 
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given, than that Christ was, in that hour of 
darkness and desertion, drinking the very dregs 
of that cup of misery and death which was our 
portion — that he was then, in short, made an 
offering for sin ; suffering the just for the un- 
just, that we might be brought near to God 
through his blood? 

Oh! never, never canst Uiou know 

What then for thee the Saviour bore, — 
The pangs of that mysterioos woe 

That wrung his frame at every pore, — 
The weight that press'd upon his brow, — 
The fever of his bosom's core ! 
Yes ! man for man perchance may brave 
The horrors of the yawning grave ; 
And friend for friend, or child for sire, . 
Undaunted and unmov'd expire; 
From love— or piety— or pride — 
But who can die as Jesus died? 

Be not stumbled or offended because the doc- 
trine is mysterious. The Apostle expressly 
declares it to be a mystery : 1 Cor. ii. 7 ; 1 Tim. 
iii. 16. If there was nothing mysterious or 
above our comprehension in Christianity, it 
would bear no analogy to the other works of 
Him ^^ whose judgments are a great deep, and 
whose ways are past finding out" Can we 
conceive of a Being uncreated, ^^ without be- 
ginning of days or end of life"? Can we 
comprehend the union of soul and body, or 
how spirit acts on matter in the volitions of our 
own minds? And yet we receive these truths 
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without cavilling. I believe that most of our 
objections to this doctrine may be resolved into 
the pride of human reason : the finite presuming 
to measure and judge the Infinite; the clay 
reasoning with the potter; the axe rising up 
against him who wields it. But where is the 
wise ; where is the scribe ; where is the disputer 
of this world; hath not God made foolish the 
wisdom of this world? 1 Cor. i. 18; 31. The 
proper province of reason seems to be, to ex- 
amine the evidences on which the Gospel claim 
to credibility rests, and when once it is admitted 
to be a revelation from Heaven, then every 
doctrine and every precept it contains, however 
difficult to be understood or obeyed, is to be 
unhesitatingly received. 

Do you say, that this doctrine (with reverence 
be it spoken) makes God less just and merciful 
than man ? that an earthly parent forgives and 
receives his rebellious child simply on repent- 
ance, without requiring the infliction of punish- 
ment on an innocent substitute ? It is recorded 
of a celebrated Roman that his son was brought 
before him in his judicial capacity for the 
infraction of a law which decreed that both the 
eyes of the offender should be put out There 
was a conflict between love and duty in the 
breast of the father and the judge. How shall 
the majesty of the law be vindicated, and the 
criminal at the same time be spared ? That the 
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law should not be broken, he determines to 
submit to the loss of one eye himself, in order 
to save one of bis son's. Here is a feeble illus- 
tration and vindication of the doctrine of Atone^ 
ment, or the substitution of the innocent for the 
guilty, before a human tribunal. And shall the 
Holy One be less just than man ? He has said, 
'^ Cursed is every one that continueth not in all 
things that are written in the book of the law 
to do them." To offend in one point is to be 
guilty of all. Even in earthly judicatures, no 
contrition for the past is suffered to arrest the 
course of justice: how much less before Him 
who is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity! 
Besides, who shall know what degree or depth 
of repentance is sufficient, and whether our very 
repentance does not need to be repented of? 
It is recorded of another individual, when on 
his death-bed, that his sorrowing friends en- 
deavoured to calm and assure his troubled spirit 
by reminding him of a well-spent life — of all 
the good deeds that he had done. His anxious 
reply was, "JBirf have I dmie enough?" And 
this will be the hinge or turning point on which 
the mind of every dying man must vibrate with 
intense anxiety and doubt who believes not that 
^^a man is justified without the deeds of the 
law," even through faith in the great Atonement 
To compare the Creator with the creature, — to 
determine how a man shall be just with God, 
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by the imperfect notions of justice and love that 
regulate the conduct of a sinful man towards his 
offending offspring, — is doing nothing less than 
sitting in judgment on the King of kings. If 
God had not spoken, then we might speculate 
and reason ; but having revealed His will to us, 
surely it becomes us reverently to bow in silence, 
assured that ^^ what we know not now, we shall 
know hereafter/' and that ^^the Judge of all the 
earth must do right'^ 

"Without shedding of blood there is no re- 
mission." " The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth 
from all sin." lliis is the voice that the Bible 
sends forth from Genesis to Revelations. It 
speaks in all the ancient types and sacrifices. 
The Prophets were rapt into holy ecstasy and 
wrote with a pen of fire, when they spoke of 
the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that 
should follow. Apostles determined to know 
nothing but Jesus Christ, and him cmcified. 
Angels desire to look into the mystery; whUe 
the redeemed in heaven and earth offer ceaseless 
ascriptions of honour and glory unto Him that 
loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own 
blood. Take away this truth from the self- 
condemned sinner, and there is no resting-place 
for the sole of his foot The world would not 
be more cold and cheerless if the sun was 
darkened in the firmament, than the condition of 
man would be if you blot the doctrine of the 
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Atonement out of the Scriptures. May it not 
only shine there, as I believe it does most re- 
splendently, but shine into our hearts, giving us 
the light of the knowledge of God in the person 
and work of Jesus Christ ! 

The acknowledged importance of the subject 
must be my apology for a few words out of 
season, if words ever can be out of season which 
remind us of the Gospel 

I am, 

Dear Madam, 
With every kind and Christian wish. 
Yours, very respectfully, 

W. T. BLAIR. 

Bathwxck Hill ; January, 1637. 
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" Leaves haye their time to fall, 
And flowers to wither at the North wind's breath, 

And stars to set — but all, 
Thou hast all seasons for thine own, O Death!" 

Who, that knows anything of the literature of 
the present century, is not familiar with the 
beautiful stanzas of which this is one? Who 
remembers not that the heart from which they 
emanated was ever welling forth the poetry of 
intense feeling and virtuous sentiment? What 
cultivated EngUsh mind has not felt that Felicia 
Hemans was an honour to our common Country ? 
Yet, in the estimation of the Christian^ even the 
productions of this gifted woman may have been 
thought to need one ingredient — to have wanted 
that which has caused Cowper and Montgomery 
to be justly designated ^^ Christian poets." Of 
Mrs. Hemans it has been truly affirmed, " she 
was the poetess of nature ; and what is religious 
often appears rather as unfolded in the pages of 
creation than in those of inspiration. Still to 
the devout mind her strains suggest devotional 

N 



178 MRS. HEMANSS DYING TESTIMONY. 

feelings; and they are calculated to soften the 
heart to serious emotions." But whatever judg- 
ment may be formed of her poetry in this parti- 
cular respect, it is deeply interesting to ascertain 
that towards the close of life Mrs. Hemans's 
views and feelings were decidedly Scriptural. A 
long illness which preceded her dissolution was 
cheered with the faith of the Gospel; and 
Christian hope irradiated her descent to the 
tomb. This is evident from the entirely new 
Memoir of her Life, by her Sister, which is 
prefixed to her recently published "Works." 
In reviewing the seven volumes to which the 
Publication extends, the Editor of the Christian 
Observer for June in the present year remarks : 
"During her residence in Ireland [where Mrs. 
Hemans died] we mark a decided growth in 
spiritual knowledge and the religious life. Hi- 
therto, her affections had been devotionally 
inclined, and there was a general recognition 
of Christian doctrine, and a reliance upon the 
merits of her Saviour; but there was not that 
distinctive, discriminating knowledge of the doc- 
trines of the Gospel, and of the peculiar cha- 
racter of the economy of grace, which, we doubt 
not, she attained in her latter days." During 
Mrs. Hemans's final and fatal illness, and when 
confined to her couch, her biographer says, that, 
"at times, her spirit would appear to be half 
etherealized — her mind would seem to be 
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fraught with deep» and holy, and incommu- 
nicable thoughts ; and she would entreat to be 
left perfectly alone, in stillness and darkness, to 
* commune with her own heart,' and reflect on 
the mercies of her Saviour. She continually 
spoke of the unutterable comfort she derived 
from dwelling on the contemplation of the Atone- 
ment To one friend, from whom she dreaded 
the influence of adverse opinions, she sent a 
solemn exhortation, earnestly declaring that this 
alone was her ^ rod and staff,' when all earthly 
supports were failing." Emphatic testimony I 
May it be treasured in the memory, and lodged 
in the heart, of every one who either mistakes 
natural feeling for Christian love, or depends for 
salvation upon anything but the atoning sacriflce 
of the ^ Lamb slain" I 
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EXTRACTS PROM A LETTER ADDRESSED BY THE 
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[Thb writer of the Letter from which extracts are about to be made 
was the well-known Author of "A Short and Easy Method with 
the Deists :" a defence of the Christian Religion of which, we 
believe, no refutation has ever been even attempted. In truth, it is 
unanswerable. The " Letter to a Deist" is equally powerful and 
convincing. Both productions attest the justness of Dr. Johnson's 
remark, — '* Leslie is a reasoner, and a reasoner who is not to be 
reasoned against" This eminent divine wrote towards the dose of 
the 17th century.] 



REV. C. LESLIE'S LETTER, ETC. 



OBJECTION AS TO THE HOLY TRINITY. 

Prejudices are raised up against what is re- 
yealed, as being of things that are above our 
reason, and out of its reach; as, chiefly, the 
doctrine of the blessed Trinity. 

In answer to which, we may consider, that 
if such things were not above our reason, there 
needed no revelation of them, but only a bare 
proposal of them to our reason, made by any 
body without any authority, and their own evi- 
dence would carry them through. 

In the next place, we must acknowledge that 
there are many things in the Divine Nature far 
out of the reach of our reason. It must be so ; 
for how can finite comprehend infinite? Who 
can think what eternity is ? a duration without 
beginning, or succession of parts, or time ! Who 
can so much as imagine or frame any idea of a 
Being, neither made itself nor by any other ? Of 
omnipresence, of a boundless immensity ? &c. 
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Yet all this reason obliges us to allow, as the 
necessary consequences of a First Cause. And 
where any thing is established upon the full proof 
of reason, there ten thousand objections or diffi* 
culties, though we cannot answer them, are of no 
force at all to overthrow it Nothing can do that, 
but to refute those reasons upon which it is esta- 
blished ; till when the truth and certainty of the 
thing remains unshaken, though we cannot ex- 
plain it, nor solve the difficulties that arise from it. 

And if it is so, upon the point of reason, 
much more upon that of revelation, where the 
subject matter is above our reason, and could 
never have been found out by it. 

All to be done in that case is, to satisfy our- 
selves of the truth of the fact, that such things 
were revealed of God, and are no imposture. 

And as to the contradiction alleged in three 
being one, it is no contradiction, unless it be said 
that three are one in the self-same respect : for 
in divers respects there is no sort of difficulty, 
that one may be three, or three thousand; as 
one army may consist of many thousands, and 
yet it is but one army : there is but one human 
nature, and yet there are multitudes of persons 
who partake of that nature. 

Now, it is not said that the three persons in 
the divine nature are one person — that would be 
a contradiction: but it is said that the three 
persons are one nature. They are not three 
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and one in the same respect ; they are three as 
to persons, and one as to nature. Here is no 
contradiction. 

Again; that may be a contradiction in one 
nature, which is not so in another. For example ; 
it is a contradiction that a man can go two yards 
or miles as soon as one, because two is but one 
and another one : yet this is no contradiction to 
sight, which can reach a star as soon as the top 
of a chimney ; and the sun darts his rays in one 
instant from heaven to earth. But more than all 
these is the motion of thought, to which no dis- 
tance of place is any interruption, which can 
arrive at Japan as soon as at a yard's distance, 
and can run into the immensity of possibilites. 

Now, there are no words possible whereby to 
give any notion or idea of sight or light to a man 
bom blind, and consequently to reconcile the 
progress of sight or light to him from being an 
absolute contradiction ; because he can measure 
it no otherwise than according to the motion of 
legs or arms, for he knows none other: therefore, 
we cannot charge that as a contradiction in one 
nature which is so in another, unless we under- 
stand both natures perfectly well ; and therefore 
we cannot charge that as contradiction in the 
incomprehensible nature of being three in one, 
though we found it to be so in our nature ; which 
we do not, because, as before said, they are not 
three and one in the same respect 
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Now, let us farther consider, that thou^ 
there is no comparison between finite and in- 
finite, yet we have nearer resemblances of the 
three and one in God, than there is of si^t to a 
man bom blind. For there is nothing in any of 
the other four senses that has any resemblance 
at all to that of seeing, or that can give such a 
man any notion whatever of it 

But we find in our own nature, which is said 
to be made after the image of God, a very near 
resemblance of his Holy Trinity, and of the dif- 
ferent operations of each of the Divine Persons. 

For example : to know a thing present, and 
to remember what is past, and to love or hate, 
are different operations of our mind, and per- 
formed by different faculties of it Of these^ 
the understanding is the father faculty, and 
gives being to things, as to us; for what we 
know not, is to us as if it were not This 
answers to creation. From this faculty proceeds 
the second, that of memory, which is a preserv- 
ing of what the understanding has created to 
us. Then the third faculty, that of the will, 
which loves or hates, proceeds from both the 
other ; for we cannot love or hate what is not 
first created by the understanding, and preserved 
to us by the memory. 

And though these are different faculties, and 
their operations different, — the second proceeds 
from the first, or is begotten by it ; and the third 
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proceeds from the first and second in conjunc- 
tion, so that one is before the other in order of 
nature, yet not in time; for they are all con- 
genial, and one is as soon in the soul as the 
other; and yet they make not three souls, but 
one soul. And though their operations are 
different^ and the one proceeds from- the other, 
yet no one can act without the other, and they 
all concur to every act of each ; for, in under- 
standing and remembering, there is a concurrent 
act of the will to consent to such understanding 
or remembering, so that no one can act without 
die other ; in which sense none is before or after 
the o&er, nor can any of them be or exist with- 
out the other. 

But what we call faculties in the soul, we 
call persons in the Godhead ; because there are 
personal actions attributed to each of them : as, 
that of sending, and being sent; to take flesh, 
and be bom; &c. 

And we have no other word whereby to 
express it; we speak it after the manner of 
men ; nor could we understand, if we heard any 
of those unspeakable words which express the 
Divine Nature in its proper essence : therefore 
we must make allowances, and great ones, when 
we apply words of our nature to the infinite and 
eternal Being. We must not argue strictly and phi- 
losophically from them, any more than from God's 
being said to repent, to be angry, &c. They are 
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words ad cqptum^ in condescension to our weak 
capacities, and without which we could not 
understand. 

But this I say, that there are nearer resem- 
blances afforded to us of this ineffable mystery 
of the Holy Trinity, than there is betwixt one 
of our outward senses and another, than there is 
to a blind man of colours, or of the motion of 
light or sight; and a contradiction in tiie one 
will not infer a contradiction in tiie otiier; 
though it is impossible to be solved, as in the 
instance before given, of a man bom blind, till 
we come to know both natures distinctly. 

And if we had not the experience of the 
different faculties of our mind, the contradiction 
would appear irreconcilable to all our philoso- 
phy, how three could be one, each distinct from 
the other, yet but one soul : one proceeding from, 
or being begot by the other; and yet all coeval, 
and none before or after the otiier: and as to 
the difference betwixt faculties and persons, 
substance and subsistence, it is a puzzling piece 
of philosophy. And though we give not a dis- 
tinct subsistence to a faculty, it has an existence, 
and one faculty can no more be another, tiian 
one person can be another: so that the case 
seems to be alike in both, as to what concerns 
our present difficulty of three and one ; besides 
what before is said, that by tiie word person, 
when applied to God (for want of a proper 
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word whereby to express it), we must mean 
something infinitely different from personality 
among men ; and therefore, from a contradiction 
in the one (suppose it granted) we cannot charge 
a contradiction in the other, unless we under-* 
stand it as well as the other : for how else can 
we draw the parallel? 

What a vain thing is our philosophy when 
we would measure the Incomprehensible Nature 
by it ! when we find it nonplused in our own 
nature, and that in many instances. If I am all 
in one room, is it not a contradiction that any 
part of me should be in another room ? Yet it 
was a common saying among philosophers, that 
the soul is all in all, and all in every part of the 
body : how is the same individual soul present, 
at one and the same time^ to actuate the distant 
members of the body, without either multiplica- 
tion or division of the soul? Is there any thing 
in the body can bear any resemblance to this, 
without a manifest contradiction ? Nay, even as 
to bodies, is any thing more a self-evident prin- 
ciple, than that the cause must be before the 
effect ? Yet the light and heat of the sun are 
as old as the sun ; and, supposing the sun to be 
eternal, they would be as etemaL 

And as light and heat are of the nature of 
the sun, and as the three &culties before men- 
tioned are of the nature of the soul, so that the 
soul could not be a soul if it wanted any of 
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them; so may we, from small things to great, 
apprehend, without any contradiction, that the 
Three persons are of die very nature and 
essence of the Deity ; and so of the same sub- 
stance with it; and though one proceeding from 
the other (as the faculties of the soul do), yet 
that all Three are con-substantial, co^temal, 
and of necessary existence, as God is; for that 
these Three are God, and God is these Three : 
As understanding, memory, and will, are a soul ; 
and a soul is understanding, memory, and wilL 

Thus much, to dear the way from that objec- 
tion of rejecting revelation (though we are infal- 
libly sure of the fact), because of the supposed 
contradiction to our reason, in comparing it with 
our earthly things. 

THE DOCTRINE OF SATISFACnON. 

Here is the foundation of the Christian 
religion, — that token man had sinned, and was 
utterly unable to make any satisfaction for kis sin, 
God sent kis own Son to take upon kim our flesh, 
and, in the same nature tkat offended, to maJteJvU 
scUis/actionfor tke sins of ike whole world, by his 
perfect obedience, and the sacrifice of kimself upon 
the cross. 

Some say. What need of any satisfaction? 
Might not God forgive without it? It would 
shew greater mercy. But these men consider 
not that God is not only just, but he is justice 
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itself; justice in the abstract; he is essentia] 
justice. And justice, by its nature, must exact 
to the utmost farthing, else it were not justice : 
to remit, is mercy, it is not justice; and the 
attributes of God must not fight and oppose 
each other : they must all stand infinite and 
complete. You may say then, How can God 
forgive at all? How can infinite mercy and 
justice stand together? 

This question could never have been an- 
swered, if God himself had not shewed it to us 
in the wonderful economy of our redemption: 
for here is his justice satisfied to the least iota, 
by the perfect obedience and passion of Christ 
(who is God), in the same human nature that 
offended. Here is infinite wisdom expressed in 
this means found out for our salvation; and 
infinite mercy in affording it to us. Thus all 
his attributes are satisfied, and filled up to the 
brim : they contradict not, but exalt each other. 
His mercy exalts and magnifies his justice ; his 
justice exalts his mercy; and both, his infinite 
wisdom. 

Here is a view of God, beyond what all the 
oracles of reason could ever haye found out from 
his works of creation or common providence ! 
These shew his works ; but this his nature, it is 
himself — the very face of God — before which the 
angels veil their faces, and desire to look into 
this abyss of goodness, and power, and wisdom, 
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which they will never be able to fstthom, but 
still feed upon, and search farther and farther 
into it, with adoration, to eternity ! And they 
worship our manhood thus taken into God ; and 
rejoice to be ministering spirits unto us, while 
upon earth. 

This is the sum and substance, the Alpha 
and Omega, of the Christian religion — the surest 
criterion to guide a man in the voice of a 
church, in the midst of all that variety there is 
among Christians. Whoever hold not this doc- 
trine, join not with them, nor bid them God 
speed. 

THE SOCINIANS. 

This will save you from the Socinians, or 
the Unitarians, as they now call themselves in 
England, who expressly deny this doctrine ; for 
they deny the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, 
and the Divinity of Christ, upon which it is 
founded. They consider Christ no otherwise 
than a mere man, and propose him only as a 
teacher and good example to us. But then 
they are confounded, with all their pretence to 
wit and reason, to give any account for his 
death, which was not necessary to teaching or 
being an example — that, an angel or a prophet 
might have been. Then they say that he died 
to confirm the truth of his doctrine. But set 
this doctrine of Satisfaction aside, and he taught 
nothing new, except the improvement of some 
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morals; besides, dying does not confirm the 
truth of any doctrine; it only shews that he 
who dies for it does himself believe it. Some 
have died for errors ; and the Socinian doctrine 
affords no comfort, no assurance to us. For if 
we consider Christ only as a teacher or example, 
we have not followed his precepts nor example: 
here is nothing but matter of condemnation to 
us. But if we look upon him as our surety, 
who has paid our debt, as our sacrifice, atone- 
ment, and propitiation for our sins, and that we 
sie saved by his blood (which is the language of 
the Holy Scriptures, of which the Socinians 
know no meaning), this is a rock and in&llible 
assurance. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OP THE AUTHOR. 



Henrt Francis D'Aguesseau, Chancellor of France, 
was bom at Limoges on the 27th of November, 1 668. 
He was chosen king's counsellor, at the Chatelet, at 
the age of 21 years; and, three months afterwards, 
counsellor-general to the Parliament. He continued 
in office for ten years; and in that period delivered 
those fine pleadings which have acquired for him so 
much glory, and which are even now admired as 
monuments of wisdom and eloquence. Nominated 
attorney-general in 1700, he was threatened with total 
ruin on account of his opposition to the registering 
of the Bull Unigenitus, which Louis XIV. pressed 
the Parliament to receive : but the firmness of this 
great magistrate saved him, and reserved to him the 
employments he filled with so much eclat. At the 
death of the Chancellor Voisin, his charge and the 
seals of the kingdom were confided to D'Aguesseau, 
in the reign of Louis XV. He lost them in 1718, 
being opposed to the system of Larr ; and retired to 
Tresnis, where he lived in solitude until the Court, 
undeceived by a catastrophe but too celebrated, re- 
called him, and restored him to office ; when D'Agues- 
seau was reinstated in his former employments: he 
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exercised them till he arrived at the age of 82 years ; 
and died on the 9th of Fehruary, 1751. He was 
interred at Auteuil. — It is said of D'Agiiesseau, that 
he thought as a philosopher, and spoke as an orator : 
it might he added, that he lived as a sage in the 
positions of society he was successively called on to 
fill. — [Translated from the French.] 



To the oboTe particolan reelecting this great man it may be 
added, for the information of those who may not be aware 
of the estimation in whidi he is held in France, that his 
eharacter is there regarded with a reverence and respect 
commensurate with that which attaches to the memory of 
Lord Bacon in England. — ^Ed. 



LETTER BY THE CHANCELLOR D'AGUESSEAU 
TO A FRIEND, ON THE SUBJECT OF THE 
CHRISTIAN MYSTERIES. 

[Tbamslated by James Glassfo&d, Esq.] 



It farms no part of my present object to inquire 
whether it is possible to reconcile the two con- 
trary, and seemingly incompatible truths, which 
by their opposition form what we call a mystery. 
The most zealous defenders of our religion con- 
cede without difficulty to its greatest enemies, 
that the agreement of reason with faith would 
in this life be impossible, if man could arrive at 
it by no other way. 

The whole difficulty, then, is reduced to an 
inquiry, not whether we are able to comprehend 
that which is incomprehensible, but whether, 
incomprehensible as it really is, the human mind 
ought not to receive it for a truth, without com- 
prehending it ; and whether reason itself, consi- 
dered in its highest point of perfection, does not 
clearly perceive that such belief is indispensable. 

Evidence alone, it must be confessed, has the 
right of demanding, and, so to speak, of com- 
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pelling our assent But you will not fail to 
remark, that there are two kinds of evidence: 
one, the evidence of lights which arises out of 
the thing itself, and results from the clearness, 
the relation, and the chain of our ideas; the 
other, what may be called an evidence of autho- 
rityy which is founded on the absolute certainty 
of the testimony by which we are assured of a 
truth not otherwise within our reach to discover. 
By the first is produced what we call know- 
ledge ; by the second, what we call belief; when 
these two terms are taken in their strictest 
signification. But the latter has no less do- 
minion over the human mind than the former. 
For example: there is no one who does not 
recognize within himself the same degree of 
conviction concerning the fact, that Caesar 
existed, which he does concerning the equality 
of the three angles of every triangle to two 
right angles. You will not, perhaps, even be 
afraid to allow that the evidence of authority 
afiects the generality of minds still more than 
the evidence of reasoning ; and it was, in truth, 
from this consideration, that M. Pascal wished 
to reduce the whole certainty of the Christian 
revelation to a proof and inquiry of fact 

At all events, this is the only proof applicable 
to the MYSTERIES which it proposes for our 
belief. In vain should we there seek for the 
evidence of light, which God has reserved to 
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himself alone. But, if the subject is not sus- 
ceptible of this proof, happily the second species 
of evidence comes to our aid ; and it is here 
carried to its greatest height, since our faith is 
founded on the most infallible testimony which 
reason can desire ; that is to say, upon the word 
of Him who is Truth itself. 

The objection which has been drawn from the 
incomprehensibility of the Christian Mysteries 
is necessarily reduced then to a mere question 
of fact, consisting in the discovery whether it be 
true that God has revealed them to us. For if 
this question, which we do not here treat o^ is 
once resolved in fiavour of the Christian religion, 
I can then justly reason as follows : 

It is impossible that God should deceive me.^ 
This is a truth which reason itself clearly points 
out to me in the notion which I have of the 
Deity ; and by consequence teaches me, in like 
manner, that I ought to believe everything 
which he has said to me, even if I should not 
comprehend it; since it is further evident that 
the weakness or the imperfection of my under- 
standing cannot in any way lessen the weight of 
a testimony which is beyond all question infallible. 

But to make use of the example which you 
suggest : God has revealed to me that He is one 
in three persons. It follows, that, although I 
find myself utterly unable to reconcile the two 
truths contained in this proposition, my reason 
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itself, I repeat, compels me to believe it, and to 
wait till God shall give me grace to comprehend 
it, and to perceive clearly that it implies no 
contradiction. 

So far then from becoming at all unreasonable 
by believing, I should be unreasonable if I be- 
lieved not And it is still more important here 
to remark, that religion exacts nothing from me 
on this score, which the pretended advocates of 
reason — ^who would believe nothing but what 
they understand, and who reduce all religions to 
beUeving and reverencing a Grod, the Creator 
and Governor of the universe — are not them- 
selves obliged to do, in respect to certain truths 
naturally made known to the human mind with- 
out the assistance of Revelation. On one hand, 
they cannot help believing the prescience of 
God; it is manifestly included in the notion 
which they have of his infinite perfection; and 
there is not a heathen philosopher, nay, there is 
not even any people,. by whom it has not been 
regarded as an essential attribute of the Divinity. 
On the other hand, still less do they doubt their 
own liberty, of which an iuward feeling con- 
vinces them as much as of their existence. Yet 
in what manner can they reconcile these two 
truths? Do they comprehend distinctly the 
whole relation or agreement ? Can they explain 
it in a manner which truly satisfies the reason ? 
If they deal honestly, they confess that it is a 
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sort of mystery in the religion of natural reve- 
lation, as those others are in that of the super- 
natural. But do they on that account reject 
either of the above truths? or do they betake 
themselves to a denial of both ? Does not this 
reason, which is their only guide, shew them 
that they ought not to fly to either of these 
extremities ; that it would be a contradiction of 
good sense and sound judgment to abandon 
what we do know, through despair of finding out 
what we know not; and that the only part 
which befits reasonable creatures is, to acknow- 
ledge equally the two truths which are thus 
certain, and to wait till God is pleased to teach 
us the method of reconciling them ? 

Nor is it only in what regards the foreknow- 
ledge of God, and human liberty, that reason 
has its mysteries equally with religion. We find 
examples of the same thing in matters which 
appear most of all to admit the evidence of 
light, and which are, as it were, the very seat of 
its empire. How many mysteries are there in 
the doctrine of proportions and other truths of 
pure mathematics, which exhibit to us this com- 
bat of two contradictory proofs, both evident 
and demonstrated when we look upon them 
separately, and yet irreconcilable when we 
attempt to make them agree ! Farther : all 
the notions which we have in regard to infinity 
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possess this character of mystery. If matter is 
divisible into an infinite number of parts, as 
every part is not any other, we seem to be sup- 
ported by evidence when we say that it is not 
only infinitely divisible, but infinitely divided. 
On the other hand, how indefinitely small soever 
we suppose the particles to be, there can be 
none which is not extended, and consequently 
susceptible of a new train of divisions, in like 
manner carried on to infinity. It is impossible, 
therefore, to support the system of an actual 
infinite division of all the parts of extension. 
Shall it be. said, then, that God himself knows 
not their number, however infinite? This is 
repugnant to the notions which we have of his 
knowledge and his perfection. But how does 
God know a number which, by the nature of 
the thing numbered, can have no bounds, and 
may increase eternally, if it is impossible to fix 
any limit to the division? God undoubtedly 
knows the expUcation of this apparent contra- 
diction ; but man is ignorant of it : and, unhap- 
pily for his boasted reason, he can push this 
argument still further. Has the world had a 
beginning, or is it produced eternally by its 
author ? Is it finite or infinite ? Is a vacuum 
possible or impossible? We find nothing but 
clouds and darkness, and an endless contest in 
our thoughts, when we would attempt to resolve 
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these questions by the mere ideas which our 
reason presents to us ; and yet these questions 
bear on the first principles of reason. 

The human mind encounters mysteries, there- 
fore, on every side, when it would consult 
nothing but reason ; because it everywhere 
finds limits beyond which its weakness does 
not allow it to pass. What course, then, shall 
a reasonable man take on the whole of this 
matter ? Between two contrary truths shall he 
give a preference to one of the two ? But in so 
doing he would ofiend against his reason itself, 
since his mind perceives them both with equal 
certainty. Or shall he determine to deny them 
both, because the method of reconciling them is 
unknown to him ? This would be to abandon the 
certain for the uncertain ; and such a resolution, 
still more extreme and more absurd than the 
former, is not even in his power, since evidence 
has the entire authority over his consent. Must 
he not then, as I have already said, of necessity 
be contented to enjoy his present possessions, 
and hope to acquire hereafter those of which he 
is in want? The more reasonable he is, the 
more readily will he take that course; and, 
without becoming incredulous as to those things 
which are within the jurisdiction of his reason, 
will pronounce only on what he knows, and sus- 
pend his judgment regarding what he knows not 

Why, then, should he not observe the same 
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rule in respect to the mysteries of religion, for 
which it appears the will of Providence to pre- 
pare him by means of those which arrest him 
even in matters that are the objects of his 
reason ? The contest, accordingly, which arises, 
not between our mind and our mind, but be- 
tween human reason and Divine authority, is 
still less diflficult to terminate. The reason 
which troubles and perplexes him is the reason 
of a man ; and the authority which he resists is 
the authority of God, who is the fountain of all 
reason, of all light, and of all truth, and who 
consequently never can deceive him. Is it not 
sufficient for us to know in general, that nothing 
of all which He announces to us can be really 
contrary to reason; I mean, to that supreme 
reason which God possesses in all its pleni- 
tude ? I am ignorant, indeed, how that which 
he reveals to me accords perfectly with this 
reason ; but I know, at least, and cannot doubt, 
that this agreement is not only possible, but real 
and unquestionable, since it is impossible that 
Grod should be contradictory to himself. Is it 
requisite for me to know more, in order to sur- 
render myself to his authority, by a submission 
not only necessary but reasonable, and even 
glorious for the human mind, which never duly 
exercises its faculties except when it prefers the 
knowledge of God to that of man ? 

You will bring back your opponents, then, to 
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the simplest and the most evident of all princi- 
ples; namely, to this truth, that God knows 
what man cannot comprehend, and that he has 
an idea of himself infinitely more perfect than 
that which he gives to our minds in the course 
of our present life. It is a thought familiar to 
all men from their birth, and of which they do 
not require to be told, that the being of God is 
above their understanding. This is one of the 
truths which you will find established among all 
nations. It makes a figure even in fable; and 
there is not a religion, however absurd it may 
be in other points, which has not acknowledged 
that the nature and the operations of God are 
beyond the grasp of the human mind. We do 
not meet with one which does not take for 
granted things incredible, or, at least, incom- 
prehensible to our reason with regard to the 
Divinity. It would seem as if all nations were 
agreed in considering this as an essential cha- 
racter of every religion; and they have all, in 
like manner, believed it to be a present from 
Heaven, and that it was necessary for God 
himself to teach men what he is, and how he 
will be honoured. Those prodigies, or miracles, 
which they have ascribed to Divinity, prove their 
universal admission of this principle, that God 
can do more than men can understand. Now, if 
his power surpass the measure of our faculties, 
why may not his being, from which his power 
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itself is derived, likewise be above our concep- 
tion? But it is not necessary to prove this 
consequence by argument, since it will be easy 
to shew that all religions have equally assumed 
the one truth and the other. 

Perhaps it will be still further insisted upon 
and argued, that if the mysteries of our faith 
were only obscure and covered with clouds, the 
homage which they exact from our feeble reason 
would be less difficult to pay; but that several 
of them contain, not an obscurity impenetrable 
to our minds, but a clear and manifest contradic- 
tion ; and, therefore, we ought not to presume 
that it is God himself who has revealed, as the 
author of this religion, what is thus directly 
contrary to the ideas which he gives us, as the 
author of reason. 

But this objection has been anticipated by 
shewing how, according to the same form of 
argument, we might prove also that God is not 
even the author of human reason, since he does 
not inform it how to resolve those inexplicable 
difficulties, and to solve those insoluble contra- 
dictions, which it finds in the matters most fully 
within its reach ; and as it affords a soUd answer 
to this argument to prove that God has the 
absolute power of bestowing more or less ca- 
pacity of intellect, and of Umiting it as he 
pleases, so that no conclusion can be drawn 
from the defects of a finite understanding 
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against the perfection of infinite reason which 
dwells in the Deity alone; so the reasonings, 
which we sometimes hear, on the pretended 
contradictions said to be discovered in our 
mysteries, are open exactly to the same answer ; 
and the weakness or imperfection of our know- 
ledge resolves the second difficulty not less than 
the first 

In truth, this reasoning is always faulty; be- 
cause it takes for a principle the point which is 
in question. They who adopt it assume for cer- 
tain, evident, and incontestable, that there is an 
absolute contradiction, and, as it were, an irre- 
concilable war between the two truths which are 
brought together in these our mysteries. But in 
order to judge whether this contradiction, which 
they bring forward with so much care, be real, 
or whether it be only apparent, we ought to have 
an idea not only clear, but full and perfect, and 
even equally extensive with its object, of those 
things between which it is sought Thus, with 
respect to the Trinity, it would be necessary to 
conceive of God, or rather to comprehend him 
as he conceives and comprehends himself. Nor 
does the matter rest here; for to this must be 
joined a notion equally distinct and equally com- 
plete of the term persons, since by this alone 
should we know whether it be really repugnant 
to the unity of the infinitely perfect Being to 

include three persons. But as long as we con* 

p 
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tinue to have no more than a dark and imperfect 
light, both with respect to the idea of God and 
to that of the Divine Persons, it is evident that 
it must always be impossible for us, I do not 
say, to reconcile these two ideas, but to form 
any judgment whether they are contrary to each 
other or not Thus even the hypothesis and 
supposition of a real contradiction between these 
two ideas is, to say no more of it, a rash one. 
The soundest use of our reason teaches us to 
condemn it; and shews us, on the contrary, that, 
when the fact of revelation is once supposed, we 
ought to be convinced that there is only an 
appearance of contradiction between the two 
truths, and that the all-perfect Being would not 
oblige us to believe them both, if they were in 
truth contradictory. 

Yet it is merely on the supposition of a real 
contradiction, for it never can be proved, and 
even the single fact of the revelation puts us 
sufficiently on our guard against it, that all the 
arguments of those who are enemies to the 
Christian religion are founded. Their conclu* 
sions, therefore, are drawn from a false hypo- 
thesis ; and reason, so far from supporting them, 
discovers their defect the more readily in propor- 
tion as it is more perfect and more exact 

It is very remarkable, indeed, that the mystery 
of the Trinity, which is considered the most in- 
comprehensible of all, is, notwithstanding, that to 
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which the most sublime and the most reasonable 
philosophy of antiquity, 1 mean, that of Plato, 
seems to have made the nearest approach on 
this subject ; since from that philosophy one step 
only was wanting to arrive at the doctrine which 
our religion teaches; and this doctrine appeared 
to the Platonists so little contrary to reason, that 
it is well known how much the beginning of St 
John's Gospel was admired by one of them ; who 
could not understand how a philosophy which he 
called barbarous, in opposition to that of the 
Greeks, could have advanced thus far. So true 
it is that, in point of metaphysical notions and 
reasoning, it is always dangerous to press too far 
the arguments drawn from reason, which are so 
various on this subject, that what is regarded by 
some as directly contrary to it, is regarded by 
others as the masterpiece of reason itself: a 
reflection which may serve to establish this great 
truth, that in what concerns the Deity it is God 
alone who is worthy of belief; and that our 
reason is feeble indeed, and utterly worthless, if 
it is not supported and strengthened by the 
authority of revelation. [*] 

[* It is likewise worthy of notice that a doctrine, which to the Pla- 
tonic philosophy appeared so consonant to reason, should also have the 
sanction of primitive antiquity. The Rev. J. Camphell, in his valuable 
recent work, " Maritime Discovery and Christian Milsions," observes; 
" There was something in the mythology of the Otaheiteans that bore a 
faint analogy to those traditions which, in most countries, exhibit the 
doctrine of a Trinity in Unity. This doctrine is strikingly manifest 

P 2 
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among the Hindoos. Their Godhead consists of Brahma, Vishna, 
and Seeva : the first is considered as the father, or supreme source ; 
the second, as the mediator, whom they assert to have been incarnate ; 
and the third, the destroyer and regenerator— Hiestmction simply signi- 
fying the diss(^ution of previous forms, for the purpose of new a)m- 
binations. The notion of trinity in unity is remarkably set forth by 
combining the three faces of Brahma, Vishnu, and Seeva, in one body, 
with six hands, two to each person. This mode of delineating the 
godhead is ancient beyond tradition ; it is carved everywhere in their 
places of worship, particularly in the celebrated cavern of the island 
of Elephanta. The inhabitants of Japan adored a great image in one 
form with three heads. The Persians, Egyptians, and the people of 
other adjacent lands, all recognized the same g^reat fact in the forms 
and doctrines of their idolatry. Though less distinct, yet the Ota- 
heiteans held a fragment of the same fundamental truth." — ^Ed.] 
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[The illnstrioas Visooont of St. Albans is well known to have been 
the father of InductiTe Philosophy. The theological creed of such 
a man it must be interesting to ascertain. Happily, this rational 
curiosity can be gratified. The Noble and Learned Lord com- 
mitted to writing the articles of his religious belief. As in the in- 
stance of the Chancellor D'Aguesseau, they evince, that simplicity 
of faith may be associated with majesty of mind and profundity of 
intellect] 
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THE THEOLOGICAL CREED OF LORD BACON. 



I BELIEVE that nothing is without beginning but 
God; no nature, no matter, no spirit, but one 
only and the same God. That God, as he is 
eternally almighty, only wise, only good, in his 
nature; so he is eternally Father, Son, and 
Spirit, in persons. 

I believe that God is so holy, pure, and 
jealous, as it is impossible for him to be pleased 
in any creature, though the work of his own 
hands; so that neither angel, man, nor world, 
could stand, or can stand, one moment in his 
eyes, without beholding the same in the face of 
a Mediator; and, therefore, that before him, with 
whom all things are present, the Lamb of God 
was slain before all worlds : without which eternal 
counsel of his, it was impossible for him to have 
descended to any work of creation ; but he should 
have enjoyed the blessed and individual society 
of three persons in the godhead for ever. 

But that, out of his eternal and infinite good- 
ness and love, purposing to become a creator, 
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and to communicate to his creatures, he ordained 
in his eternal counsel, that one person of the 
Godhead should be united to one nature, and to 
one particular of his creatures; that so, in the 
person of the mediator, the true ladder might 
be fixed, whereby God might descend to his 
creatures, and his creatures might ascend to God. 

That he chose (according to his good plea- 
sure) man to be that creature, to whose nature 
the person of the eternal Son of God should be 
united; and, amongst the generations of men, 
elected a small flock, in whom (by the participa- 
tion of himself) be purposed to express the 
riches of his glory. 

That God created man in his own image, in 
a reasonable soul, in innocency, in free-will, and 
in sovereignty : that he gave him a law and a 
commandment, which was in his power to keep; 
but he kept it not : the man made a total de- 
fection from God, presuming to imagine that the 
commandments and prohibitions of God were 
not the rule of good and evil. 

That, in the fulness of time, according to the 
promise and oath of a chosen lineage, descended 
the blessed seed of the woman, Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, and Saviour of 
the world; who was conceived by the power 
and overshadowing of the Holy Ghost, and took 
flesh of the Virgin Mary; that the Word did 
not only take the flesh, or was joined to flesh. 
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but was made flesh, though without confusion of 
substance or nature; so as the eternal Son of 
God, and the ever-blessed Son of Mary, was 
one person. 

That Jesus the Lord became in the flesh a 
sacrificer, and sacrifice for sin ; a satisfaction and 
price to the justice of God; a meriter of glory 
and the kingdom ; a pattern of all righteousness; 
a preacher of the word which himself was; a 
finisher of the ceremony ; a comer-stone to re- 
move the separation between Jew and Gentile ; an 
intercessor for the Church ; a Lord of nature in 
his miracles ; a conqueror of death and the power 
of darkness in his resurrection: and that he 
fulfilled the whole counsel of God ; performing 
all the sacred offices and anointing on the earth. 

That the sufierings and merits of Christ, as 
they are sufficient to do away the sins of the 
world, so they are only efiectual to those which 
are regenerate by the Holy Ghost, who breatheth 
where he will of free grace: which as a seed 
incorruptible quickeneth the spirit of man, and 
conceiveth him anew, a son of God, and member 
of Christ. 

That the work of the Spirit, though it be not 
tied to any means in heaven or earth, yet is 
ordinarily dispensed by the preaching of the 
word, and administration of the sacraments, the 
covenants of the fathers upon the children; 
prayer ; reading ; the censures of the Church ; &c. 
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That there is an universal or catholic Church 
of God, dispersed over the face of the earth, 
which is Christ's body; being gathered of the 
fathers of the old world, of the church of the 
Jews, of the spirits of the faithful dissolved, and 
the spirits of the faithful militant, and of the 
names yet to be bom, which are already written 
in the book of life. That there is also a visible 
Church, distinguished by the outward works of 
God's covenant, and the receiving of the holy 
doctrine with the use of the mysteries of God, 
and the invocation and sanctification of his holy 
Name. 

I believe that the souls of such as die in the 
Lord are blessed, and rest from their labours, 
and enjoy the sight of God ; yet so as they are 
in expectation of a farther revelation of their 
glory in the last day. At which time all flesh 
of man shall arise and be changed, appear, and 
receive from Jesus Christ his eternal judgment : 
and the glory of the saints shall then be full ; 
and the kingdom shall be given up to God the 
Father. 
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The Compiler has thus placed before his readers 
a small collection of ^^ Treatises and Testimonies 
in support of Trinitarian Doctrine and Evan- 
gelical Principles." This allocation of terms has 
been advisedly adopted. It will be allowed, 
that Trinitarian doctrine may be held as a 
speculative theory merely : but it is certain that 
Evangelical religion is invariably based on a 
cordial reception of that doctrine. As no two 
systems, claiming to be derived from the same 
source, can be more diverse than the Evangelical 
and the Unitarian, it can excite no surprise that 
the respective adherents of those systems should 
adopt interpretations of the Sacred Records at 
utter variance with each other. It is left for 
the reader of this Compilation to estimate the 
arguments which have been placed before him. 
Every individual professor of Christianity should 
be able to assign, for his religious beUei^ a 
reason, the result of his own examination and 
conviction. In this respect, no one should build 
on another's foundation. A creed should not 
be adopted simply because it is that of the good. 
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the wise, or the learned. As, however, it has 
been sometimes insinuated that persons holding* 
popular views of the Trinity are not remarkable 
for strength of mind or acuteness of perception, 
it is only fair that this insinuation should be 
brought to the test of truth and fact. One 
result of the present Publication may be, to 
expose the fallacy of such a representation. 
Without recapitulating other names, it may be 
sufficient, for this purpose, to cite those of 
Bacon and D'Aguesseau, the two great intel- 
lectual lights which have shone in England and 
in France respectively, and who received the 
mysteries of Revelation in all their simplicity 
and integrity. 

It has justly been observed, " Truth is one, 
and indivisible." This axiom is not more exem- 
plified in science than in religion. Particularly 
is its truth illustrated in the consequences 
which have flowed from the one error in which 
perhaps Unitarianism originated. The doctrine 
of Original Sin must ever have been distasteful 
to the unrenewed, and therefore unhumbled 
mind of man. For certain it is, that " pride is 
the inmost coat ; which we put off last, and put 
on first." It is a very mortifying discovery 
which the Scripture reveals, that the whole 
posterity of Adam are, at once, involved in the 
guilt, and inheritors of the depravity which en- 
sued upon his Fall. Not less repugnant to the 



CONCLUSION. 223 

natural man is the intelligence, that the only 
method of deliverance from that guilt and that 
depravity is to be found in a plan of mere 
mercy; and which, moreover, can be rendered 
available only through the instrumentality of a 
simple faith, involving the necessity of profound 
humiliation, and a cordial belief of certain 
truths, not self-evident to the understanding, 
and which are required to be believed simply 
upon the ground of Divine testimony. Now, 
although such a faith would be perfectly reason- 
able; yet, as well from the unwelcome disclo- 
sures of the effects of the Adamic transgression, 
as from the innate pride of our fallen nature, it 
can easily be supposed that the Gospel invitation 
may to some minds have proved so offensive, 
that, although they did not openly reject the 
Scriptures, they adopted new interpretations of 
them ; according to which, man would no longer 
be indebted for eternal life to Sovereign mercy, 
but might claim it on the ground of his own 
obedience. This desideratum would be achieved 
by a rejection of the obnoxious article. Original 
Sin. And, in matters of religion especially, 
such is the deceitfulness of the human heart, 
that the parties thus superseding the plain state- 
ments of Holy Writ might easily persuade 
themselves that they had emancipated the human 
mind from the trammels of a long-cherished, 
onerous, and depressing error! 
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But, in obliterating from the Bible the doc- 
trine of Original Sin, the Unitarians removed 
the key-stone from the arch of Revelation — they 
took away that which gave coherence to the 
other parts of the fabric That capital truth 
once blotted out, the necessity for an Atonement 
was obviated — the Divinity of Christ was no 
longer needful in the Gospel scheme — Redemp- 
tion was a word devoid of meaning — the sur- 
passing mystery of the twofold nature of Jesus 
was dissolved — his miraculous conception was, 
of course, denied — ^his death was reduced to a 
mere confirmation of his religion — and the 
personality and influences of the Holy Spirit 
were regarded as a delusion. These were the 
natural, the necessary consequences of explain- 
ing away one of the great truths of the Bible. 
Be it remembered, however, that this sweeping 
process was not effected but at the expense of 
invading the ancient canon of Scripture, — of 
itself a very suspicious circumstance, — and of 
substituting in its place an ^' Improved Version," 
the peculiarities of which have ever been rejected 
by men competent to form a judgment of the 
laborious, but unsatisfying criticisms by which its 
validity has been sought to be established 

It is, however, undeniable that throughout the 
entire Scriptures man is regarded as a sinner by 
nature as well as by practice — having been 
federally represented in Adam, he participates, 
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by imputation as well as by its moral effects, in the 
guilt of the first man's disobedience. (Rom. v. 12.) 
Equally clear is it that the doctrine of the 
Atonement pervades the Inspired Volume. The 
notion of sacrifices implies substitution — ^vicari- 
ous suffering. This notion could never have 
entered the human mind: the institution must 
have been of Divine origin. Many judicious 
commentators have supposed that the text, Gen. 
iii. 21, may be considered as an intimation of 
this — that, in the slaying of the beasts from 
which <^ the Lord God made to Adam and to his 
wife coats of skins, and clothed them," were 
adumbrated the future death of Christ as a 
propitiation for sin, and the doctrine of imputed 
righteousness by him. We cannot suppose that 
so righteous a man as Abel was would have 
slain beasts for sacrifice — ^which, it is evident 
from Gen. iv. 4, he did — ^unless the ordinance 
bad been the subject of an immediate command 
or revelation from God ; for it should be remem- 
bered that animal food was not permitted to be 
eaten until after the Deluge. (Chap. ix. 3.) 
Doubtless, it must have been intended to teach 
man, thus early, that he was a sinner ; and that 
without the shedding of blood there could be 
no remission of sin : while the victim prefigured 
or typified the great, efficient sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ, the Lamb slain from the foundation of 
the world, and in whose atonement, it seems to 
be tiie opinion of the great Apostle, Abel fully 
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trusted: St Paul says (Heb. xL 4), ^hy faith 
Abel offered a more excellent sacrifice than 
Cain," who brought only of the ^* fruit of the 
ground an offering unto the Lord," which, as 
Bishop Beveridge observes, <^ had no respect to 
Christ, but only to God as the creator of the 
world." There was no bhod in his offering : 
and therefore, while ^' the Lord had respect to 
Abel and to his offering ; unto Cain, and to his 
offering, he had not respect^' The system of 
sacrifices was perpetuated from the time of 
Adam's immediate descendants, through Noah, 
Abraham, Job, Melchizedek, and their respective 
posterities, until the institution of the Ceremo- 
nial Law, under which the doctrine of Atone- 
ment was inculcated by types and symbols, 
which, if they had no reference to Christ — ^it is 
spoken with reverence,— <:ould have had no 
meaning at all: for their utter inefficacy to 
'^take away sins" b distinctly declared by St 
Paul (Heb. x. 4). The Mosaic sacrifices con- 
tinued to be offered until He whom they all 
prefigured died, the Just for the unjust — until 
the type was superseded by the Antitype. With 
regard to sacrifice, the truth seems to be, that 
sin and life are, by the Almighty's decree, in- 
compatible. From the entrance of sin into our 
world all life was forfeited — Whence all that is 
said, in Scripture^ of blood ^^ which is the life." 
None of us could have life, unless He who, 
being sinless, had a life not forfeited, had freely 
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laid down his life for " them who should there- 
after believe on him to life everlasting." 

The doctrine of the Atonement being thus 
established by a Divinely-appointed temporary 
institution which received its full accomplish- 
ment and verification in the person and death of 
Christ; it follows that all the other Scripture 
doctrines which the Unitarians have discarded 
are likewise established: for, separate from 
them, the Atonement would be invalid. And 
if the Atonement be the doctrine of Scripture, 
then may it justly be inferred, apart from the 
consciousness of every enlightened mind, that 
the doctrine of Original Sin is true, and that 
man needed a Divine Saviour. 

Yes I it is the blood of Christ — and that 
alone — ^which constitutes the hope of apostate 
man. ''Search the Scriptures; examine the 
grounds on which rest the salvation and happi- 
ness of the elect : you will find one thing only, 
and that is blood. Are they delivered ? It is 
by the blood of the Son of God. Are they 
free ? It is, as Zechariah says, ' By the blood of 
the covenant, I have sent forth thy prisoners out 
of the pit wherein is no water.* Are they 
redeemed? Then it is not, as Peter testifies, 
' with corruptible things, as silver and gold, but 
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb, 
without blemish and without spot' Are they 
cleansed from sin? John assures us, that 'the 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from 
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all sin.' Are their robes washed? In the Apo- 
calypse, it is said, ' And have washed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.' 
Are they justified? In the Epistle to the 
Romans, you will find that they are ^justified 
by his blood.' And Paul assures us, in his 
Epistle to the Ephesians, that ^ye, who some 
time were far off, are made nigh by the blood of 
Christ.' Are the elect privileged to enter joy- 
fully into the holy of holies ? They are so by 
the blood of Christ Do they overcome aU 
things? They overcome by the blood of the 
Lamb. Do they live ? They have life through 
his blood. Thus all the goodness, grace, 
and compassion of God are ascribed, in his 
word, to the blood of Christ, the only spring 
whence it all proceeds. And if a man is lost for 
ever, and condemned to eternal punishment, the 
Scriptures know no other cause for it than this, 
— ^that he has despised the blood of the Son of 
God, contemned it, and trampled it under foot"* 
But one other Unitarian modification of the 
Inspired text remains to be noticed. Their 
writers have evidently felt the insufficiency of 
their theory to sustain such a hope of immor- 
tality as the true Christian believer is taught to 
cherish: hence, in order to avert other results 
more obviously unfriendly to their scheme, they 
employ themselves in dissuading people from 
too much thought and fear respecting deaths and 

* Krammacher. 
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especially from too much hope respecting the 
state beyond it Of this most unsatisfactory 
method of appeal, there is a painfully impressive 
example in Dr. Priestley's Sermon on the death 
of the celebrated Robert Robinson, of Cambridge; 
whose latter days were obscured by lamentable 
errors, which appeared in striking contrast with 
the truths which he had formerly defended with 
great ability. In that Sermon the Doctor says — 
"The change of our condition by death may 
not be so great as we are apt to imagine. As our 
natures will not be changed, but only improved, 
we have no reason to think that the Aiture world 
(which will be adapted to our merely improved 
nature) will be materially different from this. 
And, indeed, why should we ask or expect any 
thing more? If we should still be obliged to 
provide for our subsistence by exercise or labour, 
is that a thing to be complained of by those who 
are supposed to have acquired fixed habits of 
industry becoming rational beings, and who have 
never been able to bear the languor of absolute 
rest or indolence? Our future happiness has, 
with much reason, been supposed to arise from 
an increase of knowledge. But, if we should 
have nothing more than the means of knowledge 
furnished us, as we have here, but be left to our 
own labour to find it out, is thai to be com- 
plained of by those who will have acquired a 
love of truth, and a habit of inquiring after it ? 
. . . If the immortality that is promised to 
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us in the Gospel should not be necessary and 
absolute, and we should only have the certain 
means of making ourselves immortal, we should 
have much to be thankful for." 

Such is the Unitarian heaven. How different 
from that intimated at Rev. vii. 9 — 17 ; a passage 
which has been thus rendered by a Christian poet: 

"What are these in bright array — 
This ixmtimerable throng. 
Bound the altar, night and day, 
Tuning their triumphant song? 
'Worthy is the Lamb, onoe slain, 
' Blessing, honour, glory, power, 
' Wisdom, riches, to obtain ; 
'New domini(m, erery hour.' 

" These through fiery trials trod. 
These from great affliction came: 
Now before the throne of God, 
Sealed with his eternal Name, 
Clad in raiment pure and white, 
Victor-palms in every hand, 
Through their great Redeemer's might. 
More than conquerors they stand. 

" Hunger, thirst, disease, unknown. 
On immortal fruits they feed ; 
Them the Lamb, amidst the throne. 
Shall to living fouhtains lead : 
Joy and gladness banish sighs, 
Perfect love dispels their fears. 
And for ever from their eyes 
God shall wipe away all tears." 

But indeed how could such a glowing description 
as this find a place in the Unitarian scheme? 
The saints in heaven are represented, in the vi- 
sions of Patmos, as having '^ washed their robes, 
-^nd made them white in the blood of the Lamb" 
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— in other words, as having been "justified by his 
blood" (Rom. v. 9) — as falling down before the 
Lamb, and singing an ever-new song, in which 
they celebrate the ceaseless praises of Him who 
" was slain, and had redeemed them to God by 
his blood" — ^as casting their golden crowns 
before his throne, and saying, "Thou art 
worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour 
and power : for thou hast created all things, and 
for thy pleasure they are and were created." 
Could Unitarians engage in such employments, 
and join in such ascriptions, as these ? If not, 
can their system be right? If Unitarianism 
disquaUfy a man for the engagements of heaven, 
to what place must it necessarily conduct him ? 
Let the whole question at issue be decided by 
this simple test ; and truth, saving truth, must 
be the inevitable, the happy result 

What remains, but that the Compiler, in the 
same spirit which he trusts has actuated him 
throughout his humble labours, should conclude 
with an earnest and affectionate entreaty to all 
who are entangled in the sophistries of a Christ- 
dishonouring and soul-destroying system? To 
such, then, he would say, in the words of In- 
spiration, " Kiss the Son" — in a way of adoration 
and worship and homage — -"lest ye perish:" 
for "blessed are all they that put their 
TRUST IN Him." 



HYMN 

TO THE EVER-BLESSED AND ADORABLE TRINITY. 



Father ! in whom we live, 

In whom we are, and move, 
The glory, power, and praise receive 

Of thy creating love : 

Let all the angel-throng 

Give thanks to God on high, 
While earth repeats the joyful song, 

And echoes to the sky. 

Incabnatb Deity! 

Let all the ransomed race 
Render in thanks their lives to thee, 

For thy redeeming grace: 

The grace to sinners shewed 

Ye heavenly choirs proclaim. 
And cry, Salvation to our God ! 

Salvation to the Lamb ! 

Spirit of Holiness! 

Let all thy saints adore 
Thy sacred energy, and bless 

Thine heart-renewing power : 

Not angel-tongues can tell 

Thy love's ecstatic height. 
The glorious joy unspeakable, 

The beatific sight! 

Eternal Tridnb Lord ! 

Let all the hosts above. 
Let all the sons of men, record. 

And dwell upon thy love : 

When heaven and earth are fled 

Before thy glorious face. 
Sing, all the saints thy love hath made, 

Thine everlasting praise ! 

WXSLXTAH CoxJLXOTZd^. 

the end. 
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